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“But why is this granted
to me, that the mother of
my Lord should come

to me?”

“For indeed, as soon as

the voice of your greeting
sounded in my ears, the
babe leaped in my womb

for joy.”

Luke 1:43-44
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Dearly Beloved in Christ:

The annual celebration of the birth of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ once again brings the Gospel
message of hope to the world. In the Word made flesh,
the depth of God’s love is revealed. In Jesus Christ, the
power of death is broken, the power of truth restored
and human flesh is blessed with eternal life.

Tragically, the darkness of this world seeks to
overcome the light of Christ. As the Christmas Gospel
proclaims Jesus the Prince of Peace, born in a stable
and laid in a manger, hope is once again offered to a
fallen world. As we live in the light of that knowledge,
the Light of the world continues to shine in every
witness to the truth, the world is illumined and the
darkness is overcome.

God came to dwell in our midst, yet there was no
room in the inn of Bethlehem, nor in the hearts of
many whom He came to save. But in the heart of God
there was ample room for all, even the most despised of
men.

Open your hearts and let the Son of God enter in to
dwell in you. Receive the Body and Blood of Christ
that you may abide in Him and He may abide in you.
Then too, the fulness of God’s greatest gift, in all its
beauty and joy will fill your life with the promise of
salvation and immortality and the inheritance of the
Kingdom of God.

Beloved in the Lord Our God and Savior - Vener-
able Pastors, God-loving Monks and all Devout Chil-
dren of our Diocesan Family, prayerfully I greet you
with this Holy Feast and wish you the joy of the New
Year. May the Son of God shed his radiant light on all
of you and may the peace that only Christ can give be
fully yours at this time of Christmas and throughout
the year.

With love in Christ,

-f-\?\(bu«.da———

+HERMAN
Archbishop of Philadelphia
and Eastern Pennsylvania
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Jully in a special section (pages 53-64).

Editor’s Note: By the mercy of God, it appears that in recent days, our long quest for Orthodox unity
in America may have passed a real turning point. The documents that follow, beginning with the press
release on this page, speak of what has taken place. The significance of Church unity is explored more

The

Standing Conference

of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas

The Orthodox Bishops of North America,
representing the entire spectrum of Orthodox
Churches and ethnic groups, have asserted that
the Orthodox Church in North America is our
Church, and not multiple “jurisdictions.” They
have issued a declaration insisting that the
ancient Orthodox Churches of the *“Old World”
err in considering Orthodoxy in North America
to be Orthodoxy “in dispersion” or “in dias-
pora.” In fact, the bishops stated, Orthodoxy in
North America has two hundred years of his-
tory and experience—beginning in 1794 with
the evangelization of native people in Alaska
by Orthodox missionaries from Russia.

The Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA)
convened the Orthodox Bishops’ Conference at
the Antiochian Village, Ligonier, Pennsylva-
nia, November 30 - December 2, 1994. The
meeting brought together twenty-nine bishops
in an historic first assembly of the Orthodox
Bishops of the United States and Canada.

In their “Statement on the Church in North
America,” the bishops described formal struc-
tures such as SCOBA itself, the International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center (OCMC), the
Orthodox Theological Society in America
(OTSA), and the Orthodox Christian Education
Commission (OCEC), as well as less formal
structures such as local councils of Orthodox
Churches and clergy brotherhoods, as the “strong

foundation” on which the Orthodox in North
America will continue to build. The Bishops
outlined future work towards becoming an
“administratively united” Church. As part of
this program and movement, the bishops an-
nounced that they are constituting themselves
as an annual Episcopal Assembly.

In their second document, a “Statement on
Mission and Evangelism,” the bishops commit-
ted themselves to a focus on mission and evan-
gelism in North America and around the world.
In this connection, they committed themselves
to the “evangelization, or re-evangelization” of
unchurched Orthodox; to common efforts and
programs to do mission; to work towards mak-
ing mission an important part of the training of
future priests.

The Bishops’ Conference was hosted by
Metropolitan Philip of the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese. It was chaired by
the Chairman of SCOBA, Archbishop Iakovos
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. The ses-
sion on Mission and Evangelism was moder-
ated by Metropolitan Theodosius of the Ortho-
dox Church in America. The session on the
Church in North America was moderated by
Bishop Nicholas of the Carpatho-Russian Dio-
cese. The session on the International Orthodox
Christian Charities (I0CC) was moderated by
Metropolitan Christopher of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church of America and Canada.




Statement On The Church In North America

Standing Conference Of Canonical Orthodox

Bishops In The Americas

Conference Of Bishops

Antiochian Village

November 30 - December 2, 1994

We, the Orthodox Hierarchs in the
United States and Canada, assembled at
the Antiochian Village, Ligonier, Penn-
sylvania, from November 30 through
December 2, 1994, do first and foremost
offer most sincere gratitude to the vener-
able Fathers and Brothers, the Hierarchs
of our Mother Churches beyond the seas
for their love and concern, exhibited by
the prominence given to the “diaspora”
on the agenda for the forthcoming Great
and Holy Council evidenced in the
Adopted Texts of the Inter-Orthodox
Preparatory Commission.

We await the next meeting of the
Commission referred to in the Adopted
Text of November 1993. We maintain
that it is critical that the Church in North
America be directly and concretely rep-
resented at thatand future meetings. How
is it possible for there to be discussion
about the future of the Church in North
America in our absence? We must be
present to share the two hundred years of
experience that we have had of preaching
the Gospel and living the Orthodox Faith
outside of those territories that have his-
torically been Orthodox. We would
humbly ask His All-Holiness, the Ecu-
menical Patriarch to seek a way, through
the venerable Hierarchs of the Standing
Conference, to accomplish this represen-
tation. We also humbly request the Pri-
mates of the other Mother Churches to
support this initiative. The demands upon
our Church’s life by an unbelieving soci-
ety do not allow for any further delay in
this process. Therefore, this episcopal
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assembly supports the repeated requests
of SCOBA forits officers tobe granted an
audience with His All-Holiness, the
Ecumenical Patriarch, and the other Pa-
triarchs and Primates of the Mother
Churches to discuss the North American
reality.

Furthermore, we have agreed that we
cannotaccept the term “diaspora” as used
todescribe the Church in North America.
In fact, the term is ecclesiologically prob-
lematic. It diminishes the fullness of the
faith that we have lived and experienced
here for the past two hundred years.

Moreover, as we reflect on the ways
in which the Church in North America
has matured, it is important to recognize
that much has been done as the natural
and organic response of Orthodox Chris-
tians who share the same faith while
living togetherin one place. We celebrate
and build on already existing structures.
Some are formal. The first of these is
SCOBA itself. There are inaddition vari-
ousagencies of SCOBA suchas the Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC), the Orthodox Christian Educa-
tion Commission (OCEC), the Orthodox
Theological Society in America (OTSA),
the Orthodox Christian Missions Center,
and other North American-wide pan-
Orthodox efforts. There are also less
formal structures such as the joint meet-
ings of our theological schools and semi-
narians, the joint monastic assemblies,
the local councils of churches and clergy
brotherhoods, and sacred art and liturgi-
cal music associations. They give wit-

ness to the strong foundation upon which
we continue to build.

To this end, all of our efforts should
be coordinated within an overall eccle-
sial framework. This would provide the
freedom and flexibility to allow us to
organically become an administratively
united Church. As in any Orthodox eccle-
siological framework for a local Church,
there are three levels. The first is the
national, or in our case the continental.
The second is the regional or diocesan.
And the third is the local or deanery. All
of these depend upon and grow out of the
parish which is the primary place where
Christians express and encounter their
faith.

On the national or continental level,
the body which coordinates the life of a
Churchis the Synod of Bishops. We have
had in SCOBA an Executive Committee
that has guided Church life in North
America for over thirty years. In conven-
ing this present Conference of Bishops,
we find ourselves to be an Episcopal
Assembly, aprecursor toa General Synod
of Bishops. We express our joy that in
addition to the regular meetings of
SCOBA, this Episcopal Assembly will
convene on an annual basis to enhance
the movement toward administrative
ecclesial unity in North America.

The regional level presents a special
challenge because this is one areain which
fewmodelsof cooperation presently exist.
Bishops who live withina givenregion of
North America should meetand concele-
brate regularly. They should coordinate



activities, encourage clergy and laity to
get to know one another and to work
together, and initiate concrete joint pro-
grams. In essence, they should duplicate
regionally what SCOBA has pioneered
on the continental level for the past thirty-
three years.

The local level is where the greatest
diversity of models presently exists. These
range from very informal clergy or lay
associations to highly structured clergy
brotherhoods or clergy and lay councils
of churches. The bishops of a given re-
gion should continue to encourage the
clergy and laity of their parishes to work
together with other parishes in their area.
Without imposing any one model, bish-
ops should seek to formalize and regular-
ize those models that already exist. In
areas where there are as yet no such
structures, bishops should work with the
clergy and laity to develop amodel thatis
appropriate in thatlocality. The principle
is to encourage diverse models within a
broader canonical ecclesiological frame-
work.

The Church in North America also

benefits from our various monastic com-
munities. Their meeting together should
be encouraged by their hierarchs so that
the monastics might share their spiritual
experience and wisdom with one another
and with the whole Church of a given
region.

We would like to emphasize again:
this is presented as a broad outline or
framework within which the whole
Church in North America can grow to
manifest the deep unity of faith that we
share in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
who sent Him, and the Holy Spirit who
continually makes Him known to us. The
visible unity of the Church is a profound
witness of our love for Him and for one
another.

Finally, we would like to thank and
bless our Christ-loving flocks: the pious
priests, deacons, monastics, and laity—
who, praying and laboring together, in-
carnate the oneness which our Church on
this continent already enjoys. We ask for
their prayers and support, as we pledge to
work with them for the glory of God and
His Holy Church.

(signed)

Bishop ALEXIOS
Bishop ANTHIMOS
Bishop ANTOUN
Bishop BASIL
Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER
Archbishop DMITRI
Archbishop HERMAN
Archbishop IAKOVOS
Bishop IAKOVOS
Metropolitan IRINEJ
Metropolitan JOSEPH
Archbishop KYRILL
Bishop MARK

Bishop MAXIMOS
Bishop METHODIOS
Bishop NATHANIEL
Bishop NICHOLAS
Archbishop PETER
Metropolitan PHILIP
Bishop PHILIP

Bishop PHILOTHEOS
Bishop SERAPHIM
Metropolitan SILAS
Metropolitan THEODOSIUS
Bishop TIKHON
Archbishop VICTORIN

Statement On Mission And Evangelism
SCOBA Conference Of Bishops

Antiochian Village, Ligonier, Pennsylvania
November 30 - December 2, 1994

The end of the second millennium
after Christ coincides with a unique mis-
sionary challenge to the Orthodox Church
around the world. To mention only two
dimensions of this challenge will show
its scope. 1) The fall of communist totali-
tarianism in Central and Eastern Euro-
pean countries opens the way for the re-
evangelization of the peoples of these
countries. 2) In the United States and
Canada millions of people are in spiritual
crisis, millions of people are unchurched,
the societies are afflicted with a spiritual
and moral vacuum, and the Orthodox
Church is therefore presented with a
challenge to bear witness to the Orthodox
faith and to evangelize.

We, the Orthodox Bishops of North
America, assembled at the Antiochian
Village, Ligonier, Pennsylvania, Novem-
ber30- December2, 1994, have heard an
address on Mission and Evangelism by
HisEminence, Metropolitan Philip of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdio-
cese, and a response by His Eminence,
Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, Orthodox
Church in America, and have reflected
together on the missionary task of the
Orthodox Church in North America. We
wish to express the following convic-
tions and commitments regarding mis-
sion and evangelism in North America:
- It is our conviction that mission is the
very nature of the Church, and is an

essential expression of her apostolicity,
and that the Orthodox Church s therefore
commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ to
teach, to preach, and to make disciples of
all nations;
- It is our conviction that the Orthodox
Church’s history and experience give
numerous examples of commitment to
mission and to the preaching of the Good
News of Christ (missions to the Slavs,
missions in Siberia, China, Korea, and
Japan, the evangelization of the Alaskan
native people, and contemporary mission
in Africa, Indonesia and Albania);
- We believe that our task in North
America is not limited to serving the
immigrant and ethnic communities, but
Continued on the next page.
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Statement On Mission
And Evangelism
Continued from page 5.

has at its very heart the missionary task,
the task of making disciples in the nations
of Canada and the United States;

- We believe that the Orthodox of North
America—bishops, clergy, and laity—
are called to think together, plan together,
and work together in order to do mission
work together;

- We commit ourselves to show special
pastoral attention to couples coming (o
marry in the church, especially in mixed
marriages, and to their Orthodox Chris-
tian education and inauguration into
Church life.

- We commitourselves to the evangeliza-
tion, or re-evangelization, of those many
people who call themselves Orthodox,
and have indeed been baptized and chris-
mated in our churches, but whose lives
are in fact distant from the fullness of the
Orthodox Faith and the fullness of the
Orthodox Church’s sacramental life;

- We commit ourselves to avoiding the
creation of paralleland competitive Ortho-
dox parishes, missions, and mission pro-
grams;

- We commit ourselves to common ef-
forts and programs to do missions, leav-
ing behind piecemeal, independent, and
spontaneous efforts to do mission, mov-
ing forward towards a concerted, formal,
and united mission program in order to
make a real impact on North America
through Orthodox mission and evangel-
ism;

- We strongly endorse the unified Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center, the Mis-
sion Conferences (at present co-spon-
sored by the Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Archdiocese, the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese, and the Orthodox Church
in America), and encourage further con-
solidation of mission efforts and pro-
grams here and throughout the world;

- We commit ourselves to express a
common vision of mission and to work
towards this end in the teaching of mis-
sion as an important part of the theologi-
cal education of our future priests.

- We respectfully petition His All Holi-
ness the Ecumenical Patriarch to con-
vene a world conference of mission rep-
resentatives to help coordinate Orthodox
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mission strategies and efforts around the
world;

- We Orthodox in North America commit
ourselves to bringing our household into
order for the sake of the preaching of the
Good News of Jesus Christ, His Incarna-
tion and His teaching, His Crucifixion,

death, burial, and resurrection, and His
presence in the Church through the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit.

(signed byallthose Hierarchs who signed
the first document, and also by Bishops
MITROPHAN and VSEVOLOD

Ordained:

Appointments:

F.R.0.C. Spiritual Advisors:

Confirmed
Wilkes-Barre Deanery Officers
Archpriest Vladimir Fetcho, Dean

Priest David Shewczyk, Secretary
Priest Stephen Karalffa, Treasurer

Parish Council Officers Confirmed
All Saints Church - Olyphant

Christ the Saviour Church - Harrisburg
Holy Annunciation Church - Berwick
St. Nicholas Church - Bethlehem

SS. Peter and Paul Church - Unjondale
St. Stephen’s Cathedral - Philadelphia
St. Basil's Church - Simpson

Holy Ascension Church - Lykens

Subdeacon Jacques-Jude Lepine was ordained to the deaconate on November
20, 1994 in Assumption of the Holy Virgin Churchin Philadelphia where he is attached.

Diocesan Representative to Metropolitan Council -
Archpriest Joseph Martin, John Zoranski

Anthracite District - Archpriest John Kowalczyk
Central PA District - Archpriest Joseph Martin

Archpriest Andrew Shuga, Vice-Dean

Assumption of the Holy Virgin Church - Philadelphia

Fall Holy Synod of Bishops meeting at St. Tikhon’s Seminary.



Thirty-first Diocesan Assembly
Convenes in Old Forge

The Thirty-first Diocesan Assembly
of the Diocese of Philadelphia and East-
ern Pennsylvania was convened at St.
Michael’s Orthodox Church, Old Forge,
on Saturday, October 8, 1994. The day
began with the Divine Liturgy and Mo-
lieben concelebrated by His Eminence,
Archbishop HERMAN, the Deans Fr.
Joseph Martin, Fr. Vladimir Fetcho, Fr.
John Udics, diocesan secretary/treasurer
Fr. John Kowalczyk, Fr. David Mahaf-
fey, and Fr. Michael Lepa. The responses
were sung by St. Michael’s Church choir
and several delegates who joined them
under the direction of Mr. Jon Black. A
continental breakfast was served follow-
ing the Divine Services. The Assembly
participants then proceeded to St
Michael’s auditorium for registration and
the sessions.

The Assembly was opened with prayer
and the blessing of Archbishop Herman
at 11:30 a.m. Father John Kowalczyk
presented the agenda to the delegates.
Theagenda was accepted as presented. In
addition to His Eminence, the assembly
was comprised of thirty clergy, twenty-
seven lay delegates, four Diocesan Coun-
cil members, five alternates, and two
observers. Father Joseph Martin was
elected Clergy Vice-Chairman, and Mr.
Ted Sovyrda was elected Lay Vice-Chair-
man for the Assembly. The Assembly
Secretaries elected were Fr. David
Shewczyk and Mrs. Marie Proch.

Archbishop Herman presented his
reporton the state of the Diocese. He first
conveyed the blessing of His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Theodosius, upon the As-
sembly. His Eminence noted with grati-

tude to God the Metropolitan’s recovery
from his recent surgery. He then spoke in
great detail about the Bicentennial of
Orthodoxy in North America. He noted
the great amount of activity within our
Diocese concerning the bicentennial. The
canonization of Fr. Alexis Toth during
the Memorial Day Pilgrimage was a high-
light of the year. His Eminence termed
the pilgrimage the largest ever. Many of
the pilgrims expressed their spiritual joy
over the opportunity to be present at such
agreateventin the life of the Church. An
akathist to St. Alexis should be available
soon.

Archbishop Herman emphasized
Orthodox unity throughout his report.
The bicentennial presented an opportu-
nity tostrive toward unity. He pointed out

Continued on the next page.
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31st Diocesan Assembly

Continued from page 7.
that almost every Orthodox jurisdiction

participated in the Bicentennial, espe-
cially at the celebration in Washington,
D.C. He said that it is time to give serious
thought to unity. The talents of all Ortho-
dox Christians must be used to build up
the Church. The Standing Conference of
Orthodox Bishops in America (SCOBA)
will meet for several days at the Anti-
ochian Village to discuss unity, His Emi-
nence alsonoted that the theme of “unity”
was chosen for this year’s annual lecture
series at St. Tikhon's Seminary.

