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Special
Chocolate Chip
Cookie Dough Latte
12 oz. - $2.62
16 oz. - $3.09
20 oz. - $3.43

9th Annual
Blessing of the Susquehanna River
Sunday, January 22, 2017 @ 2 PM
All are welcome! Gather at the Arcade on City Island
Reception and Soup/Chili Cook-Off following at Agia Sophia,
225 Market Street,
Harrisburg.
Come and enjoy a
bowl of delicious soup
or chili and vote for
your favorite! Hot/
cold drinks can be
ordered from the
menu.

… anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Page 2

Agia Sophia Coffeehouse & Book Store
225 Market Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101
At the corner of Third and Market Streets across from the Whitaker Center
Phone: 717.232.2033
Email: agiasophiaharrisburg@gmail.com

Hours
Monday-Friday, 7 AM—4 PM
Saturday & Sunday—CLOSED
Robbin Staller, Manager
Shane Staller, Assistant Manager
Francis V. Bifano, Board President
Sally Marasco, Brews & Bytes Editor

Harrisburg’s only Faith-based community service coffeehouse!

Coffee with a Conscience
Agia Sophia Coffeehouse & Bookstore is a South Central PA outreach project under the auspices of the Orthodox
Christian Charities of Greater Harrisburg, Inc. We represent the following Orthodox communities:
Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church, Harrisburg www.ctshbg.org
Holy Apostles Orthodox Church, Mechanicsburg www.holyapostleschurch.org
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Camp Hill www.holytrinityhbg.org
St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church, Oberlin-Steelton www.stnicholassteelton.org

Mission
Provide a place to witness our faith through service, charitable contributions and educational
support to the community.

PLEASE NOTE: Information for the newsletter should be submitted to Sally Marasco
(hisgalsal@hotmail.com) by the 25th of the month.
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Agia Sophia January 2017 Charity Pledge

Serving 27 counties, the Central Pennsylvania Food
Bank is the largest non-profit food distribution
organization in central PA. The Food Bank solicits,
inventories and distributes food and other donated
products to more than 800 partner agencies (food
pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, etc.) that directly

serve people struggling with hunger. The Food Bank
distributes more than 32 million pounds of food and
grocery products. That is the equivalent of 27 million
meals!

Customer Comments
"This place is great! I love it! I’ve been
Orthodox for 53 years and never seen
any place like this."

We are “in business” to serve our community.
Thanks to your patronage and generosity, the Orthodox Christian Charities of Greater
Harrisburg has donated over $25,000 to both local and international charities.
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:

Food Bank of Central PA
Downtown Daily Bread
Harrisburg River Rescue
Shalom House
Capital Area Pregnancy Center
Pinnacle Health—Bailey House

TBD
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What Do Our Board Members do?





From Robbin: I’m so thankful for the board members
and volunteers. Their donations of time, talent and
treasure have helped make Agia Sophia the unique and 
lovely shop that it is and allows us to stay open and

continue our Mission. Here are some of the things
board members do on a regular basis and have
accomplished:























Established the non-profit OCCGH and gathered
equipment for a coffee shop
Found the ideal location to rent in downtown
Harrisburg and negotiated the lease down several
thousand dollars
Completed application process so we can be added
to the list of nonprofits for state employees to
select during the SECA campaign
Researched and replaced our credit card
processing to save us money so we no longer pay
the high percentage of a new business at high risk
Established the charitable giving program
Find contacts for vendors
Purchased new round tables and chairs
Catered a reception for the volunteer force
Purchased special filter bag for cold brew coffee
Develop recipes and make most of the soups on
site from scratch with fresh ingredients
Keep are board focused on task action items
Meet with the representatives from the charities
we sponsor
Donate appliances
Coordinate volunteer schedules
Fill in as volunteer when there are open spots in
volunteer schedule
Take a box of coffee to the conference room when
a Bible study is held
Bring special visitor guests to the coffee shop to let
them see the fruits of our labor
Open their churches to host the monthly board
meetings
Monitor our financials, calculate payroll, pay bills
and find best banking









Donate items for our retail sales
Run to the grocery store to pick up orders placed
online
Monitor sales reports to determine best selling
items
Bake cookies to bring into shop (quite a following
for Tim’s chocolate-chocolate chip cookies)
Repair things around shop to keep us running with
minimal expenditures such as the ice machine,
replacing coolant in refrigerators, change gaskets
and tubing in the espresso machine
Introduced matcha tea and bring in our initial
matcha tea powder
Introduced quiche and develop new recipes and
donated tiny pie pans used for baking quiches
Make purchases, both personal and for the shop,
on fund-raising Smile Amazon Prime, donating a
portion of purchase cost back to us
Introduce new casserole recipes
Attend the Annual River Blessing and Chili/Soup
Cook-Off
Meet monthly and contribute ideas shop
management and ways we can improve

And several are not retired but still work full time, 40+
hours a week!

So here’s to all of you that work tirelessly to make Agia
Sophia such a warm and welcoming bright spot in the
City of Harrisburg!

Page 5

Soup’s On!
Here’s this month’s menu of delicious homemade soups
so you can plan your lunches and/or some take out. We
always have something new as well as your tried and true
favorites. You can also check our Facebook page for the
soups of the day.
These great soups go fast, so make sure you get yours
before they’re all gone!

Customer Comments
Customer Comments
“That Thai soup you had yesterday was
delicious; that’s why I’m back for more."

"I just love your soups; I’ve never had a
bad soup here."
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