Another highlight of the bicentennial
year was the FROC convention convened
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Archbishop
Herman stated that the convention was
well attended. An important resolution
was adopted by the FROC to become
officially a part of the Orthodox Church
in America. His Eminence expressed his
concernaboutour childrenand the growth
of the Church in light of this resolution.
He stated that he is looking for total and
complete cooperation from everyone to
build up the Church. Information on this
development will be shared with all par-
ishes.

Archbishop Herman talked about two
other highlights of the bicentennial year.
He thanked the Bicentennial Choir under
the direction of Fr. Daniel Kovalak for
spreading the faith both within and out-
side the diocese. The choir sang several
concerts of Orthodox liturgical music in
Orthodox and non-Orthodox parishes
alike. The choir was well received by all
who heard them.

The Bicentennial Youth Rally was
very successful. His Eminence thanked
the Department of Religious Education
for their fine work in supporting the Rally.
He encouraged all of the diocesan clergy
and faithful to support the efforts of the
Department in its future efforts on behalf
of the youth.

Archbishop Herman spoke about his
travels representing the Orthodox Church
in America during the Bicentennial. He
represented His Beatitude in Poland for
the canonization of Fr. Maksym Sando-
vich. A delegation of about one hundred
fifty people from America were present
for the canonization. Their attendance
pleased the Church of Poland. He spoke
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about the suffering of the Orthodox
Church in Poland due to the interference
from the Roman Catholic and Uniate
Churches. His Eminence visited the area
from which Archbishop Kiprian came
and was allowed to enter one of the
churches. After being received by one of
the locul bishop’s secretaries, His Emi-

l I“h}\:-
Y

Archpriest Joseph Martin, clergy chair-
man for the first session,

nence offered prayer for Archbishop
Kiprian and all those who came to this
country from that area. His Eminence
was scheduled to attend the canonization
of Fr. Yakov Netsvetov in October.
Archbishop Herman then spoke on
several topics concerning the national
Church. A stewardship and leadership
program has begun. The dates for the
conferences have been announced and he
encouraged support for the program.
October is Vocations Month in the
Orthodox Church in America. Enroll-
ment for all seminaries are up. St. Tikhon's
Seminary has over twenty new students

this year; many are converts to the faith,
HisEminence noted that young men from
our parishes need to be prepared to serve
the Church. He said thatit may take many
years to produce a seminarian from one
of our parishes. The priest’s personal
touch is needed to offer encouragement
for entrance into the seminary. Our dio-
ceseisnot yet experiencing a shortage of
clergy, butashortage can occurifretiring
clergy are not replaced.

The Eleventh All-American Council
will be held in Chicago next July. The
Archbishop stated that is the obligation
of every parish to participate in the life of
the Church. He encouraged the priestand
parish council to work together on the
forthcoming study packet. There is con-
cern for the spiritual growth of the clergy,
parishes, and the entire Church. The work
needs to get started now so that we can
see good results. The Archbishop hopes
to see an increase in membership as a
result of our efforts. It was noted that a
good price has been secured for hotel
rooms. Rooms will be at a premium be-
cause other conventions will be going on
in the city at the time of our Council.
Therefore, parishes should not hesitate to
make room reservations.

The Metropolitan Platon Chapel has
been razed because of deterioration to the
structure; however, the chapel was taken
down with the idea of it being replaced.
Parishes will be contacted to offer sup-
port so thatanew chapel can be rebuiltin
time for Memorial Day 1995. A new bell
tower and museum for icons are pres-
enly being built. The museum is being
paid for by Mr. John Guzey.

His Eminence noted thatnew churches
are being builtin Stroudsburg and Media,
Pennsylvania. He closed his report by

Clergy and delegates.




noting the amount of activity within the
Diocese. He said thatmuch more needs to
be accomplished, but the effort is being
made. He prayed that the Holy Spirit will
continue to enlighten us and give us
wisdom to work together for the building
up of the parishes and the Diocese.

The remainder of the Assembly was
devoted to the reports of the diocesan
officers, deaneries, and departments. All
of these reports were sent to the delegates
well in advance of the Assembly. The
Department of Religious Education re-
ported that the date of the Altar Boy
Seminar has been changed to December
10, 1994, at Holy Resurrection Cathe-
dral, Wilkes-Barre. The annual Educa-
tional Conference will be rescheduled
until after Pascha from the original Janu-
ary date because of the possibility of
inclement weather. The Winter Youth
Encounter has been revilalized with the
blessing and encouragement of Arch-
bishop Herman. The encounter is grow-
ing in popularity. Youth from within and
outside the Diocese participate in the pro-
gram. Parishes were asked to encourage
the youth to attend by paying the registra-
tion fee for their participants. Many par-
ishes are already supporting their youth
in this way. The department thanked the
Archbishop for his support in providing a
place and resources for the encounter.

The Department of Missions reported
the possibility of the establishment of
missions in the Lancaster and Milford,
Pennsylvania areas. There are now many
Orthodox people living in these areas,
including recentimmigrants from Russia
and Eastern Europe.

Father Daniel Kovalak offered a re-
port of the activities of the Bicentennial
Choir for the last two years. The sixteen-

member male chorus gave twenty-three
concerts throughout the Diocese. Other
concerts were given at St. Vladimir's
Seminary for Orthodox Education Day,
andin Sparta, N.J., and Ansonia, Conn. It
was estimated that the choir collected
over $10,000 for the Church in the two
years of activity. A compact disc and
cassette of Orthodox Liturgical music
was also produced and is available,

The Departmentof Youthreported on
the possibility of forming a youth choir,
upon the approval of His Beatitude, Met-
ropolitan THEODOSIUS. Possible ac-
tivities of the youth choir would be the
recording of a compact disc/cassette and
participation in the next All-American
Council. The Deparunent also thanked
the clergy and their wives for their won-
derful supportduring last year’s summer
camp. The participation of the clergy
families seemed to have a great impact
upon the youth. The Departnent also
called upon the parents of the diocese to
get more involved with their children in
these programs. Money is not the answer
to the problems of our youth. Parents
sharing their love and talents with their
children is most important. The volun-
teering of parents also helps the members
of the Department know that the faithful
are interested in their work.

Delegaltes returned from a delicious
lunch, prepared by Mr. Harry Pasternak,
and served by the parishioners of St.
Michael’s Church, to finish the remain-
derofthe agenda. The main task of the af-
ternoon session was the election of the
Diocesan Council. The following were
elected to the Diocesan Council: Father
Michael Hatrak and Doug Rudenko from
the Frackville Deanery; Father Andrew
Shugaand JohnZoranski from the Wilkes-

Barre Deanery; Father Eugene Vansuch
and Christopher Rowe from the Philadel-
phia Deanery; Father Stephen Karaffa
and Marie Proch, at-large; Father Paul
Borick, Gene Haverlak, and Ted Sovyrda,
Auditors. The Deans, Fr. Joseph Martin,
Fr. Vladimir Fetcho, and Fr. John Udics
are ex-officio members.

Following the elections, the floor was
opened to the delegates to offer topics for
further discussion or questions. Ques-
tions were asked about various subjects

Archpriest Paul Borick gives the auditor's
report.

including youth, missions, future clergy-
laity conferences, church school, schol-
arships for seminarians, and pressing
issuesreflectedin the recentdemographic
study. Archbishop Herman responded to
all of the questions,

Before adjourning, His Eminence
thanked all who gathered at the Assem-
bly. He spoke of his willingness to meet
with the faithful to discuss matters even
during the week. Parish visitations on
Sundays do not always afford adequate
time to discuss pressing issues in detail
because of the time needed for services
and meals. He reminded the delegates
that the annual parish meetings should
not be limited to business. The spiritual
life of the parish must be discussed. He
encouraged the delegates to come up with
good ideas that can be supported by the
priest and council. The Archbishop con-
cluded by asking the delegates to work
not for their personal glory, but for the
thanks that can come only from God. The
Assembly was then closed with prayer
and the blessing of Archbishop Herman.

—Priest David Shewczyk
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The Glorification Of Priest-Martyr Maksym Sandovich

The ceremonies for the “glorifica-
tion,” the canonization, of Father Maksym
Sandovich of Carpatho-Rus’, Priest-
Martyr for Orthodoxy, began quietly on
Friday morning, September 9, 1994, when
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was cele-
brated by His Grace, Bishop Adam of
Sanok, in the old wooden Orthodox
Church in Zdenia, Poland. This is the
village, formerly under Austro-Hungar-
ian rule, where Father Maksym minis-
tered to the Lemko people. Across the
paved rural road at the cemetery where
the remains of the martyr lie, a requiem
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service was offered. Later, in the eve-
ning, a Panahida was sung there. Many
people gathered and then prepared for
the journey to Gorlice.

On September 10, under a warm and
sunny cloudless sky, the “last” panahida,
the final requiem service, was served for
the repose of the soul of Priest-Martyr
Maksym Sandovich of Carpatho-Rus’. It
was a Saturday afternoon in Gorlice, Po-
land, and some thirty-five priests sur-
rounded by hundreds of men, women,
and children, gathered in the courtyard of
the Gorlice Region Courthouse. This was

the site of the execution that took place
eighty years ago, on September 6, 1914,
Abronze plaque marking the tragic event
was recently placed on the courthouse
wall; it was blessed near an icon of the
martyr.

An excellent mixed choir from Kiev,
Ukraine led the singing of the responses.
Afterthe services, there wasa one-and-a-
half kilometer procession with the icon
to the Holy Trinity Church. The proces-
sion was led by the cross. Taking part in
it were the clergy, the grandson, grand-
daughter, and great-granddaughter of the



martyr, and over five hundred of the
faithful. Church hymns and folk hymns
were sung by the crowd until they came
to the church where the icon of the martyr
was placed (already three icons of the
saint have been written). An hour later,
the two and a half hour vigil of vespers
and matins was served.

That the canonization actually took
place only eighty years after the saint’s
execution by a firing squad was a mir-
acle—not because ninety-five percent of
Poles are Roman Catholic who reluc-
tantly tolerate a strong Orthodox pres-

ence, but because the Communist-domi-
nated regime in all its forms collapsed.
The Holy Synod of Bishops of the
Orthodox Church in Poland decided not
to exhume the remains (relics) from the
grave in Zdenia, a village where Father
Maksym served and lived with his wife
and two-year-old son. One of the key
reasons not to transfer the remains was
notto provoke the Roman Catholic popu-
lace. It was planned to have that done
later, probably next year. Whenever the
casket is opened, whether the relics are
incorrupt or not (and incorruption is not

an indispensable criterion of sanctity in
the Orthodox Church), the bones of the
Martyr’s head and face will not be intact
due to the pistol shot in that area at close
range after he was felled by rifle fire.

The beautiful Holy Trinity Orthodox
Church in Gorlice is a small, typically
Byzantine-style structure topped with the
three-barred Russian cross. It was conse-
crated on September 8, 1991, and is lo-
cated about three hundred and fifty feet
from the main street, which is part of the
highway that comes into the town of
Gorlice from the west. Behind it is a
recently built parish hall, an educational
building with an auditorium-banquet
room, and the new parsonage for the
priest and pastor, Fr. Bazyli Galczyk.
The construction of all these buildings
was made possible through the generos-
ity of people from America.

On Sunday morning, September 8, at
8:30a.m., it was clear and cool. A proces-
sion of the local Orthodox faithful on its
way (o the church was led by two men
carrying crosses. Another man was car-
rying the Gospel book, and others were
carrying ecclesiastical banners with icons
of Jesus Christ, the Mother of our Lord,
and other saints, written or embroidered
on them. Behind were children, and young
and old people singing hymns. The pro-
cession originated from the main street.

By the time the faithful processed to
the church, they joined some forty clergy
at the church entrance who greeted His
Beatitude, Wasily, Metropolitan of
Warsaw and all Poland. He was accom-
panied by the Most Reverend Nicholas,
Archbishop of Presov and Slovakia; the
Most Reverend Sava, Archbishop of
Bialystok; the Most Reverend Herman,
Archbishop of Philadelphia and Eastern
Pennsylvania of the Orthodox Church in
America; the Right Reverend Nicholas,
Bishop of Johnstown and the American
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Diocese; the Right Reverend
Adam, Bishop of Przemyski and
Nowosadecki; and the Right Reverend
Abel, Bishop of Lublin.

Among the clergy present and con-
celebrating from the United States were:
Archpriest John Nehrebecki of Paramus,
N.J.; Archpriest Paul Shafran of Trenton,
N.J.; Archpriest Daniel D. Ressetar of

Continued on the next page.
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Glorification Of St. Maksym
Continued from page 11.

Harrisburg, Pa.; Archpriest William B.
Stroyen of Hunlock Creek, Pa.; Archpriest
John Gido of Pittsburgh; and Priest John
Cmur of New York City.

An archdeacon and a deacon also
served. There were about one hundred
and twenty-five people from America for
the ceremonies. All told there were over
a thousand worshippers, most of them
outside of the packed little church. Theli-
turgical services with the homilies lasted
until 2:00 p.m. The diocesan a cappella
mixed choir of twenty-five voices sang
the responses to the services, which were
all served in Old Church Slavonic.

A forty-five minute historical sermon
was delivered before the Eucharist was
administered to the faithful. Following
the sermon, the official Proclamation was
read to the people. Signed by all the
hierarchs and priests in the altar, it de-
clared that the glorification of Father
Maksym of Carpatho-Rus’, Priest-Mar-
tyr for Orthodoxy, places him “in the
ranks of the Saints” of the Orthodox
Church. The clergy, with the seven hier-
archs gathered in the center of the church,
surrounded by the faithful sang the
Martyr’s Troparion, the Kondakion, and
the Magnification:

Troparion, Tone 4

By the Providence of God you were
sent to the Mountain of Pochaev for the
knowledge of the truth of Orthodox Faith;

Archbishop Herman gives blessing at the Many Years.

and receiving true teaching in the city of
Zhitomir, as a soldier of Christ, you came
to ourland. For Orthodoxy and yourown
people, you accepted a martyr’s crown.

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.
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Therefore, you confirmed your native
land in Orthodoxy. O Priest-Martyr
Maksym, entreat Christ God that our
souls may be saved.

Kontakion, Tone 2

Your martyrdom, O Father Maksym,
enlightened and roused up our people to
the Orthodox Faith. Giving up your own
life to Christ God, you endured torments
and the suffering of imprisonment. Pray
for us and for your land before Christ
God.

Magnification

We magnify you, O Hieromartyr
Maksym, and we honor your precious
suffering which you endured for Christ,
our God.

One of the verses which repeatedly
was sung together by all sealed, as it
were, the canonization: “O Priest-Martyr
Maksym, pray to God for us.” After the
prayer service, the faithful, behind the
hierarchs and the clergy, processed out-
side around the church. There were
Gospel readings, and again the Tropar-
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ion, the Kontakion, and the Magnifica-
tion were sung along with that special
verse of intercession.

In front of the church on the top step,
the protodeacon intoned Many Years
more than six times, and the faithful
joined in, with the choir singing loudly
and joyfully.

After another homily was delivered
and the benediction offered by His Beati-
tude, His Grace Bishop Adam held the
Cross for veneration while Father Dan
Ressetar, the great-nephew of the newly
glorified martyr, distributed icon prints
of the new saint. The crowd rushed to the
steps and reached out with hands to ob-
tain their icons.

An hour later in the parish hall, a
dinner was served first to the visitors
from out of town. Speeches were made,
Many Years was sung, and a pageant was
presented by some forty school students;
it recounted in poetry and song in the
Lemko language the struggle of the
Lemko Carpatho-Rusyn people from the
end of the nineteenth century to the years
after the martyrdom of thenew saint. The
whole program lasted about two hours; it
included a concert of a few liturgical
numbers sung by the diocesan choir.

The people were slow in leaving for
home. Itseemed asifthey didn’t want the
unforgettable day to come to a close.
Some even returned to the church to pray
and to venerate the icon of Priest-Martyr
Maksym.

Through the years the veneration of
Father Maksym was constant in spite of
two World Wars and persecution where
helived. His sacrifice united many Ortho-
dox believers in Poland and abroad re-
gardless of the national background of
the people. His glorification was an event
willed by the Holy Trinity.

“O Holy Priest-Martyr Maksym, pray
to God for us.”

—Archpriest Daniel Ressetar

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!




The Birth of Christ and the Contemporary World

We are going to celebrate Christmas
again this year, 1994, my beloved broth-
ers and sisters. Christmas, which in the
world of commerce, already started last
July, August, and during all months that
follow until Christmas Day. The decora-
tions, lights, trees, cords, ornaments, toys
forchildren, and innumerable other things,
prepare us for the celebration of whatis a
separate event, the Birth of Christ. The
special programs on TV, the Christmas
music, the exchange of gifts, the act of
receiving and giving, justify their pur-
pose in that we celebrate a special, glori-
ous and happy event, a “happy Christ-
mas.” Needless to say, many Christians
celebrate Christmas without Christ. The
merely casual, external manifestations of
our cultural life suffice to satisfy them;
they do not penetrate deep into the es-
sence of the event of Incarnation, namely,
that “the Lord became flesh and dwelled
amongst us.” Nevertheless, even they
celebrate something which has its roots
in Christ’s Incarnation. We should not
resistall of the above, because they are, as
we said, adding something beyond the
ordinary, no matter how, in their celebra-
tion of the great feast, the Metropolis of
the feasts, as John Chrysostom calls it.
But all these external things are not the
main thing, they are noteverything. Those
are not the things that make it a feast.
Because even without them we can cele-
brate the feast. If there is only the ex-
change of gifts, wicker, and decorations,
and all other material goods, then indeed
itis adistasteful action of the worst kind,
itis Christmas without Christ. It is like a
marriage without the bridegroom and the
bride. What thoughtful man would be
presentatamarital reception where there
was no bridegroom and bride?

In Greek mythology there was the
worship of Dionysius. The Greeks were
hungry and thirsty for a real divinity, and
theirimagination made Dionysius. When
he comes, all nature revolts, becomes
rebellious and shares in this celebration.
The mountains, the valleys, the sea, the
lakes are full of life; they rejoice with the
new life of Dionysius. Even the beasts,
the animals participate in this feast. Sud-
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denly the god Dionysius makes his ap-
pearance as a pride of lions; others pres-
enthim as a bull, or as a strong male goat.
When his worshippers saw such a god,
they revolted against him—they killed
him and ate his flesh. The existence and
worship of Dionysius ended: no thought-
ful man wants such a being as god, who
promises drunkenness and immorality.
Some remnants of this revelry remained,
however, in the Christian celebration of
Christmas, especially in the people of
Western Europe and here in the New
World; we see them in the parties and all
other feasts which many people today
emphasize during Christmas instead of
the holy event itself.

But we are going to celebrate this
event as the unique event of history,
heavenly history as well as human his-
tory. All other events, no matter how
earthshaking they appear to be, are noth-
ing in comparison with the event of
Christ’s Incamation. The holy hymnogra-
pherssing, with a beautiful melody, “The
whole universe today is filled with joy,
because Christ has beenborn . .. and calls
the people along with the prophets to joy:
‘Be happy and bloom as a lily.”” There is
no name as sweet as the name of Christ,
who was baptized by the prophet Isaiah.

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bearason, and you shall call hisname Im-
manuel” (Is. 7:14) which name means
God with us. King David in his psalms
says, “If God is with us, who can be
against us?”

At the time of the birth of Christ,
people were hungering for a real God
who would satisfy their spiritual needs,
their innermost needs, although they had
somany gods. When Ss. Paul and Barna-
bas, during the first mission trip, were in
the city of Lystra speaking and preaching
for Christ (God), the people conceived
them as gods: “And when the people saw
what Paul had done, they lifted up their

voices saying . . . The gods are come
down to us in the likeness of man” (Acts
14:11).

We have the assurance that He de-
scended from heavens, He lived with us,
kaitoisanthropois synanestraphe—con-
versed with people, and we saw His glory
(Jn. 1:14). The people of Nazareth, when
He started His public life, gave Him a
manuscript from the Book of Isaiah to
explain to them, and he read it: “The spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because He hath
anointed me to preach . . .” He gave the



most admirable answer: “. .. This day is
this Scripture fulfilled in your hearing”
(Lk. 4:18-22).

Now the question arises: what power,
what purpose, whatdesire wasbehind the
Incarnation, that it impelled Jesus Christ
toleave His heavenly throne, His magna-
nimity, and to descend to earth, to be
inside the dirty, dusty cave, and later tobe
accused of being possessed by demons,
to be accused of being a glutton and
drunkard, and to face the worst humili-
ation, being nailed on the Cross? Why did
He come and not send another being, an
angel and or an archangel?

The answer to this was given tous by
Hisbeloved disciple John, who says what
God is: “God is love” (I Jn. 4:8). This
affirmative answer was given by the pla-
tonic philosopher Father of the Church,
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, brother of St.
Basil the Great, who says “We have heard
and have learned through the Holy Scrip-
tures that God is love.” God as love calls
to Him the whole of humanity, to come
near to Him and to stay with Him. There-
fore, the plan of the Incarnation of His
Son to save the world, was before the
foundation of the universe. This is proved
by the words of Christ to Nicodemus:
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life . ..” (Jn. 3:16).
No other cause impelled God, to send His
Son to the world except His love for the
world.

The deeper reason for the Incarna-
tion of the Word does not come from
man, but from God. This cause is rooted
deeply in His innermost being before all
ages and in his inexpressible desire that
man and the whole of mankind should
become “His Theophany and His dwell-
ing place,” says Paul Evdokimoff. St.
Maximos the Confessor says, “The world
was created by God, nottoreceive Adam,
but in order to receive Himself, become
man, that man might also become God,
participating by grace in the conditions of
the divine life. In His plan God decided to
become man, in order to unite with man
so0 as to make man divine. According to
John’s testimony, the Incarnation is a
divine visit ‘to His own’” (Jn. 1:11).

And according to St. Maximos, the
Lord “becomes and is born as man, He
who made man, in order to save man, and

with His passion heal our passions; to
accept our passions supernaturally in the
deprivations of His flesh, in order to
renovate our spirit.” St. Gregory the
Theologian says: “Heaven gives what is
most invaluable, most priceless, the Son
of God, with His extraordinary love. The
earth clothes Him with the most interest-
ing garment, simplicity, and with humil-
ity which is fitting for one so perfect in
His magnanimity and His glory.”

The Fathers of the Church say that
the humility of a humble man before a
great man is not humility. The weak,
stooping before the strong is not showing
humility, because hisactionshave notthe
dignity of humility, but are done out of
necessity. God has real humility, because
He is great and empties Himself (eke-
nosen) and becomes a servant, a servant
unto death, even the death on the Cross
(Ph. 2:5-8). St. John of the Ladder, admir-
ing the humility of Christ, says “God
appears before us rather in simplicity and
humility.” The author of the Akathist
Hymn calls Him the upsilon theon—High
God. In this time of human history, when
man intends to make himself the “high
god,” to make himself superman, we in
this age have a deep obligation first to
love Him, and second to elevate Him in
our innermost being. He is our Lord. He
is the hope of the world.

When oflicial people want to present
the President of the United States of
America, they are very laconic. They do
notsay anything about his biography, but
the mere words “Ladies and Gentlemen,
the President of the United States of
America” sulfice and inside the title is
hidden the whole dignity of the office of
presidency. The people do not demand
more information.

But our modern man, especially in
our times, under the progress of the posi-
tive sciences, wants (o put all under the
mirror of the microscope and to analyze
everything in detail, including those
mysteries of the Incarnation that tran-
scend our understanding. For there are
some “extraordinary” events, heavenly
ones, which cannot be analyzed under a
microscope. The saints, on the otherhand,
were humble: St. John Chrysostom praises
the evening of the Incarnation saying,
“Please be patient, because I want to end
my sermon before I begin. Because I am
a coward, I do not have the courage to

examine the supernatural events, I donot
know how to start and where to pointmy
sermon. I see her who gave birth, and Iam
seeing Him who was born, but I cannot
see clearly how this took place. The rule
of nature is overcome wherever God
wants. However the birth of God did not
take place according to natural laws. The
natural laws were putaside, because God's
will was done. How immense is God's
grace! The Only-Begotten Son who ex-
isted before the creation of time, whom
nobody was able to touch, He who is
unique and invisible and bodiless, en-
tered inside the corruptible and material
body. Why? In order to teach us by His
own visible presence and to lead us with
His own teaching to the invisible.”

And he continues: “What can I say,
how shall I address this? The miracle
renders me speechless. He who is old in
days, that is the timeless one, became a
child; He who was sitting upon a high
throne, lies in a manger; He who was
invisible and simple, and uncompassed
and bodiless, is wrapped with human
hands; He who broke the bonds of sin, is
wrapped with baby clothes, because He
wills it. Because He was to make the
dishonor, honor; the infamous, glorious;
and the insult, to make a way for virtue.
However He enters into my body, in
order for me to penetrate into His Word.
Assuming my flesh, He gives His spirit,
in order that by giving and taking he can
make us gain the thesaurus, the treas-
ury, of eternal life. He assumes my flesh
in order to make me holy, He gives His
spirit in order to save me” (Second
Homily, on the Birthday of Christ).

My beloved, during the night of
Christ’s birthin Judea, there was noroom
in the inn for Christ and He was com-
pelled to be born in amanger. The Evan-
gelist Luke, who seems to have received
theinformation from the Theotokos writes
withsomedisappointment, that there “was
no place . .."” Let us give Him a little
space in our innermost self, which is our
heart—not only for Christmas, but for all
our life’s duration, that we may become
worthy when we will depart from here to
be participants in the joy of the life to
come. Amen.

—Archpriest George Dimopoulos,
Professor of New Testament,

St. Tikhon's Seminary i



Saint Stephen’s
Cathedral in
Philadelphia

Celebrates
Twenty Years

“Pain and afflictions follow the Holy
Cross.” This was the theme of His Emi-
nence, Archbishop HERMAN’s sermon
to our pastor, Archpriest Daniel Geeza,
and the faithful of the parish of St. Stephen
the Protomartyr Orthodox Catholic Ca-
thedral, Philadelphia, upon the glorious
celebration of the twentieth anniversary
of the consecration of their Cathedral.

Those fitting words, spoken on Sep-
tember 18, 1994, the Sunday following
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, were
also an appropriate reflection on the
history and beginnings of St. Stephen’s
parish, in the late sixties and early seven-
ties. His Eminence continues: “We must
cherish the past . . . we must forgive . . .
we must love . . . and, as a propos, we
must take up our Cross and defeat all
sufferings.”

In thanksgiving to God, His Emi-
nence concelebrated thismemorial Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy with our pastor,
Father Daniel Geeza. Assisting were
Deacon Andrew Diehl, graduate semi-
narian Gregory Hatrak, and seminarian
Alexei Kurenkov, all of St. Tikhon's
Theological Seminary. Commemora-
tions were offered throughout the Lit-
urgy for our late Pastor Emeritus,
Archpriest Alexander J. Fedoronko, and
for all departed members of the parish,
fallen asleep in the Lord. St. Stephen’s
choir, directed by Daniel Drobish, sang
the responses for the Liturgy. Paul Fe-
doronko read the epistle.

Embraced by the pastoral setting of
Pennypack Park, in the far northeast of
Philadelphia, the magnificent onion-
domed house of worship, St. Stephen’s
Orthodox Catholic Church, dissimilar to
any other in this vast area, was conse-
crated on September 7, 1994,

ELEVATED TO CATHEDRAL
With the recommendation of our late
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Procession to St. Stephen’s Cathedral.

Archbishop Kiprian, spiritual head of
the Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern
Pennsylvania, a proclamation from the
Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox
Church in America, dated October 30,
1974, elevated, and designated, St.
Stephen’s as a Cathedral of the Diocese.
This bestowed honor for the parish was
granted inrecognition of the good works
accomplished by our late Pastor Emeri-
tus, Archpriest Alexander J. Fedoronko,
and the people of the parish, in view of
their achievements in overcoming,
through many years of personal and
corporate sufferings and unlimited sacri-
fices, the depressions and adversity of
litigation and separations, a bare treas-
ury, and very few religious articles with
which to conduct the weekly services.
Father Daniel Geeza, upon the re-
tirement of Father Alexander in June of
1981, was assigned and accepted the
pastorate of the parish of St. Stephen.
With Father Daniel’s guidance and lead-
ership, and upon the occasion of our
fifteenth anniversary, September 17,
1989, the elation of the entire parish was
manifest, as their obligations of a
$400,000 mortgage were discharged with

'

the traditional mortgage burning cere-
mony, fully five years ahead of schedule.
In addition, since that time, the parish
has completed several renovations and
improvements.

Following the Divine Liturgy, a
dinner was held in the cathedral audito-
rium. Honored guests were: His Emi-
nence, Archbishop Herman; Father
Daniel and Matushka Mary Geeza;
Archpriest John Udics, pastor of Holy
Assumption Orthodox Church, South
Philadelphia, and Dean of our Philadel-
phia Deanery of the Diocese; Matushka
Mary Fedoronko, widow of our late
Pastor Emeritus, Father Alexander; Mr.
William Kraftician, parish warden and
choir director; Mr. Martin Paluch, and
the deacon and seminarians from St.
Tikhon’s Seminary named above.

In brief remarks during the post-
dinner program, His Eminence reflected
on his recent visits to parishes in Russia
and Poland, and noted the similarities
between the trials and tribulations of
those peoples, and those of the St
Stephen’sduring its early history. “There
is a common bond here . . . the difficult
path evident for the establishment of our



Church.” His Eminence concluded his
remarks by saying, “The love of worship
inRussiaand Poland demands full atten-
tion to worship.” Father Daniel expressed
his gratitude, and that of the parish, for
His Eminence’s visit with us, and for his
much-appreciated comments and exhor-
tations. Father Daniel commended the
people of the parish for their goodness
throughout his pastorate, and for all of
their accomplishments over the past
twenty years. He referred all to the ‘“Tree
of Life’ displayed in the auditorium,
speaking of this Mighty Oak mural,
whose “roots signified nourishment by
the benefactors of the parish; the limbs,
the support by our founders, and the
leaves, the future of our Church—the
children.”

William Kraftician reiterated
Father’scomments. Heexpressed appre-
ciation to the chairlady of this anniver-
sary celebration, Mrs. Lydia Magee, for
her stewardship of the event, and pre-
sented her with abouquetof flowers. Our
sincerest gratitude to those who also
contributed to the success of the event:
Mrs. Claudia Brozda; Mrs. Kim Perrone,
architect of the Tree of Life mural; Mrs.
Connie Skvir; Mrs. OlgaOprouseck; Mrs.
Alice Karpiak; Mr. Nicholas Cronin; Mr.
Joseph O’Brick, and Mr. Peter Linski.

Father John Udics, on behalf of the
deanery and his parish, congratulated the
parish. “We all must call upon our faith
as Christians, and as your patron saint,
St. Stephen the First Martyr, carry on
your good works . . . as that given to you
by the founders and benefactors . . .
twenty years ago.”

None of the above would have been
possible without the continuous dedica-
tion and commitmentin stewardship and
volunteerism by so many in our parish.
Assisting Father Daniel in the admini-
stration of our cathedral parish are the
parish council members: William Krafti-
cian, warden; Paul Cholakis, assistant
warden; Larry Skvir, recording secre-
tary; Charles Colter, financial secretary;
and Lorraine Kane, treasurer. Trustees
elected: Nicholas Cronin, Paul Fe-
doronko, William Gavula, Nadia Kole-
snik, Lydia Magee, Janice Nass, Larry
Perrone, Al Silvera, Walter Stepha-
nowich, and Dr. Michael Taptykoff.

Organizations of the parish are the
St. Stephen’s Women’s Society, St

Stephen’s Orthodox Catholic Fellowship
(FROC), the Sunday School Program,
the St. Stephen’s Choir, directed by
William Kraftician with the assistance of
Daniel Drobish, and the Parent-Teacher
Association. The anniversary celebra-

tionreflects anew the unselfish contribu-
tions of all those individuals and organi-
zations who contribute to the life and
growth of St. Stephen’s Cathedral. We
are indeed blessed and most fortunate!
—Nicholas B. Horsky

Anniversary Banquet.
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Archbishop Herman and children of the parish.
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St. Herman’s Parish
Builds New Church

After many years of hard work and
perseverance, the faithful of St. Herman
of Alaska Orthodox Church, formerly of
Wallingford, Pa., witnessed the blessing
of their new church and social hall lo-
cated on the beautifully landscaped prop-
erty on Gradyville Road (Rt 352),
Edgemont Township, Pa.

On Sunday, November 6, the faith-
ful, led by the pastor, Father John Perich,
celebrated the last Divine Liturgy at the
Williamson Free Trade School on Mid-
dletown Road, Middletown, Pa., which
has served as the temporary “church” for
the community since last year, when the
parish sold its former property in
Wallingford.

Following the service, the faithful
traveled to the new site where they wit-
nessed the lesser blessing of the new
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St. Herman's Church.

edifice, which was celebrated by Father
John and Father James Laliberte of St.
George’s Greek Orthodox Church, Lima,
Pa. The service was very uplifting for all
participants, who included many of the
original founding members who joined
togetherin 1973 to organize an Orthodox
parish in the Delaware County area.

On Sunday, November 13, 1994, the
first Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the
new church by Father John Perich and
Father Archpriest Dimitry Voytilla of St.
Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in
Coatesville, Pa., who with his faithful,
joined with their sister church in this
glorious celebration to the Glory of God.

The service, which wasattended by a
large crowd, was truly a celebration of
the Lord’s work. The choir, under the
directionof Reader Gregory Hubiak, sang

the joyous and stirring responses, which
brought tears to many in the congrega-
tion. Almost the entire church received
the precious and holy body and blood of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on this
most solemn occasion in the life of the
community. At the conclusion of the
service, Father Perich intoned the tradi-
tional Memory Eternal to all thedeceased
hierarchs, priests, and laymen who de-
parted this life and who were involved in
the formation and the early years of the
parish’s founding: Archbishop Kiprian,
Archimandrite Sebastian (Gyza),
Archpriest Alexander Fedoronko, and
Archpriest Vladimir Borichevsky. Father
Perich also intoned the Many Years for
the parishioners and the members of the
building committee who worked dili-
gently to build the church: Reader Oleg



Dudkin, Don Motel, William Bone, and
LuAnn Motel, the parish president. In-
terestingly, the responses for the Mem-
ory Eternal and the Many Years were
sung by the children of the parish in
grateful appreciation for the many sacri-
fices the adult members of the parish
have made in building the church. Eve-
ryone was truly moved to tears by thisact
of love by the children of St. Herman of
Alaska Sunday School, which is a very
important part of the community. As the
faithful venerated the Holy Cross, each
was presented with a handmade Star
magnet with the inscription, “North Star
of Christ’s Holy Church,” a gift of the
children to those in attendance. Truly it
wasa “day which the Lord has made” for
all of the faithful and friends who made
the effort to attend.

Following the service, a luncheon
was served by the ladies of the parish in
the newly-equipped hall, which was at-
tached to the new church. The parish,
which has a capacity of two hundred,
was built in a style reminiscent of the
many Russian Orthodox churches in
Alaska—the walls are white stucco,
trimmed with both light blue and dark
blue highlights characteristic of many of
the Eskimo and Athabascan churches
along the Yukon, Kuskokwim, and
Nushagak riverregions, where the origi-
nal Russian missionaries from the
Valaam Monastery preached the holy
Orthodox faith to the native people of
America.

The church will begin work on the
interior of the church with future plans
for an iconostasis, mural icons of the
Saints of America and two towers, as
well as a choir loft and extension of the
parish social hall. These additions will
be accomplished in several phases over
the years as the parish community grows
in size. The formal dedication and con-
secration and blessing of a new Holy
Table will take place in the spring of
1995, when the parish plans a gala cele-
bration and banquet. The Divine Liturgy
is celebrated at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday.
Everyone is invited to attend and see the
newest church of the Diocese of Eastern
Pennsylvania, alasting monument to the
two hundredth year of Orthodoxy in
North America.

Glory be to God for all!

Interior of the Church.

P

Divine Liturgy at St. Herman'’s.

May the Blessing of Christmas
Bring Peace and Joy to the clergy
and faithful of our Diocese
and to the patrons
of our publication

throughout the New Year.

The Editorial Staff of Your Diocese Alive in Christ.
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I St. Tikhon's Seminary, 194-95 Academic year. .

... And God Gave The Increase

In this year of the celebration of two
hundred years of Orthodoxy on this con-
tinent, we can truly make our own the
words of the Holy Prophet and King
David: O give thanks unto the Lord; for
he is good: for his mercy endureth for
ever (Psalm 136:1). We indeed have much
to give thanks for. We especially rejoice
over the glorification of two new holy
men, Saint Jacob of Alaska and Saint
Alexis of Wilkes-Barre, who now join
the ranks of the blessed in the Kingdom of
God. Truly, the Church’s acknowledge-
ment of their lives of holiness and their
labors in the vineyard of Christ are a
fitting crown for this bicentennial year.

How fitting it is, then, thatin the very
year in which these two outstanding pas-
tors are glorified, we see the highest en-
rollment at the Orthodox Seminary of
Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk. Our beloved
school, which was founded as a school
for pastors, continues to this day to fulfill
that holy task. Saint Alexis, whose holy
relics repose in the monastery church,
labored as a priest for many years, not
only in this area of Eastern Pennsylvania,
but throughout the United States, guiding
and protecting the sheep of his flock. He
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is certainly rejoicing as he beholds the
many students who are coming to Saint
Tikhon’s in search of pastoral and theo-
logical training. Today, we have filled
the Leonty Dormitory with forty-six men
of varying ages and background, eager to
serve Christ’s Holy Church. The work
which Saint Alexis began many years
ago is now bearing fruit a hundred fold.

Butitis not only the seminary which
is experiencing growth. Saint Tikhon’s
Monastery as well is seeing a strengthen-
ing of its monastic presence. The monas-
tery dormitory is full and several pro-
spectlive novices have been told to wait
because there is presently no room for
them. While the rule of prayer and the
liturgical cycle continue to form the cen-
ter of life at the monastery, all the monas-
tics are also busy with various obedi-
ences, both in the monastery as well as in
the seminary. From the very beginning,
the monastery and seminary have been
united in their prayers and their labors for
the building up of the Church in this land.
Even before the founding of the monas-
tery, the idea of a close association be-
tween the monastery and a pastoral school
was proposed. In 1903, Fr. Alexander

Nemolovsky wrote: “Certainly a few
monks with higher theological education
could be found for this monastery, who
would become professors of a Pastoral
Seminary. For this, it seems, one could
not find amore suitable place . .. Here the
site itself of a seminary would find them
immersedin studies and notdistracted by
exterior things.”' And indeed, the monas-
ticcommunity today offers its services to
the seminary, not only in the classroom,
but also in the library, in the church, and
even in the kitchen. The monks are ever
aware that their existence and growth
today is the result of the prayers and
labors of those who went before them.

Our Holy Father among the Saints,
Patriarch Tikhon, and his co-laborer
Archbishop Arseny, of Blessed Memory,
were the first to plant the small seed that
continues to grow to this day. Saint Tikhon
himself, at the consecration of the monas-
tery in 1906, spoke these words:

“Let us hope that our monastery,
presenty small by the number ofits broth-
erhood, will become like the mustard

seed, ‘which is the smallest of all seeds,

A
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ican Orthodax A ger, Vol. 7, No.
13, 1903, quoted in the Tikhonaire, 1985, page 28.



but when it has grown, itis the greatest of
all shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches’ (Matthew 13:32). The hopes
and desires go further: I would like our
monastery to become, according to the
words of the Savior, ‘like aleaven which
a woman took and hid in three measures
of meal, till it was all leavened’” (Mat-
thew 13:33).% After many years, the ex-
pectations of Saint Tikhon are being ful-
filled. From that first seed, a tender shoot
has grown, ever so slowly, sheltered from
the winds of the world by the prayers that
have been offered daily in the monastery
church. And indeed, both students and
monastics have been strengthened spiri-
tually through the rich liturgical life of-
fered here. Bishop Jonah, the seminary
rector from 1953 to 1955, pointed out this
truth many years ago, in an address he
gave to the students:

“Your most important classroom is
right here in this Church, on this very
cleros. Here you will learn what no class-
room in any college will be able to teach
you. Here you will learn to love the beauty
of Orthodox worship; here you will be
schooled in the wisdom of the Holy Fa-
thers, and you will learn the proper atti-
tude becoming an Orthodox priest.”” Thus
strengthened by the life of prayer, the
students can more easily set themselves
to the task of acquiring the necessary
knowledge. Nevertheless, the wisest
among men know that knowledge and
truth are found not so much in learning
facts and figures, but in purity of heart
and the fear of God. One such wise man
was ourbeloved Hierarch, Saint Nicholai
of Zhicha, who spent his last years at the
monastery and seminary. Saint Nicholai,
himselfahighly educated man, neverthe-
less knew the qualities of a true Shep-
herd:

“The apostles did not speak as secu-
lar sages, nor as philosophers, and cer-
tainly not as theorists who create hy-
potheses about nothing at all, in order to
invent something. They speak about
things which they did not seek, but which
they found themselves in the midst of
unexpectedly ... Theircalling was that of

7 Add of His Holi , Tikhon, Archbishop of the
Aleutians and North America, given at the consecration of
Saint Tikhon's Monastery and Church, May 17/30, 1806.
Quoted in the Tikhonalre, 1985, page 44,

? B. Kamensky, “On the Occasion of the Twentisth
Anniversary of Saint Tikhon's Seminary,” 1958,

fishermen—an utterly down-to-earth
occupation. And, while they were catch-
ing fish, the God-man came to them and,
carefully and genty, began to lead them
to a new calling in His service . . . The
apostles saw not just one miracle, but
many; they heard not just one lesson but
innumerable—enough tofillmany books.
In brief, they were given, personally and

At

atfirst hand, thousands of wonderful facts
whichare gathered together and affirmed
in the one enormous fact that Christ is
God and man, the Son of the living God,
the Saviour of men, who loves them as He
saves them; the almighty Judge of the
living and the dead.”

In his years here, Saint Nicholai taught
the virtue of being a good shepherd and
pastor, both by his words and his ex-
ample. He took to heart the words of our
Lord, Who said: “Iam the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me and [ in
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me, ye can do nothing” (John
15:5). Saint Nicholai, and all the holy
ones who builtand shaped the monastery,
who directed and taught at the seminary,
or who merely walked upon these holy
grounds, knew thatall their labors would
be in vain without the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ. And thus, they had only one
thought: to do all things for the glory of
God and for the strengthening of His

Archbishop Herman meets with the foreign students.

Holy Church.

Thanks be to God, this vision contin-
ues today. Our well-educated faculty
brings to the seminary the riches of Ortho-
dox theology. But foremost in the hearts
of all teachers, whether they be priest,
monk, or layman, is the desire to “travail
in labor, till Christ be formed” in the
students (Galatians 4:19). Both students

and faculty know that this can be accom-
plished only through their common striv-
ing tolive alife of virtue and holiness. For
this, they have the examples of Saint
Tikhon, Saint Alexis, Saint Nicholai, and
all the saints andrighteous ones who have
labored here.

We are all thankful to God that He
has blessed us with such growth in both
the seminary and monastery. Our prayer
is that the Lord will enable this growth to
spread throughoutour Churchin thisland,
through the intercessions of the patron of
all monastics in this land, our God-fear-
ing Father, Herman of Alaska, through
the intercessions of Saint Tikhon of
Moscow, Confessor and founder of the
Monastery of Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk in
America, through the intercession of Saint
Nicholai of Zhicha, Rector of the Semi-
nary of Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk, through
the intercession of Saint Alexis, Confes-
sor and Defender of Orthodoxy in Amer-
ica, and of all the Saints. Amen.
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St. Tikhon’s Seminary Participates In
International Consultation

Of Orthodox Theological Schools

St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary was
recently represented at the V Interna-
tional Consultation of Orthodox Theo-
logical Schools, which was held on the
island of Halki, near Constantinople
(Istanbul, Turkey) on August 13-20.

Officially opened with a welcoming
speech by His All Holiness, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomeos], the Consul-
tation took place on the site of the historic
Halki Theological School.

Nearly seventy Orthodox theologi-
ans, educators, and students from over
thirty schools and fifteen different coun-
tries gathered together for a week of
prayer, presentations, discussions, and
debate.

The Consultation was organized un-
der the direction of SYNDESMOS, the
World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth.
SYNDESMOS provides the only inter-
national framework for cooperation be-
tween Orthodox theological schools, and
has organized four such consultations in
previous years.

The purpose of the consultation was
twofold. The first objective was to pro-
mote unity and cooperation among Ortho-
dox theological schools by encouraging
personal encounter and the exchange of
ideas and experiences. The second goal
was to facilitate the development of ap-
propriate responses, both theological and
practical, to the many challenges facing
Orthodox theological education today.

A rich and diverse mixture of ethnic
backgrounds was present. There were
participants from Finland, Lebanon,
Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, France, Brit-
ain, Georgia, Canada, Romania, Poland,
and the United States,

The daily program was intense; it
included services, discussion groups, and
informal meetings. Most inspiring were

2

thekeynote presentations, which included
such themes as The Mission of Orthodox
Theological Education Today, Orthodox
Theological Education and Parish Life,
Orthodox Theological Education and
Modernity, and Theological Education
in Scripture and History.

Among therenowned theologians who
presented papers were Bishop Kallistos
of Diokleia (Oxford, England), Bishop
Maximos of Pittsburgh (USA), Prof.
Marios Begzos (University of Athens,
Greece), Fr. Thomas Hopko (St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, USA), Prof. Dimi-
tra Koukoura (University of Thessalon-
iki, Greece), Fr. Vladimir Vorobiev
(Russia), Fr. George Kotchetkov (Rus-
sia), and Fr. K.M. George (India).

Some of the themes the discussion
groups focused on were Orthodox Theo-
logical Educationand Parish Life, Priest-
hood and Laity inTheological Education,
Curriculum  Development and
Methodology, Selection of Students and
Faculty, and Theological Education and
Spiritual Life.

With respect to this last theme, St
Tikhon's Seminary was held up as an
example of the ideal situation, where
Orthodox education is properly placed
within a solid eucharistic and spiritually
centered environment, with the monastic
selting as the most desirable of all. It was
repeatedly mentioned that Orthodox theo-
logical studies should be organically and
intimately linked within a living liturgi-
cal community, where top priority is given
to the development of the students’ spiri-
tual formation.

The week's activities also included
pilgrimages to some of the more impor-
tant sites in Constantinople. Among these
were the famous churches of Agia So-
phia, Chora, and Blacharnae. There was

also a tour of the offices of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate. On the Feast of the
Dormition of the Mother of God, His All
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomeos offici-
ated in the Church of the Dormition,
which is one of the oldest churches in the
city.

The sense of a common liturgical life
was strongly felt and appreciated among
the participants, as all gathered together
twice daily for the regular services in the
church of Halki’s historic Monastery of
the Holy Trinity.

A spirit of pan-Orthodoxy pervaded
the worship services, where the liturgical
language rotated daily among the various
ethnic backgrounds of the participants.
This spirit of unity was highlighted at the
conclusion of the Consultation, when a
pan-Orthodox vespers was held, with
participants from all the various coun-
tries alternating the chanting of hymns
and reading of prayers in their respective
native languages.

The Ecumenical Patriarch even gave
his blessing to celebrate the Feast of the
Transfiguration according to the old cal-
endar date, in order to facilitate the par-
ticipants from Russia and those others
who follow the old calendar. The liturgy
was most inspiring, celebrated in both
Greek and Slavonic, by His Grace Bishop
Kallistos from Oxford.

In order to promote a closer coopera-
tion among the various schools, and to
exchange our various experiences and
backgrounds, delegates proposed a more
systematic sharing of materials, programs,
and methods, and even perhaps an ex-
change of students and faculty in the
future.

The Consultation concluded with a
list of recommendations and priorities
aimed at supporting the development of



Orthodox theological education. These
recommendations emphasized the inti-
mate relationship between faith and
knowledge, which should be expressed
in a communal eucharistic and liturgical
life and strengthened by the guidance of
spiritual fathers and confessors. This
forms the proper foundation for an Ortho-
dox theological school.

It was a joy to see St. Tikhon’s Semi-
nary so well known and respected
throughout the Orthodox world. And this
isinregard to the unique position that the
monastery offers the school, which gives
St. Tikhon's the reputation for its patris-
tic and traditional orientation toward
theological education.

All participants, both faculty and stu-
dents, left the historic city of Constantin-
ople with a renewed spirit and amore en-
lightened attitude toward the present
conditions, and future possibilities, of
Orthodox theological education. New
friendships were formed, old friendships
rekindled, and the Consultation gave birth
to a new hope for even better relations
among the Orthodox theological schools
around the world.

It was truly an inspiring week, not
only for the opportunity to meet and
befriend the many young, up-and-com-
ing theologians of our Orthodox Church,
but also for the chance to come together
in prayer with one another. The quality of
the students and faculty, as well as their
sincerity and commitment to the Ortho-
dox Church, were most impressive in-
deed.

—Dr. Harry Boosalis
Professor of Dogmatic Theology
St. Tikhon’s Seminary

Interview with Elizabeth Bonczar,
New President of St. Tikhon’s Seminary
Century Association

Conducted by the editor of Your Diocese
Alive in Christ.

Congratulations on your election to
the presidency of the Century Associa-
tion! Can you tell us about your back-
ground?

Thank you! It was truly an honor to
beelected. I believe thatI am a servant of
the Lord. Besides serving on the Century
Association, I am also a member of the
Board of Trustees of St. Tikhon's Ortho-
dox Seminary. Onmy parishlevel, Isiton
the councilof All Saints Orthodox Church,
Olyphant, Pa., and act as the Sunday
School Coordinator and teach our first
grade class. I am the Lt. Governor for the
Anthracite District of the Federated
Russian Orthodox Clubs, and I am an
active member of the FROC Chapter
#105.

I'am the daughter of Mary Zablotsky
Semon and the late Joseph Semon, Jr.,
and was born in Scranton, Pa. I was
educated in the Scranton public schools,
Madison #33 and Central High, and then
went on to become the first woman to
earn a Penn State University Ph.D. de-
gree in Mineral Economics. I am a vice-
president of Casket Shells, Inc., a family-
run business located in Eynon, Pa. I also
am the president of the Penn State Advi-
sory Board at the Worthington Scranton
Campus; co-president of the American
Association of University Women, Scran-
ton Branch; vice-presidentof the Univer-
sity of Scranton Campus School; a board
member of the Scranton Council for Lit-
eracy Advance and the Day Nursery
Association, and I am a Girl Scout leader
and volunteer. My husband, Lawrence J.
Bonczar, Ph.D., and I are parents of Kazi,
age 16, who attends Phillips Academy in
Andover, Mass.,, and Larry, 11, and
Michael 8, attending the University of
Scranton Campus School.

Did your company recently receive a
special award from the United Nations
and isn’t it your company that has helped
move and consolidate freight for the

Orthodox Church in America Russian
reliefdrives?

Yes! In October the Scranton Chap-
ter of the United Nations Association
gave our family-run business special
recognition during this U.N. International
Year of the Family for our exemplary
service to the
community we
live in and to the
global market we
serve by fulfill-
ing our corporate
motto “Local
People Caring
for Local
People.” Over

Elizabeth Bonczar

the past two
years, and continuing even today, our
trucking division is acting as a freight
consolidator and forwarder for goods and
medical equipment being sent to aid re-
lief efforts in Eastern Europe sponsored
by the O.C.A.

Considering how busy you are, why
are you committed to the Century Asso-
ciation?

I see St. Tikhon's Orthodox Semi-
nary as a beacon of light for Orthodoxy in
our country and world. If we want to
spread the word of Orthodoxy, we need
to be committed to the mission of our
seminary.

What is the mission of the Associa-
tion?

Ourorganization was foundedin 1971
to promulgate the Orthodox faith through
the support of the ideals of St. Tikhon's
Seminary, dedicated in its quest for spiri-
tual enrichment and academic excellence
in preparation of candidates for the Holy
Priesthood. Forovernineteen years, under
the leadership of John Boyko, past presi-
dent, the Association grew to be the major
fundraising organization for the semi-
nary. Since I also sit on the Seminary
Board, I truly understand the significance
of the Association’s financial support to
the seminary and we need to grow on this

Continued on the next page.
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Interview With Elizabeth Bonczar
Continued from page 23.

wonderful base of members to meet our
goals for this year. Simply stated, our
mission is to raise as much money as
possible to support the work of the semi-
nary in producing the best possible spiri-
tual leaders for our religion.

What are the goals for this year?

At our last annual meeting, the goals
were set toraise $100,000 and toincrease
our membership to one thousand mem-
bers.

How do you plan on accomplishing
these lofty goals?

With the help of the Lord all things
are possible! We first must assure our
current member base that they are appre-
ciated and will continue to receive com-
munication from the executive commit-
tee on the progress of our fundraising
efforts during the year. Second, we must
continue to develop and foster new
members through personal referrals for
me to follow up on, or through current
member initiatives. Third, we must have
successful fundraising events!

What does it cost to be a member?

Members are asked to contribute a
minimum of $100 annually and member-
ship contributions are tax deductible. Our
membership formsindicate members can
select to give $100, $200, $250, $500, or
$1000 or more. Membership contribu-
tions can be paid annually, semi-annu-
ally, quarterly, or monthly.

What do members get for their dona-
tions?

Besides the personal satisfaction of
knowing you are supporting the Lord’s
work at the seminary, you also will re-
ceive special tokens of appreciation such
as the Orthodox Pocket Planner and at-
tendance at a special reception held at the
annual St. Tikhon’s Memorial Day Ban-
quet.

Do you see the structure of the or-
ganization changing?

I believe there is the possibility for
our national association to blossom by
developing local or regional chapters. A
special chapter of members-at-large may
be appropriate for graduates of the semi-
nary. Our immediate past president, Bill
Gilbert, felt strongly about fundraising
being done ona more local level since the
membership is located all over the coun-
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try and fundraisers just in northeastern
Pennsylvania alone do not serve the full
scope of ourmembership. I think thatitis
possible, with some Christian leadership,
to institute stewardship on behalf of the
seminary in many locations throughout
our country!

What are some of the upcoming fun-
draisers being planned?

Iunderstand there are tentative plans
to have fundraisers in Connecticut, Pitts-
burgh, Philadelphia, and possibly Long
Island. Just think if our churches that are
members and members in regional areas
could work together to raise money for

the Association, we could easily double
our fundraising efforts. Consider the
possibilities! As I learn more about our
membership, I will be sharing more fun-
draising ideas with everyone.

On a national level, we are currently
conducting a raffle of three magnificent
black lacquer boxes donated by Father
JohnPerich. The donation perraffle ticket
is $1.00 and tickets can be purchased
from any member or by contacting me via
the seminary. The raffle will be held on
February 19, 1994, at our Century Asso-
ciation Russian Mardi-Gras or Maslen-
itsa (Festival of cheese).

Russian Mardi Gras

Maslenitsa

February 19, 1995

During the last two weeks before the
beginning of the Great and Holy Lent of
the Orthodox Church, the people of pre-
revolutionary Russia celebrated with
various festivals and revelry. On the last
Sunday before the first day of Lent, the
traditional Maslenitsa or Cheese festival
was celebrated, with the traditional yeast-
raised pancakes covered with caviar, sour
cream, chopped eggs, and melted butter.
Smoked fishes and various other gar-
nishes were also consumed in great quan-
tities during the entire week.

In pre-revolutionary Russia, from St.
Petersburg to Moscow and in all the pro-
vincial cities and towns, there was much
merry-making during these two weeks,
Whole festival towns were erected fea-
turing “Petrushka” puppet theaters, mar-
ket boots, huge ice-slides, merry-go-
rounds, swings, and restaurants. Vendors
of all types lined the carnival streets,
hawking blini, tea from piping-hot samo-
vars, gingerbread dolls, many sorts of
nuts, fruits, and sweets, and finally, toys
and amusing artifacts. Jugglers, bear
handlers, mimes, and buffoons with their
funny antics and jokes entertained the
masses. The sounds of balalaikas, flutes,
accordians, and clarinets filled the air as
dancers competed with each other in the
central squares.

In St. Petersburg, the imperial capi-

Pasonick Hotel

Dickson City, Pa.

tal, all the theaters offered concerts and
performances twice a day, and at the
conclusion of the week, all masked revel-
ers were invited to a huge public mas-
querade ball which was held in the main
theater (Bolshoi). Here the humble and
the grand of Russia rubbed shoulders in
complete anonymity, The theater was
full of unique and varied costumes and
masks, and by tradition, the Emperor of
Russiaattended and could be approached
by any masked damsel regardless of rank.
The last three days all official and formal
affairs ceased, schools and universities
suspended classes, and all public offices
were closed. The revelry reached a final
high pitch. In the villages, the people
erected a “straw” Prince Maslenitsa, who
wasenthroned inasleigh before abounti-
fully laden table. On the final Sunday, he
was drawn through the streets to be cere-
moniously burned ina huge bonfire while
the crowds shouted: Farewell, Farewell
Maslenitsa!

In the cities, the jugglers and buf-
foons, the hawkers and the masked revel-
ers began to wind things down. Slowly
the great swings stopped theirmotionand
the final sleds sped down the slides for
one lastride. Crowds began todisperse as
the great church bells tolled throughout
the city at 6:00 p.m. and everything be-

Continued on the next page.



came silent. The Greatand Holy Lenthad
begun!

All public amusements ceased. Bril-
liant clothing and jewels were put away
until Pascha. No meat or dairy products
were allowed to be consumed for the
lenten period. The sound of lenten and
solemn hymns filled the night air as the

Special Events on Saturday, February 18th:

Orthodox Christians began their prepara-
tion for the deep, mystical joy of the
GreatLent, which would culminate in the
great and glorious Resurrection of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Even though many of these customs
have faded away, this year, we the
members of the St. Tikhon’s Century

Place: Pasonick Hotel

Located on Route 6 in Dickson City, Pa.

Formerly Known as the Treadway

Association, will try to recreate some of
the atmosphere of past Russian Mardi-
Gras by donning costumes, gowns, eth-
nic costumes, or whatever, and joining in
the revelry of this week. Remember,
everyone is invited to join in the festivi-
ties where we will crown our own Prince
and Princess of the Maslenitsa!

St. Tikhon’s Century Association
Russian Winter Festival

Date: Weekend of February 17 through 20, 1995

Special Rates: $36.00 for single, $46.00 for double, plus tax.
Call 717-383-9979 for reservations.

The Pasonick Hotel will be turned into a Russian Collectible, Jewelry, Fine Art and Antique Bazaar
featuring Father John Perich’s Treasures from Around the World!
A Russian Folk Ensemble, “Misha and Natasha” will entertain shoppers and diners

four times during the day!

The Hotel's excellent chef will be featuring along with his regular menu, a Russian menu.

Special Event on Sunday, February 19th:

Russian Mardi-Gras

Maslenitza - A Cheesefare Pre-Lenten Celebration

Time: 2:00 P.M. - Opening with a traditional Russian greeting
Banquet: Featuring a Russian Style Menu
Entertainment: A famous Balalaika Orchestra and “Misha and Natasha"l
A visit by Father Frost and a Traditional Snow Princess
Crowning of our own Prince and Princess of the Maslenitsal

Co-Chairs: Father John Perich and Mrs. Florence M. Boyko

Dress: Costumes, gowns, ethnic costumes, or whatever!

Reservations should be sent to:
Florence M. Boyko

211 Summit Point, Scranton, PA 18508

717-343-2232

NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 5, 1995
Please make checks payable to: St. Tikhon's Century Association

Ticket Price for Banquet: Adult $25.00 Child $15.00
Promise: Fun to be had by alll (No speeches, just old-fashioned fun!)




December 1994

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During this season of joyful anticipation of the birth of our Lord, I hope this letter finds
you in good health and spiritsl As we reflect on the blessings we have received during
this year, let us not forget the important role our St. Tikhon's Orthodox Seminary has
served in its quest for spiritual enrichment and academic excellence in preparation of
candidates for the Holy Priesthood. As the star led the wise men to the Christ Child, our
seminary is a beacon of light for Orthodoxy in this world.

Please show your appreciation for the good work being done at the seminary by joining
the Century Association. The Century Association is the major fundraising organization
for St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary. Members are asked to contribute a minimum of
$100.00 annually, and membership contributions are tax deductible. As a member you
will receive special tokens of appreciation and announcements of Century Association
activities.

May the blessings of this holiday season fill your homes and hearts.

th love in Christ,
‘g} =7, Benes?’
Elizabeth Semon Boﬁcza.r, Ph.D.
President
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On a beautiful fall day the faithful
gathered together at the monastery church
for the Annual Founder’s Day, toremem-
ber the founder of St. Tikhon’s Seminary
and Monastery, St. Tikhon the Patriarch,
and to commemorate his blessed life. His
Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius, and
His Eminence, Archbishop Herman,
along with many diocesan and visiting
clergy celebrated the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy, which included a procession
around the monastery church with the
relics of St. Tikhon the Patriarch, as the
bells rang and the choir sang.

His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodo-
sius, delivered the liturgy’s homily. He
described St. Tikhon as a “pious man”
who “possessed no perceivable gifts that
distinguished him from others,” adding
that he “was an ‘ordinary’ man whose
faithfulness to Christ and his Church

Procession with the relics

Founder’s Day 1994
A Celebration of the “Ordinary” Man

]

separated him from the standards and
agenda of the world.”

His Beatitude contrasted St. Tikhon’s
values with those of our contemporary
culture, noting that in it “the charismatic
and flamboyantare soughtout.” Headded,
“Within and outside the Church. . . there
isanunhealthy craving for the ‘extraordi-
nary’ ... In the Church, especially in our
seminaries and monasteries, there is the
tendency to misuse learning and spiritu-
ality. Tragically, there are those whostudy
and pray in order to become noticed in
order o become leaders and saviors of
the Church.”

“Dear fathers and brothers, thisis not
the goal of learning and praying.” His
Beatitude charged us rather to serve Christ
truly, as did St. Patriarch Tikhon. “Let us
learn from our Holy Father Tikhon to flee
from this delusion. Like the founder of

of St. Patriarc}-\ Tikhon, held b;r Archbishop Herman.

this monastery, we are to humbly serve
our Master even if it means that few will
listen, evenifit means that like St. Tikhon
we are betrayed and abandoned for what
is acceptable and pleasing to the world.
Like St. Tikhon we are called to open the
mind and heart so we may hear the Word
of God and do His Will. This s the call for
the Ordinary Man, and from this call the
extraordinary is revealed, drawing all to
the Triune God of Love and Truth.”

At the conclusion of the liturgy, just
before the veneration of the Cross, His
Beatitude presented our beloved Arch-
bishop Herman with the Order of St.
Innocent the Apostle, which is the high-
est award that the Church offers to an
individual for recognition of the life and
service given for the upbuilding of the
Church. Then the Metropolitan led the

Continued on the next page.
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Founder’s Day 1994

Continued from page 27.

faithful together in singing, “God grant
many years” to His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Herman.

Following the liturgy, the faithful
reassembled at the seminary for a pleas-
ant banquet served by the seminarians.
The toastmaster for the dinner program
was the V. Rev. John Kowalczyk. Father
John introduced the honored guests at the
head table: His Beatitude, Metropolitan
Theodosius; His Eminence, Archbishop
Herman; V. Rev. Daniel Donlick, Dean
Emeritus of St. Tikhon’s Seminary; Wil-
liam Gilbert, president of the Century
Association; John Paluch, president of
the Friends of St. Tikhon’s; Walter Pal-
chik, vice-presidentof the Century Asso-
ciation; John Boyko, former president of
the Century Association; and the V. Rev.
SergeiGlagolev, atrustee of St. Tikhon's
Seminary.

The first speaker was Metropolitan
Theodosius, who gave recognition to the
“energetic commitment on the part of all
who make up the Century Association,”
who have given and continue “to offer the
steady financial support” necessary to
enable St. Tikhon’s Seminary to continue
its mission “to prepare candidates for the
priesthood, as well as offering additional
programs for the edification of those
seeking a grounding in Orthodox life and
thought. .. capable of meeting the grow-
ing challenges of American society and
culture.”

“I wantall of us to make sure that our
commitment to the seminary springs from
something other than the seminary itself
... we must be absolutely sure that our
commitment emerges from a common
desire to seek first the Kingdom of God
and its righteousness (Matt. 6:33) ... Our
Lord commands us to seek the Kingdom
of the Father first, for this is the only way
we will know how to serve the Church.
And it is only by seeking the Kingdom
first that we can be assured that whatever
is needed by the Church will be given so
as to continue the mission of Christ.”

After His Beatitude’s address, An-
drew (Keith) Lowe, president of St.
Tikhon's Seminary student government,
presented a plaque to Jeanette and Theo-
dore Sagan in recognition of their past
and continuous devoted service to the
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seminary community. A gift ($13,500)
was then presented by Mr. William Gilbert
on behalf of the Century Association to
His Eminence, Archbishop Herman, for
St. Tikhon’s Seminary.

In conclusion, His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Herman, spoke about all of the
“pastefforts and contributions” that have
been selflessly given for the upbuilding
of the life and the mission of the Church.
He spoke of the current needs, citing as
example the rebuilding of Met. Platon’s
Chapel, the Old Bell Tower, and the
monastery church building, roof, and
cupolas that will require “present and
future efforts” of committed support to
enable these buildings and repair projects
to be completed. He gave special recog-
nition to the faithful generous financial
support given by Mr. Paul Wozniak, who
along with other benefactors, are those
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Archbishop Herman receives the Order of St. Innocent.

who “give to the Church first,” above and
before any other priorities and considera-
tions. It is this kind of devoted effort and
service, His Eminence, Archbishop Her-
man concluded, from “ordinary” men
and women that will enable the Church to
continue and complete her Mission.
The day was an inspiration to all,
reminding us to follow St. Tikhon’s ex-
ample of serving Christ for his glory and
not for our own, and to put this into
practice also by sharing our earthly treas-
ure toenable Christ’s work to go forward.
Through the prayers of the Holy Patri-
arch Tikhon, who remained a faithful
servantof Christ despite the severe perse-
cution he endured, may we see our way
clearly to serve Christ as he did, and to
pray and work for the upbuilding of his
Holy Church.




The Life Of Saint Marina

Prologue

Saint Marina believed
with her whole heart in
Christ, and throughout her
whole life her faith gave her
courage and strength for the
decisions she made and for
the deeds she accomplished.

She was a young and
pretty girl with exceptional
natural and spiritual gifts.
Life, with its deceitful traps,
called to her to enjoy her
youth. An endless ocean of
temptations of this false
world were calling her to
vain delights and soul-de-
stroying pleasures. Every-
thing around her seemed to
say to her: “Come, Marina,
and enjoy yourself. Live now
that you are young. Life is
beautiful: it offers so many
pleasures. There willbe time
for prayer and fasting later,
when you are old.”

Marina refused these
thoughts and dangerous
suggestions of the devil, pre-
ferring her prayers to the
pleasures of this world. Her
soul was engulfed in such a
spiritual joy and peace that
sprang from her prayers that
she would reply to her
thoughts: “The joy that you
offer me is false. There is no greater joy
for me than to be the bride of Christ, for
He desires my faith now thatI am young
rather than when old age has ruined my
mind, my thoughts, and my body.”

By means of these thoughts, Marina
remained steadfastly with Christ and
refused everything for His sake. She
became a true heroine, and that innocent
dove continued on her difficult path
unmoved.

She was tortured and suffered coura-
geously to the end, and died for her faith.

Nothing caused her to waver. Neither
riches nor honor won her heart. Wrath
and hatred fell upon her with terrible
cruelty. Her martyrdom was barbarous,
terrifying, and inhuman, but her faith
burned within her, and upon the rock of
her faith the plans of the idolators were
smashed. In the prime of her youth, Marina
gave her life on the Altar of Faith,

She was just fifteen years old.

Her spotless soul entered the kingdom
of God, to be with Christ, for whom she
lived for and for whom she died. She

went to the kingdom of
eternal joy and youth and
endless happiness.

L R R 4

Antioch, a town in
Pisidia of Asia Minor, was
the birthplace of the tri-
umphant virgin-martyrof
Christ, Marina. She was
bornabout270 A.D., dur-
ing the reign of Claudius
Aurelius, during the per-
secutions of the Chris-
tians. At that time, just to
be numbered among the
Christians was such abad
offense thatitmeantdeath
by torture.

Marina was an only
child of rich and famous
parents. Her father, Aede-
sius, was a pagan priest
and exercised greatpower
in his district. Her mother
did not have long to de-
light in her child, for she
died a few days after
Marina’s birth. Her father
then gave the child to a
certain woman who would
feed and take care of her.
That woman lived not far
from the town, and un-
known to him, she was a
goodand clever Christian.

Marina grew up under her care and
regarded her as her mother. Her affection
and kindness captured Marina from the
moment she started to understand the
world and life. In time, she was instructed
in the Christian faith, both by her guard-
ian and by the Christian environment in
which she lived. When she heard of
Christ’'s wonderful teachings and great
sacrifice, it captivated her heart; she
learned to love Him, tied herself spiritu-
ally to the good people that lived around
Continued on the next page.
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The Life Of Saint Marina

Continued from page 29.

her, and was always happy and joyful.
Her good disposition, prudence, and
wisdom allowed the seed of Christ to find
fertile ground on which to grow (Matt.
13:8-9). Her physical beauty did not spoil
herby vanity. Later, when she had learned
of Christian struggles, of the martyrs’
blood that daily watered the Saviour’s
tree of love and of the many miracles
done by them, her heart became devoted
to Christianity and to her spiritual efforts.

Instead of sleep in the evening, she
would spend many hours thinking of all
the things she heard; about the brave
martyrs of Christ and of the grandeur of
their sacrifice. At other times, she would
pray until late in the evening, praising
God for the beauty of His creation. She
would glorify Him for all the good things
which she saw daily. She prayed to Him
to protect her from the sin of the world; to
preserve her purity and to receive her in
His kingdom.

As Marina grew older, she also be-
came stronger in spirit. Her mind re-
mained untainted, her heart without guile,
and her soul pure. She guarded her purity;
took great care not to stain her soul.

At the age of thirteen or fourteen,
Marina spoke freely and without fear of
the Christian faith and of Christian mar-
tyrs. At every opportunity, she would
speak about Christianity fearlessly. She
spoke gladly of her faith in Christ and was
pleased to admit that she was a Christian,
yet always with humility. Marina would
ask God in her prayers that one day she
might become worthy of fighting and
dying for His love. She did this because
she understood that martyrdom was the
highest thing that man could imagine or
achieve. Itis the highest medal, the high-
est prize that Christ gives to them that
love Him.

When Aedesiuslearned thathisdaugh-
ter was a Christian, he became enraged.
He tried to find herinstructors, to find out
whomade his daughtera Christian, butin
vain. Then full of anger and threats, he
told Marina to sacrifice to the pagan gods
and to believe in them. He tried by force
to make his daughter deny Christ and
follow the pagan faith of which he was
priest. Marina, however, defended her-
self with resolution, reproving her father
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for his spiritual blindness. She told him
that it was Satan who hides behind the
idolsand notthe true God, and thathe was
serving a false religion, and that he vio-
lated the truth. She even told him that she
was happy in the faith of Christ and that
she was certain that she was living near
the source of true life.

Her father could not understand these
things and became enraged. The humili-
ation of his daughter being a Christian
was too great. What would the people
say, and what would he say to them when
they asked him why his daughter became
aChristian? Publicly and without pity, he
announced thathe disinherited his daugh-
ter. He let it be known everywhere thathe
did not want to see or hearanything of her
again. These things however, did not upset
the young Marina. She did not worry
about how she would live now that she
was disinherited or that she was turned
out of her home. She did not need the
affections of the idolater priest. She was
richly blessed with the love of the Heav-
enly Father. Her faith and love towards
Christ were according to the command-
mentof the gospel (Matt. 6:25-34: 10:34-
38). And as if this was not enough, an-
other greater temptation was soon to fall
upon her.

At the age of fifteen, Marina was an
exceptionally beautiful girl. Her kind-
nessand beauty were known everywhere.
Her beauty was twofold: she was attrac-
tive physically, buteven greater than this,
she was adorned with spiritual grace.
This charm that she had, this wonderful
beauty, one day caught the eye of Oli-
brius, the new Eparch of the East, a man
of stern character, full of jealousy and
passion.

One day as the eparch Olibrius was
traveling from Asia to Antioch, having
explored his new eparchy, he met her by
chance on the road going into town with
some other women, and his lustful heart
feltasinful desire for the young and beau-
tiful girl. A passionate love captured his
heart and he wanted to make her his. He
immediately used his authority and or-
dered his soldiers to seize her and take her
to the palace. Olibrius’s soldiers immedi-
ately carried out his orders.

At first Marina was afraid, but soon
came to her senses and prayed: “My God,
Irealize thatmy hour has come. I beseech

Thee to help me. Give me the strength
and wisdom to keep my piety to the end.
Help me to bear my tortures and to be
triumphant over them and to be crowned
together with the holy martyrs. Preserve
my purity and my virginity, O Christ;
preserve me that I may ever remain Thy
bride.”

When they reached the palace, she
was broughtbefore Olibrius and he, look-
ing at her with wickedness in his heart,
asked with pretended kindness: “Tell me
child, what is your name, where do you
come from, and in which god do you
believe?”

“My name is Marina. I am the daugh-
ter of free parents from Pisidia and I wish
withall my heart tobecome ahumble ser-
vantof Jesus Christ, the God of the Chris-
tians, who created the world,” she an-
swered with courage.

They all looked at her with surprise
and admiration. Her boldness, her beauty,
and her ease in answering greatly shocked
the pagan eparch. After many questions,
he ordered her to be imprisoned.

The next day was a pagan feast at that
place and all the people gathered to sac-
rifice to the idols. Olibrius then ordered
hismen to bring the Christian to him from
the prison. The guards took Marina to
Olibrius tied up like a criminal. The ep-
arch then behaved with mock kindness.
He ordered her to be untied and when his
orders were executed, he tried to flatter
her, saying: “Marina, bright star of the
East, look outside. You see, everybody is
sacrificing, adoring, and worshiping the
great gods. You must sacrifice also.”

“I shall never sacrifice to the idols,”
she answered, “but only to my God a
sacrifice of praise” (Ps. 115:8).!

“Do not be in a hurry to say no, Ma-
rina. Think carefully. I am ready and
willing to do anything for you. I will
make you happy. I can forget your past.”

“There is only one happiness for me,
Eparch, as I have told you from the begin-
ning, to become a servant of Christ.
Nothing else.”

“Listen tome, Marina. Sacrifice to the
gods and I swear to them that immedi-
ately I shall marry you. You will have a
good name. Wherever you go you will be
honored. I shall dress you in silk and
adorn you with diamonds. I will cover
you with the glitter of gold. Remember



that you are young and beautiful and that
good and happy days await you. Agree,
Marina, and you shall see here and now
joy and happiness.”

“No, Eparch, I will not change my
faith. In Christ are riches which do not
perish. Do not talk to me of false happi-
ness and glittering gold. These things
pass, the others remain. Only in Him
exists true happiness. We Christians dis-
dain all earthly pleasures, enduring hard-
ship for the sake of eternal life. The
beauty that you see before you is perish-
able; that is why I will gladly sacrifice it
for His sake, for my bones cry out: Lord,
who is like to Thee, which delivers the
poor from the hand of them that are
stronger than he, yes, the poor and needy
one from them that despoil him? (Ps.
34:10).2 If He wishes, He is able to de-
liver me from your hands.”

On hearing this, Olibrius became
enraged. Evil and hatred filled him. He
rose and with wild gestures shouted: “So
this is the kind of person you are! You
take advantage of my kindness and you
insultme. No, no! Many things are ready
for you: harsh and cruel torments: the
sword, the fire, the knife, hanging, and
death. All these are at my disposal. Speak
then, what will you do?”

“No threat, Eparch, can make me
waver. Nothing can separate me from
Christ, neither torments nor death. Who
can kill my immortal soul? Only coward-
ice and unbelief. I shall not sacrifice to
the idols which you call gods. For the
idols of the nations are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands. They have
mouths but do not speak; they have eyes
but they do not see; they have ears but
they do not hear; neither is there any
breath in their mouths. They that make
them are like unto them; so are all that put
their trust in them (Ps. 134:15-18).2 1
shall remain faithful unto death. Itis easy
to see if what I am saying is true or not.
Waste no time then, tell your men to beat
me, to burn me, to torture me, and to kill
me. I am not afraid of death because I
believe in Christ, the conquerorof death.”

Humiliated by the way the young
Christian stood up to him and with his
mind filled with cruelty, Olibrius ordered
Marina’s martyrdom to begin.

Marina’s garments were torn in front
of Olibrius and she was scourged. Her

tender flesh did not take long to start
bleeding. Her innocent blood flowed
abundantly from her wounds. Her body
was torn and her pain was terrible. Biting
her lips, she endured her suffering. Inside
her she was continually praying, asking
Christ to give her strength and to help her
remain steadfast till the end, saying: “O
Lord, in whom my spirit trusts, be quick
to my help” (Ps. 69:2).* Those watching
the wild and barbaric beating wondered
in amazement at the endurance and of the
courage that this fifteen-year-old girl
showed.

Some of those watching the beating
said to Marina: “Sacrifice to the gods that

inhuman martyrdom. It brought tears to
young and old. They liked the young girl
whointheireyes had donenothing wrong,
and admired her for sacrificing herself
for her faith in Christ.

Even the instigator of Marina’s tor-
tures, Olibrius, could not look upon her
body that was writhing in silence at the
terrible torment. Her body had no longer
its former beauty. It was a tortured skele-
ton; a body that had been swept by an evil
storm of idolaters.

The torturers stopped the martyrdom
before Marina could die from her terrible
pains and bleeding, and she was impris-
oned again. There, she was left hungry

Iwill not change my faith. In Christ are riches which
do not perish. Do not talk to me of false happiness and
glittering gold. These things pass, the others remain.
Only in Him exists true happiness.

such beauty may not be lost.”

To them, Marina answered: “Depart
from me all you workers of iniquity (Ps.
6:9),* for I shall never abandon Christ for
dead gods.”

After the inhuman whipping, the
eparch Olibrius ordered that she be putin
the darkest dungeon. Marina was glad of
a little time to recover and prepare to
continue her martyrdom. In the dungeon,
Marina prayed without ceasing. Prayerat
these difficult times is a balm, a comfort
and strength.

She was not left in her dark cell for
long. Afterafew days, she was brought to
the court. There, she was asked if she had
changed her mind. Marina, with a firm
voice and admirable bravery, answered
that she remained in the faith of Christ.
The torturers, still full of wickedness,
rose against her once more. The eparch,
blind withrage, shouted: “Hang her! Tear
her body with the iron claws. I will hear
no more.”

The torturers fellupon her like hungry
vultures. With large iron claws they tore
her body until it became a mere mass of
flesh and blood. During this terrible tor-
ture, Marina prayed: “Look upon me, O
Lord, after the manner of them that love
Thy glorious name” (Ps. 118:132).° The
people looked on with sadness at the

and without care. In the prison, Marina
prayed: “Forsake me not, O Lord my
God, depart not from me but keep me un-
wavering in the confession of Thy faith,
lest at any time my enemy should say:
where is your God, and: I have prevailed
over her” (Ps. 37:22; 41:11; 12:5).” And
asifall this was not enough, she also had
to fight with Satan.

Seeing that Marina progressed fear-
lessly towards her martyrdom and the
victory of her faith, the evil one inter-
vened personally to help his fellow tor-
turers. Atnight, and at the time that Marina
was praying, Satan appeared before her
as a threatening dragon. His eyes were
like flames in the darkness and his tongue
was red like lit coal. He whistled and
made strange noises. Heroared and waved
his tail about. He provoked unrest, confu-
sion, and terror. Marina did not lose
courage, but continued to pray. She lifted
her eyes to Heaven and prayed with her
whole heart. She did not pay any atten-
tion to him. Marina was thinking: Greater
is He who is in us than he that is in the
world (1 Jn. 4:4). Christ is greater. Then
she prayed: “O God, Creator of all things,
before whom all the universe trembles
with fear, who humbled the apostate Satan
and cast him down from Heaven (Lk.

Continued on the next page.
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10:18; Apoc. 12:7-9), and into infinite
darkness, and then by Thy unspeakable
descent into hell, Thou didst free them
that were imprisoned there, look now
upon Thy servant who has been con-
demned to this prison for Thy sake and
keep me from the dragon, the evil-loving
demon, for Thou art the only true God,
the Most High and blessed art Thou unto
the ages” (Ps. 91:9; 85:10).% The enemy
then grew irritated and angry. He could
not bear the fact that such a young girl
was not disturbed by his strength.

The dragon then moved towards her
and created the illusion that he was swal-
lowing her. Marina felt herself at this
time entering the mouth of the monster.
She did not waver, but continued to pray.
Natural fear took hold of her but the
power of her prayer saved her. She raised
her right arm and made the sign of the
cross, even though she felther body in the
creature’s mouth. The enemy could not
bear this. The sign of the cross and the
name of Christ cut the illusion of Satan as
if with a sharp knife. The dragon roared
and vanished. Grateful for the miracle
that took place after her prayers, Marina
sang and praised Christ, saying: “O God,
there are no bounds to Thy greatness,
Thou killest and bringest to life, Thou
hast broken the head of the dragon” (Ps.
144:3; 1 Kgs. 2:6; Ps. 73:14).°

After prayers and thanksgiving, she
tried to rest for a while. The enemy,
though, would not leave her alone. He
took the form of a wild, black, dog-like
animal, strange, terrifying, and threaten-
ing. Marina, encouraged by the first mir-
acle, did not despair. She grabbed him by
the fur and with a hammer which she
found nearby, hit him over the head and
back, thus humiliating him.

The enemy again became a torturer.
Taking the form of a wild-looking crea-
ture, he attacked her and grabbed her by
the hands and threatened her, saying that
he would kill her if she did not stop
praying, for her prayers troubled him.
“Do not burn me, Marina,” he said, “with
your continuous prayers to Christ. Look
how you have weakened my strength.
Have pity on me and do not cast me
beforemy time into the eternal fire” (Matt
25:41).'Marina then said: “I thank Thee
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my Lord for Thou has made me to humble
and trample underfoot the dragon and to
progress on the road of my martyrdom
and final victory.” Then filled with cour-
age, she grabbed the devil by the hair and
threw him down, hitting him once more
on the back and stepping on him. God did
not allow him to continue any further.
Marina’s trial ended in victory and her
faith triumphed. (It is because of these
events that the icons sometimes depict
her holding satan and a hammer.)

The heavens then celebrated her vic-
tory. The celebration of Marina’s victory
was made manifest with a divine light
which lit up the whole prison. The light
radiated from a cross which had its base
on the ground and reached up to the
heavens. On top of the cross, a brilliant
white dove was flying. The vision re-
vealed the three hypostases of God. The
light signified the Father, the cross signi-
fied the Son, and the dove signified the
Holy Spirit.

The dove then descended and ap-
proached Marina, saying: “Rejoice,
Marina, logical dove (logiké peristerd) of
God, for you have humiliated the prince
of darkness and been victorious over him.
Rejoice, good and faithful servant of your
Lord, for you loved Him with all your
heart and hated every pleasure. Rejoice
and be glad, for your hour of glory has
come. The time to receive the crown of
victory is approaching, and, worthily
adorned with it, you will enter with the
wise virgins into the bridal chamber of
your bridegroom and King."”

Filled with surprise and wonder,
Marina understood that the voice of
Heaven was calling her. She then per-
ceived that her wounds ceased to hurther.
She raised her hand to feel them and saw
that she was completely healed. Joy and
gladness filled her soul. In her happiness
she praised God, saying: “I will bless
Thee, O Lord, and hymn Thee, my God,
and glorify Thy name; for Thou hast done
wondrous things unto me, Thy unworthy
servant, [ exalt Thee and praise Thee, O
Lord, for Thou hast shown mercy unto
me and cured my soul and body; and
Thou hastnot delivered me into the hands
of my enemies, but Thou hast shown me
the immensity of the fantasies of the
destructive dragon, and him with all the
other deadly serpents and demons, Thou

hast sunk in the abyss. Now again my
spirit rejoices in Thee, my God and savi-
our, and I ask one more favor of Thy great
goodness. Make me worthy to be reborn
by Holy Baptism, so that I may be made
perfect by the water of rebirth (palin-
genesias) just as I have been sanctified
with the blood of my suffering, that I may
become worthy to enter among Thy saints
(Jn. 3:3-8). For Thou alone art Holy, O
Lord, and restest in the Holies (Is. 57:15),"
and art glorified with Thy Father without
beginning and Thy life-giving Spirit, now
and ever and unto the ages. Amen.”
Marina spent the evening praying and
praising God in this manner.

In the morning, the eparch ordered
that Marina be brought before him. Oli-
brius then sat on his throne in front of all
the people and when they saw her they
cried outin confusion. Her face was radi-
ant and she was as beautiful as before,
without a trace of her wounds. The ep-
arch, seeing her full of joy and health,
wondered what had happened. Then he
spoke to Marina, saying: “You see, Ma-
rina, how good the gods are to you? They
felt sorry for the loss of your beauty and
made you radiant and beautiful as before.
Show your gratitude to them; become a
priestess and serve as your father does.”

“I was not cured by your dead gods,
Eparch, but by the one true God, the God
of the Christians who shined upon me
with His divine Light and cast the prince
of darkness under my feet. I am healed by
Him who heals notonly the body butalso
the soul. Do not be deceived therefore, it
is Him that you should believe and wor-
ship also. He is the Light, He is Life and
Immortality (Jn. 1:1-14; 8:12; 11:25-26).
Leave the deceitful and false idols. I shall
never sacrifice to the demons.”

After Marina’s words, the eparch
became enraged. He ordered that Marina
be hanged up naked and that her body be
burnt with lit torches (he was under the
control of Satan and had no feelings about
torturing a young girl in this inhuman
way).'? Her pain was great and unbear-
able. It pierced her and tormented her.
The flames that surrounded her engulfed
her body hungrily. At this inhuman suf-
fering, Marina did not scream nor cry in
misery. She remained patientand prayed
to God, asking for strength and thanking
Him for everything.



Meanwhile, a massive caldron was
brought and placed next to her and filled
with water. The eparch looked at the
caldron and said: “This is what you need,
Marina; this is what you deserve. In there
the lies will end, for you will be destroyed
and your mouth which injures me with
your craftiness will be silenced.”

He then ordered that Marina be placed
in the water alive. They took Marina and
bound her tightly and placed her head-
first in the water. At that time, Marina
prayed with a loud voice, saying, “Lord
Jesus Christ, Thou who loosened the
bondsof death and gave life to them in the
tombs, Thou Almighty Lord, let Thine
eyes now look upon Thy servant; free me
from this bondage and let this water be
turned into the water of my baptism that
I may take off the old mortal man and be
clothed with the new immortal” (Eph.
4:22-24; Col. 3:9-10).

The crowd listened to this humble
prayer and watched in silence, wonder-
ing what would happen next. After this,
the earth trembled and everything on it
shook. Suddenly, there appeared a light
as bright as lightning. The people stared
at the caldron. Above it was the same
dove that appeared earlier to the saint in
herprison. Inits mouth was a wreath. The
peopleremained fixed in their seats. After
a while, voices could be heard, saying:
“A sign! A divine miracle! She was a
servant of God. She was telling the truth,
The God of the Christians is the true
God.!'

While they were so saying, they saw
more wonders. A fiery pillar of light
appeared, and on it a cross. Their breath
bated, the people then saw the saint being
lifted out of the caldron, her hands loos-
ened. The water in the caldron became
her water of baptism as she asked, she
being baptized directly by the Holy Trin-
ity.

The crowd then saw the dove de-
scending and approaching Marina. It then
sat on the saint’s head and said in a sweet
voice: “Peace be unto you, servant of
God. Be courageous and receive the
wreath which is given to you by the Right
Hand of the Most High.”

After this, the divine dove flew joy-
fully and rested on the cross. From there,
its melodious voice was heard again,
saying to the saint: “Come to us, Marina,

bride of God, come to the heavenly man-
sions'?and enjoy the imperishable crown
of your martyrdom. Come to rest in the
holy and heavenly tabernacles with all
the saints eternally.”

The people could not contain them-
selves any longer. They shouted: “Weare
all with Christ. Let us be with Marina’s
God. With Him, even if we have to die.”

Faith filled their hearts. From the
youngest to the oldest, men and women
were shouting their belief, proclaiming
Christ King and God while blaspheming
and insulting the idols. The pagan eparch,
seeing the people rise up againsthis gods,
could not believe it. He ordered his sol-
diers tobeatmercilessly those who spoke
in suchamanner, Thousands of the idola-
ters were now Christians and the faithful
of Christ were increasing continuously.
The eparch then ordered a law of force to

when they reached the place, Marinaasked
for amoment and preached to the crowd,
saying: “My brethren and friends, I beg
you to listen to my short counsel. Know
that there is only one true God, who is
worshiped in three Persons, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Lift up your
minds from all things that you may know
the Father of Lights (James 1:17) and His
only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ
and his most Holy Spirit. These three
Persons are one God, united and undi-
vided, eternal, All-mighty, and incom-
prehensible, and only in the name of the
Holy Trinity will you be saved. So hold
steadfastly to your faith.”

Then she raised her eyes to Heaven
and made the following prayer: “O Lord
without beginning, immortal, uncreated,
and incomprehensible, Author of all crea-
tion, provider and saviour of all who put

. . . the earth trembled and everything on it shook.
Suddenly, thereappeared alight as bright as lightning.
Thepeople stared at the caldron. Above it was the same
dove that appeared earlier to the saint in her prison. In
its mouth was a wreath. The people remained fixed in
their seats. After awhile, voices could be heard, saying:
“A sign! A divine miracle! She was a servant of God.
She was telling the truth. The God of the Christians is

the true God.”

be instituted. The crime of Olibrius took
a tragic form—that of mass executions.
The blood of the martyrs flowed abun-
dantly in the streets and squares. The
anti-Christian eparch made his district a
real cemetery. Thousands of idolaters
were baptized Christians in their own
blood. Their bodies lay in the streets, in
their blood of sacrifice and confession of
faith, (It is said that at the time fifteen
thousand men werekilled—excluding the
women, who were not counted.)
Olibrius knew that it was because of
Marina and her faith and miracles that the
people rose against the idols. He wanted
to get rid of her as soon as possible. As
long as she was alive the Christian faith
grew and the number of Christians in-
creased. He ordered that Marina be taken
to a place of execution and be beheaded.
The executioner did as he was toldand

their trustin Thee, I thank Thee that Thou
hast brought me to this hour and drawn
me near to the crown of Thy righteous-
ness. I praise and bless Thy boundless
compassionand loving kindness, for Thou
didst will tonumberme among Thy elect.
Look down upon Thy humble servant,
Almighty and merciful Lord, and hear
my prayer. Grant my petitions for the
glory and honor of Thy most holy name.
“Grant the remission of sins to them
that will desire to build a church in the
name of Thy servant, attend the services,
and pray therein. Forgive also the sins of
them who write the feat of my martyrdom
and read it with faith, remembering the
name of Thy servant and bringing forth
good works by it according to their

strength.
“To them also who will honor and
Continued on the next page.
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The Life Of Saint Marina

Continued from page 33.

attend the dwelling of my body which
was martyred for Thy love, forgive their
sins according to their faith and let no
spiritual or bodily harm come to them.
For those who will celebrate and glorify
me with faith and ask for salvation and
mercy by my intercessions, grant them in
this world Thy goods according to their
needs and make them worthy of Thy
kingdom.

“For Thou art good and merciful and
the giver of all that is good, for ever.
Amen.”

While she was so praying, the earth
shook and the people fell to the ground.
The Lord then appeared noetically
(noetos) unto her with a host of holy
angels and said to her: “Be courageous,
Marina and fearnot, for I have heard your
prayer and granted your petitions and
will grant them in the course of time, I

have come to receive your soul into
Heaven. Blessed are you for you peti-
tioned for sinners and are without blame,
for this you have found favor withme and
great is your reward in Heaven,”

Filled with joy, she turned to her
executioner who was terrified by the
events and dared not lift his sword against
her. Marina, however, encouraged him
and told him to carry out his orders. The
executioner pleaded with Marina, say-
ing: “Please, my lady, do not allow me to
cut off your blessed head, for I now
believe in Christ who is the true God and
Creator of all things.”

Marina said to him: “Well done, O
brother in the faith, well done, O friend of
Christ, but youmust carry out your orders
or you will have no part with me in His
Kingdom.”

With great fear and trembling, the
executioner did as Marina told him.

On the seventeenth of July and at the

ageoffifteen, Marina was beheaded. Her
puresoul entered thekingdom of Heaven.
Her body was taken secretly by a
Godfearing man who used to bring her
bread and water in the prison, and with
other Christians he buried her with honor
as was befitting, and even today she is
glorified and honored as is meet.

Holy Martyr Marina Pray to God For
Us!

Noles:

The King James quivalent of the chapters and
verses quoled from the Septuagint:

1. Psaim 116:17.

2. Psalm 35:10.

3. Psalm 135:15-18.

4. Psalm 70:1.

5. Psalm 6:8.

6. Psalm 118:132.

7. Psalms 38:21; 42:10; 13:4.

B. Psalms 92;8; 86:10.

8. Psalm 145:3; 1 Samuel 2:6; Psalm 74:13-14.

10. Matthew 25:41. (the fire is prepared for Satan, not
man, but they that follow him, follow him Into the fire.)

11. Isaiah 57:15.

12. Ibid: Introduction pg.1.

13. John 14:2,

—transl. by Adonis Petrides
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.Er the searching and right understanding of the Scriptures there is need of a good
life and a pure soul, and for Christian virtue to guide the mind to grasp, so far as
human nature can, the truth concerning God the Word. One cannot possibly under-
stand the teaching of the saints unless one has a pure mind and is trying to imitate
their life. Anyone who wants to look at sunlight naturally wipes his eye clear first, in
order to make, at any rate, some approximation to the purity of that on which he looks;
and a person wishing to see a city or country goes to the place in order to do so. Simi-
larly, anyone who wishes to understand the mind of the sacred writers must first
cleanse his own life, and approach the saints by copying their deeds. Thus united to
them in the fellowship of life, he will both understand the things revealed to them by
God and, thenceforth escaping the peril that threatens sinners in the judgment, will
receive that which is laid up for the saints in the kingdom of heaven. Of that reward it
is written: “Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the
things that God has prepared” for those who live a godly life and love the God and
Father in Christ Jesus our Lord, though Whom and with Whom be to the Father Him-
self, with the Son Himself, in the Holy Spirit honor and might and glory to ages of ages.

—Saint Athanasius the Great (On the Incarnation, 57).




The Jordan and the Cosmos

{1@ g s Jesus comes to John at the
57 ! Jordan He asks to be baptized.
QA “John forbade Him, saying,
‘Ineed tobe baptized of Thee, and comest
Thou to me?’

But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so
now, for thus it is befitting for us to fulfill
all righteousness.’

Then he consented” (Matt. 3:14-15).

There is a whole world of meaning—
perhaps infinite—in those words “fulfill

Theophany Icon

all righteousness,” Jesus’ response to
John'srecoiling from baptizing Him. John
baptized for the forgiveness of sins, and
our Lord was sinless. He asked for bap-
tism to “fulfill all righteousness.” Since
we cannot recount the infinite implica-
tions of these words, we will limit our-
selves to two, the first only briefly.
Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. “As
God He needs no cleansing, yet for the
sake of fallen man He is cleansed in the
Jordan” (Festal Matins Canon, Irmos 5).

Thisis God’s work of redemption, cleans-
ing, renewing, regenerating humanity
which could not do any of this for itself.
Jesus Christis alsoman. “As man He

is cleansed that I may be made clean”
(Forefeast Canon at Compline, Irmos 1).
Incamate God, of one essence with all
humanity, the Second Adam, was perfect
man. There was no talent of disobedi-
ence, corruption, or any other imperfec-
tion in Him. Therefore, He turns back the
Continued on the next page.
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The Jordan And The Cosmos
Continued from page 35.
transgression of our forefather Adam.

“For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive” (I Cor.
15:22),

Since mankind is two-fold, body and
soul, flesh and spirit, Christ's single
Divine Person containing two complete
natures cleanses, renews, and reconsti-
tutes mankind both in flesh and spirit.
This is the first meaning of “fulfilling all
righteousness.”

The second meaning takes usbeyond
mankind to the whole universe. John the
Beloved'’s familiar words are brought to
mind: “God so loved the world”"—the
universe, all creation— “that He gave His
Only-begotten Son . . . that the cosmos
through Him mightbe saved” (John 3:16-
17).

The Troparion of the Forefeast of
Theophany declares, “Christhas appeared
in the Jordan to sanctify the waters”—a
statement of enormous meaning which
today is not apparent. One of the great
losses in our modern, post-Renaissance
world has been the forgetting of an an-
cient and universal language. We are not
here speaking of classical Greek or He-
brew or Latin, but the language of sym-
bolism, developed and universally un-
derstood since the distant ages of prehis-
tory. In our modern “sophistication” and
with the beguilement of science, technol-
ogy, and rationalism, human culture has
abandoned much of its ancient wisdom
which was initially a gift from God and
was transmitted through symbolism. Our
Orthodox services, like the Holy Scrip-
tures, are replete with symbolic refer-
ences that were once instantly under-
stood in all their richness and depth, but
now require extensive explanation.

To ancient man, knowledgeable in
symbolism, “water” could easily mean
“cosmos.” The phrase “Christ has ap-
peared in the Jordan to sanctify the wa-
ters” meant Christ has appeared to re-
deem; that is make sacred again, the uni-
verse. Another verse says it more explic-
itly: “At Thine epiphany in the body the
earth was sanctified, the waters blessed,
the heavens enlightened. . .” (Forefeast
Canon at Compline, Tropar 1 on Irmos
4). The cosmos to ancient man included
both heaven and earth, both the material
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and immaterial realms of creation, the
home of men and angels. And this was
conventionally signified, symbolized,
manifested by the primal substance—
water.

In Genesis we read, “God made the
firmamentand separated the waters which
were under the firmament from the wa-
ters which were above the firmament...”
The ones above were called “Heaven.”
This was His work on the second day,
after He had created the light and sepa-
rated it from the darkness on the first.
Water in this text as well as in many other
ancient writings symbolized arrangement,
ordering, harmony, beauty; in short, cos-
mos as contrasted with chaos. Out of
undifferentiated chaos God fashioned
cosmos in all its awesome majesty.

Even more striking, water at times
symbolized the primordial reality just
before creation. Genesis 1:2 reveals: “The
Spiritof God was moving over the face of
the waters.” Before He uttered any word
at all, before He said, “Let there be .. .”
there was “the deep”—the original fount,
source of all possibilities. St. Cyril of
Jerusalem said, “Waler is at the origin of
the cosmos, and the Jordan is at the origin
of the Gospel.” The Divine, eternal Lo-
gos, the Word of God, fashioned creation
at the beginning, and now in these latter
days the Word of God in the flesh refash-
ioned creation by His coming to earthand
entering the Jordan.

Originally, water was the source of
all things, the container of all seeds, all
potentialities, and when ordered (kos-
meo) becomes the beauty and harmony of
creation. All things were intact then until
Adam’sbeguilementand fall. And his sin
thenaffected not only himself and his off-
spring, but the whole creation, introduc-
ing disharmony, corruption, and death
into the universe. St. Paul says: “We
know that the whole creation groans and
travailsin pain together untilnow” (Rom.
8:22).

Not only man, but the whole uni-
verse, therefore, awaited its redemption/
sanctification in Christ. And when He,
the Logos Who existed from all eternity
with the Father and the Spirit, “took flesh
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), He
began His earthly labor by entering the
Jordan, symbol of all waters now disfig-
ured and the “lair of dragons.” There His

most holy Body sanctified the waters and
restored their original purity and beauty.
Things in creation and creation itself are
restored by being made holy, justas later
our Lord would heal physical infirmities
by forgiving sins and bestowing holiness.
The original creation is here in the Jordan
“repeated.” And Christ’s death on the
Cross and descent into hell—the lair of
the dragons—is anticipated. Out of the
waters, as out of the tomb, comes the
“new creation.”

The three great “moments” of His
sojourn on earth: His humble birth in a
cave, His lowly baptism in the Jordan,
and His painful death on the Cross and
burial in a cave all appear as one mighty
redemptiveact: Christ-God’s glorious hu-
miliation followed by His emergence as
victorious Bridegroom clothed with inef-
fable light. All of this for our sake and our
salvation.

In the midst of celebrating the splen-
did mysteries of Theophany, we take the
sanctified water, the spirit-filled material
of the New Creation and bless the icons,
the walls, the throne, the whole Church,
the faithful, and then extend the sanctifi-
cation into our homes, our places of work
and recreation—to the whole world, as
the Prophecy of Isaiah begins to be ful-
filled:

In the wilderness shall waters break out;

and streams in the desert;

And the parched ground shall become a
pool’

and the thirsty land springs of water.

In the habitation of dragons, where each
lay,

shall be grass with reeds and rushes;

And a highway shall be there, and a way,

and it shall be called the way of holiness

No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous
beast shall go up thereon. ..

But the redeemed shall walk there;

and the ransomed of the Lord shall return,

and come to Zion with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads;

They shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

(Isaiah 35:6-10).

—Archpriest Theodore Heckman




St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
Olyphant, Pennsylvania

90th Anniversary

With great thanksgiving to Almighty God, the parishioners
of St. Nicholas Church celebrated the ninetieth anniversary of
the founding of their parish on Saturday, October 29, and

Sunday, October 30.

On Saturday evening, Great Vespers was served followed
by a Panikhida for the departed clergy and faithful of the parish.
A reunion social was held in the church hall after the services.
Many former parishioners made a special effort to be at the
service and reunion social that evening.

On Sunday morning, His Eminence,
Archbishop HERMAN, arrived at the
parish to celebrate the Divine Liturgy.
His Eminence was greeted by our starosta,
James Thomashefsky, with bread and
salt, and by Father Vladimir Fetcho with
the hand cross. Before the beginning of
liturgy, His Eminence blessed the inte-
rior of the church, which was just re-
cently renovated for the ninetieth anni-
versary. Along with Father Vladimir,
Father Elias Krenitsky, Old Forge, and
Father Sergei Shirokov, rector of Holy
Trinity Church, Moscow, Russia, were
concelebrants. Father Daniel Donlick,
former pastor, was also present. Assist-
ing the Archbishop were Deacon Keith
Russin, subdeacons Roman Katychev,
and Miroslaw Nos, and altar boys, James
Cesari, Thomas Donovan, Mark Howan-
etz, Stephen Howanetz, and Anthony
Tomaino. Laura Howanetz presented His
Eminence with flowers at the end of the
liturgy. The choir sang under the direc-
tion of Mr. Joseph Fetchina.

For their long and dedicated service
to the parish, His Eminence awarded John
and Josephine Chichilla, and Joseph and
Dorothy Fetchina with gramotas.

A gala anniversary banquet was held
in the afternoon at Lakeview Lounge,
HeartLake. Richard Cesari acted as toast-
master. During the program, remarks were
made by James Thomashefsky, Father
Vladimir Fetcho, and Father Daniel

Donlick, who recounted the joys he had
when he was the pastor at St. Nicholas.

Also, during the program, special
recognition was given to Miss OlgaFetch-
ina as the oldest member of the parish.
She was born on July 21, 1904, shortly
after the parish was organized.

The mainaddress was given by Arch-
bishop Herman, who offered his con-
gratulations to the faithful and reminded
them that in ten years they will celebrate
the hundredth anniversary of their parish.
During the next ten years, His Eminence
added, the faithful should work for the

Archpriest Vladimir Fetcho addresses banquet.

building up of the parish spiritually, espe-
cially by bringing new members into the
Church.

St. Nicholas Parish in the *90s retains
the qualities that made it unique at its
founding in 1904. Many of the grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren of its found-
ing fathers play an activerolein the life of
the parish. Since it is a small church in
size, the roles and responsibilities of each
member are many. The parishioners of
St. Nicholas must truly be family in order
to prosper and flourish!

Chichillas and Fetchinas receive gramotas.
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Canonization Of Saint Jacob,
Enlightener Of The Alaskan Peoples

“We magnify, we magnify you, O
Holy Father Yakov, Enlightener of the
native peoples of Alaska, and we honor
your holy memory, for you pray to Christ
our God for us.”

Standing before the glorious icon of
St. Jacob, affectionately called St. Yakov
by the native Alaskans, a thousand faith-
ful lifted their voices singing the Magni-
fication (Velichaem) at the Vigil service
for the Glorification of Holy Father Y akov
Netsvetov.
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The weekend of October 15-16, 1994,
will long be remembered by those who
gathered at St. Innocent’s Orthodox
Christian Cathedral in Anchorage, Alaska,
when Father Yakov was elevated to the
rank of sainthood, joining the growing
list of saints of America. The occasion
was highly emotional and inspirational
for the thousands of Orthodox pilgrims
from Russia, Alaska, and the lower forty-
eight, led by His Beatitude, Metropolitan
THEODOSIUS, Primate of the Ortho-

dox Church in America, His Eminence,
Archbishop HERMAN, of Philadelphia
and Eastern Pennsylvania, and His Grace,
Bishop GREGORY of Sitka and all
Alaska. Joining the pilgrimage were rep-
resentatives of the O.C.A.: the Chancel-
lor, Protopresbyter Robert Kondratick;
Fr. Basil Summer, past Director of the
Fellowship of Orthodox Stewards; Dea-
con John Hopko, and Mr. Alex Lib-
erovsky, O.C.A. archivist; along with
Fathers Basil Rhodes, Joseph Frawley,



John Kreta, Daniel Kovalak, and I, with
our matushki.

The weekend, one of the most sig-
nificant weekends for Orthodox Alas-
kans, marked the end of the Church’s
year-long bicentennial celebration. For
the faithful who gathered in Anchorage,
there were three important events taking
place: the Alaska Diocesan Assembly,
the consecration of St. Innocent Bicen-
tennial Cathedral, and the Glorification
of St. Yakov.

Preceding the celebrations on Thurs-
day and Friday was the gathering of di-
ocesan clergy and laity for the Diocesan
Assembly representing eighty-eight par-
ish communities.

Saturday morning was set aside for
the consecration of the Holy Table and
the new St. Innocent’s Cathedral. The
Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church
in America named St. Innocent’s as the
Bicentennial Cathedral for all of North
America.

The cathedral itself is a compelling
story of perseverance and tragedy. It was
founded in 1967 as a basement mission
by Fr. Nicholas Molodyko-Harris. Pa-
rishioners broke ground in 1970 and
started constructing their cathedral prac-
tically a board at a time. Funding for the
cathedral was raised through every means
from bake sales to receiving donations
from native corporations. In 1987, one of
the faithful Orthodox Christian laborers
lost his life when a wall collapsed during
construction. An infusion of funds came
after the tragedy enabling the work to
continue. When His Holiness, Patriarch
Aleksy II visited last September, he
blessed the cathedral’s cornerstone, and
the work continued feverishly through-
out the year to prepare the cathedral for
the weekend's historic events. Twenty-
four years after groundbreaking, the
dream had become areality. Honors were
bestowed on the faithful who labored
throughout these years, for their untiring
and unselfish efforts which culminated in
the consecration that morning. From the
pastor, his matushka, parish council, and
parish organizations, to the individual
parishioners, all were honored and recog-
nized for their dedicated labor of love.

The bicentennial celebration, which
began in Alaska a year ago with the visit
of Patriarch Aleksy II, concluded with

the Glorification of Holy Father Yakov
Netsvetov. What a real blessing for the
Orthodox Church in America to have
commemorated the Bicentennial of
Orthodox Christianity in America with
two glorification services within a six-
month period!

During this period, I had the privilege
and blessing to witness and serve at the
glorification services for the tworecently
canonized saints of the Orthodox Church,
St. Alexis, in May at St. Tikhon's Monas-

St. Yakov; this, however, did not dimin-
ish the importance and significance of the
Glorification. If anything, it inspired the
faithful in their worthy veneration, at
times bringing them to tears as they ven-
erated his holy icon.

In Anchorage, one could not help
being moved and touched by the genu-
inely sincere expression of love and
veneration the faithful have for their be-
loved St. Yakov. Notonly was hea part of
their rich history; he is a part of their

St. Innocent’s Orthodox Cathedral in Anchorage.

tery, and St. Yakov, in October at St.
Innocent’s Cathedral in Anchorage. Each
glorification was unique with a character
all its own reflecting the personal life,
mission and vocation of our newly glori-
fied saints. I felt a close attachment to
both saints through the services cele-
brated at each event. I happened to be at
the monastery the afternoon when the
relics of St. Alexis were removed from
his tomb to the tiny chapel in the monas-
tery. The removal of his coffin from the
vault where it was placed in the chapel is
anoment one can never forget. To have
the privilege of venerating his relics and
toknow they are at the monastery church
for our veneration and prayerful medita-
tion is a cherished privilege for us Ortho-
dox Christians in America and in particu-
lar, here in eastern Pennsylvania. The
faithfulin Alaska donothave therelics of

living tradition, their life today. The
veneration of St. Yakov is pure and real
as they closely identify with his life. This
isverymuchevidentin the icon writtenin
Alaska, which has a differentappearance
than the icon commissioned by the O.C.A.
which was distributed to all our parishes,
and in the special hymns and services
composed for the glorification.

Since there are noknown photographs
of St. Yakov, the icon was inspired by
historical photographs of native priests,
and was written with great deliberation
and much prayer. The icon depicts a
young, thin Aleut priest in priestly vest-
ments holding the Gospel in one hand
while with his other, he blesses those
before him. On each of the four corners is
represented an Orthodox church from
locations significant in the life of St

Continued on the next page.
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Canonization Of Saint Jacob
Continued from page 39.

Yakov: Atka, Russian Mission, Sitka,
and Anchorage. At the bottom is amap of
Alaska with crosses marking his par-
ishes, showing the extensive area he
covered.

The text of the Vigil Service, special
hymns for the Divine Liturgy, and the
Troparion and Kontakion reflect his life
of thirty-six years spent ministering to
the native people, in the Aleutian Archi-
pelago and the Yukon-Kuskokwim re-
gions. During his ministry, he built
churches, and spent time teaching, bap-
tizing, chrismating, marrying, and bury-
ing the faithful. There were times he held
services in a tent when a facility was
unavailable. His travels, whether by land,
boat or kayak, were long and arduous,
dictated by weather conditions. What-
ever challenge was placed in his life, he
accepted, even the learning of a new
language and culture among the Yup'ik
Eskimos and the Athabaskans.

He founded the Yup’ik Orthodox
Church, baptizing hundreds of Athabas-
kan Indians while devoting his scholarly
and artistic talents to the service of the
Church. He translated Holy Scripture,
wrote icons and built iconostases in par-
ishes he served. To the people he was
Priest, Teacher, Missionary, Pastor,
Apostle, Iconographer, and Physician,
Even though he worked no miracles dur-
ing his lifetime, the one miracle he per-
formed was the establishment of the
Orthodox Faith, despite all obstacles, in
the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. It is re-
ported that from this particular area dur-
ing the last century, more Orthodox read-
ers, artists, deacons, and priests have come
than from all others combined. It is here
thathe is remembered with reverence and
devotion, and this is why the glorification
services took on great importance for the
native peoples of Alaska.

During his pastoral ministry, St.
Yakovmaintained ajournal of his priestly
life and missionary activities. The where-
abouts of his journals were unknown until
His Grace, Bishop Gregory, discovered
them in the early 1970s. They had been
covered in more than a century’s worth of
dust in the attic of the church in Russian
Mission on the Lower Yukon, and their
startling discovery was revealed by His
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Grace. It wasto this church that St. Yakov
devoted the last eighteen years of his life.
His journals provide the story of a priest
who endured severe personal hardships
in pursuit of his priestly vocation.

Ithas been a hundred and thirty years
since St. Yakov reposed in the Lord at the
young age of sixty, but his presence was
felt in Anchorage by all those in atten-
dance for the service. The native clergy
and laity spoke with loving affection for
Fr. Yakov, and their faces radiated with
joy atbeing a part of the Church’s recog-

Alaska, but for all Orthodox Christians in
America, since St. Yakov is the first na-
tive Orthodox Saint of our Church. In
compiling abiography of Fr. Yakov, along
with the liturgical services for the week-
end, Fr. Paul Merculieff recalled that
once the people in Atka began learning
about their ancestral priest, a fund drive
was established to raise money which
would enable them to send representa-
tives to Anchorage for the services. When
asked tocomment on the weekend activi-
ties, Fr, Paul remarked: “The way I feel

He built churches, and spent time teaching, baptiz-
ing, chrismating, marrying, and burying the faithful.
There were times he held services in a tent when a
facility was unavailable. His travels, whether by land,
boat or kayak, were long and arduous, dictated by

weather conditions.

nition of the saint this special weekend. It
made no difference whether the responses
were in English, Slavonic, orinany of the
native Alaskan dialects. What was heard
was the Church being united in living
prayer, expressing her faith with one mind
and one voice. The angelicmelodies sung
by the choirs or by the entire congrega-
tion came from their hearts. It is virtually
impossible to capture the feeling and to
write about it because one had to be
present to experience the prayerful feel-
ing at all services. It reminded me of my
childhood in Campbell, Ohio, when the
congregation sang the Vespers, Matins,
and DivineLiturgy. It wasacongregation
in prayer, and the melodies coming from
the untrained voices bore witness to a
prayerful community. Unfortunately, we
lack the presence of prayerful communi-
ties in our present-day liturgical parish
life. Many liturgical compositions of the
past and even some contemporary com-
positions do not come close to emulating
the prayerful mood and spirit of our serv-
ices. We can learn from our brothers and
sisters in Alaska and work hard to recap-
ture the prayerful experience that ought
to be found in our liturgical services.
The Glorification was a special day
not only in the life of the native people of

is, part of the past has come alive. He
should be a shining guide to those of us
who follow. Not just for the people from
Atka, but for all the indigenous people
here.”

Today, St. Yakov is thatshining guide.
Listening to the native priests and laity
speak about the sacrifices they had to
make to be in Anchorage for the week-
end, made an impact on my life. There
was never any question in their mind that
they needed to find the resources to pur-
chase airline tickets. Bear in mind that
traveling to Anchorage for many of the
faithfulis notalways by ajet, but by small
planes and commuter planes, whichmeant
frequent stops and transfers. Somehow
the faithful found their way to be in
Anchorage in order to pray to St. Yakov,
asking his intercessions.

Their voices were heard not only in
prayer, but also in testimony given at the
grand banquet on Sunday afternoon, at-
tended by nearly five hundred faithful
and friends. Several native clergy and
laity were given the opportunity to speak
of the events of the weekend and what the
consecration and glorification services
meant to the Orthodox community in
Alaska.

From the moment we arrived in



Anchorage until the time we departed for
our nextdestination in Kodiak, the grate-
ful appreciation expressed to us by our
brothers and sisters in Alaska was unfor-
gettable. Their true hospitality matched
the beauty and elegance experienced the
entire weekend in church.

Allow me to quote from the last two
paragraphs on the life of St. Yakov, pre-
pared by Fr. Paul Merculieff, as it clearly
states the reason for our being in Anchor-
age on this special weekend in October.
He writes:

“Intheactof glorification, the Church
publicly elevates, affirms and celebrates
that in the life of this person, her divine
message has borme holy fruit . . . As an
Aleut, he was able to effectively relate to
his own people during his ministry in the
Atka district and to bridge the cultural
and racial distance between European
and indigenous peoples on the South-
western Alaska mainland . . . he consci-
entiously labored under some of the most
difficult conditions imaginable to bring
the Gospel to traditional nomadic tribes
. .. Despite his own physical weakness
and the personal tragedies that befell him,
he persevered in faith, hope, love, and
most remarkably perhaps, joy, Paschal
Joy.”

There was a touch of that Paschal Joy
in Anchorage in October, even though it
was snowing during the Divine Liturgy.
The cold, snowy weather did not dampen
the spirit of joy in our hearts. Being ever
so mindful of the daily trials and tribula-
tions facing our brothers and sisters
throughout Alaska, it was uplifting to
pray with them and to share in the joy of
the historic weekend. Their love of the
Orthodox Faith, our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, the venerable saints of Alaskaand
now of St.Yakov, was expressed with a
feeling I will keep with me until I leave
this world.

I will always remember joining the
multitude of faithful gathered for the
glorification services and singing with
one voice: “We magnify, we magnify
you, O Holy Father Yakov, Enlightener
of the native peoples of Alaska, and we
honor your holy memory, for you pray to
Christ our God for us.”

The words came to life in every per-
son singing and praying before his holy
Icon.

—Archpriest Eugene Vansuch

»

Fr. Eugene Vansuch presents iconlto Archpriest
Nicholas Harris.
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Saint Justin Popovich’s Commentary on the First Epistle
of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian

’f‘”@‘g ehold the good news, the most
basic thought and truth: God the

=1 Word took flesh in order that we
might take flesh in Him. He was made
man that we might be deified. He, Life
everlasting, was manifested upon earth
that we might be united to Him by living
through Him. Of the word of life, such is
the subject of this Gospel. It is as if the
Holy Theologian desired to give usanew
interpretation of the essential good news
of his Gospel: The word was made flesh,
(John 1:14). God the Word, He Who is
Eternal Life, came down to us; He who
was from the beginning—that is to say,
from eternity—descended to earth, He
became flesh, He became our earthly
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Saint Justin, 1894-1979,
was a great Serbian
theologian, a prolific
author who was a disciple
of St. Nicholas of Zhicha.

That which was from
the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which

we have looked upon, and
our hands have handled;

reality, Whom we could approach,
perceive, know and feel; and this is
what we have heard: We have heard
the good news of God the Word; this is
what we have seen with our eyes: we
have seen God in the flesh, God in the
world, God among us; again this is
what we have looked upon: we have
seen and contemplated God in man;
and this is what, finally, our hands
have handled: they have touched the
body of God the Word—both before
His death on the Cross and after His
resurrection from among the dead. We
have heard, we have seen, we have
looked upon, we have touched: the
Word of life, the Active Word of life,

of the Word of life.

(1 John 1:1)

the God of life; God the Word became our
reality, and we confirm this in the most
evidentway which we experience—the only
method is experience. The Word of Lifeis in
fact the Logic of life, the Wisdom of life and
the Word of Life: before Him, life was
without word, without meaning; before Him
life was a-logical, and consequently, il-
logical; in it there was no tenable logic, all
was chaos, all was a “merry-go-round of
absurdity.” Before Him—the Word of life,
life was voiceless or wordless: life knew not
how to speak—nor how to say, nor how to
express itself, nor how to express to itself
eitherits mystery orits torment or its sorrow
orits joy. In Him, life gained all things: life
began to speak because life was made word;



life was made meaning because life was
made word; life was made all-wisdom
because it was made word. It is through
sin, it is because of sin that life became
wordless: alogical, absurd, without any
goal, and utterly senseless.

What was, and what remains, for
human thought—be it Greek, Roman,
Hindu, or other—but a one-dimensional
ideal, idea, or abstraction, became life,
our earthly life, through the Incarnation
of God the Word, the Logos. There is no
need to seek in another world either the
meaning or the word of life, for the
Meaning and Word of life are here, among
us. We have the Word of life, and this is
why we know the logic of life, the goal of
life, the meaning of life. Even if we were
ignorant of what was the beginning of
life, behold He is here, God the Word, the
Logos—for it is He Who was from the
beginning.Lifeisnotsomething deprived
of meaning. From its beginning it was
something divine and “logical”—and sin
is that force which in all things abolishes
the word, a force which destroys “logic,”
the “Word-ness” conceived and given by
God, the meaning conceived and given
by God. Inreality, only sin canremove all
meaning from life.

For thelife was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life which
was with the Father, and was mani-
fested unto us. (1:2)

Until the Incarnation of God the
Word, it was as if life did not exist upon
the earth. What little existence life had
was only the wrong side of life, amask for
life, a substitute for life—in short, a false
life. For what is a life where death exists,
a life which ends in death? It is nothing
other than death which is gradually post-
poned—that is, a slow torture. Only a life
which dies not, only a life which ends not
indeath is worthy of being called life, life
which surpasses death, life which by the
Resurrection makes a bridge towards
eternity. Inreality, only eternal life islife,
and itis this /ife which was manifested for
the first time in our human world with
God the Word, the God-man Christ. This
is why Saint John announces to us the
good news: For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear witness,
and shew unto you that eternal life which

was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us. “Life” is synonymous with
“eternal life.” There is no life without
eternal life. With the God-man, life was
manifested in our world of death and of
false life. It is only in Him that we have
seen the true life, that we have seen what
life is; we have seen and we see that only
eternal life is true life.

That which we have seenand heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may
have communion with us: and truly
our communion is with the Father,and
with His Son Jesus Christ. (1:3)

How was the Theologian able to bear
such a witness? From whence comes this
boldness?—From his own experience,
for he himself tasted of eternal life, he
himself attained communion with it, he
himself participated in it through our Lord
Jesus Christ. To live in communion with
the Lord Jesus, to have communion with
Him, amounts to attaining eternal life.
This life is in truth communion with the
Triune Godhead. To enter the Trinity
through the God-man, to become trinitar-
ian, is nothing less than living eternal life.
And it is then that man feels and sees
eternal life in himself; he enters into the
lasting communion of eternal human
beings—for Christians differ from other
men in this, that they possess eternal life
and that by it they live here below on
earth. This is why they manifest eternal
life—and itis in this sense that with them
everything is founded upon personal
experience, on personal communication
with the eternal. This is why as a holy and
true eyewitness, he announces to us the
goodnews: That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have communion with us: and truly
our communion is with the Father, and
with His Son Jesus Christ.The life of
Christians is life with the Divine Trinity:
union and communion, with the powers
of and with the life-giving, creative and
eternal holiness of the Trinity. Commun-
ion with eternity also gives man eternal
life; this is no longer an external observa-
tion but an internal life of the Holy Trin-
ity. Itis in truth communion, the co-union
of man with God, the co-incaration with
God. Here all is personal, experiential
and living, here all is new. God the Word
Himself entered into man, He was made

man; He entered into the body, He was
made flesh. The Word is in the flesh, in
man, here with us and among us and in
us—and with Him the fullness of Eternal
life, the fullness of eternal Truth, the
fullness of eternal Love, the fullness of
eternal Light, and all its eternal perfec-
tions—so that with Him we might have
communion with all the divine and eter-
nal perfections. The Holy Theologian is
clear: the life of Christians is entirely in
the Holy Trinity—from the Father,
through the Son, in the Holy Spirit; it is
communion with the Holy Trinity: and
truly our communion is with the Father,
andwith His Son Jesus Christ. For God is
in ourmidst in order tobe in us; He is also
with us in order to be in us.

And these things write we unto

you, that your joy may be full. (1:4)
Itis from this life in the Holy Trinity,
from this communion with the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, that the
human being is filled with the true joy
which is none other than a divine bless-
ing. Without this joy, the human being is
filled with sorrow, bitterness and tur-
moil—and with whatelse could death fill
the human being, as did sin before it? By
means of each sin, there penetrates into
the soul a wisp of, if not yet bitterness, at
least that sinful sweetness which little by
little changes into bitterness; in every
circumstance and with every sin commit-
ted, adrop, atleast, of bitterness seeps in,
and that drop is imperceptibly diluted
throughout the soul and grows with time
into a boundless sorrow. Most of the
time, man does not even know from
whence comes this sorrow in his soul, in
hisheart. But communion with Christand
with His holy virtues fills the human
being withajoy thatdoes not fade. Living
by the love of Christ, the human soul is
filled with an unspeakable joy—itis filled
just as much when it lives by the Right-
eousness of Christ, by the Goodness of
Christ, by the humility and meekness of
Christ. Let man then look within himself
and...Oh! what does he see? Everything
in him is filled with a divine joy; in him,
there isno longer the sorrow of sinnor the
fear of death. It is for this reason that the
Holy Theologian announces to us the
Continued on the next page.
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Saint Justin

Continued from page 43

good news: And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full.

Thisthenis the message [ heangelia]
which we have heard of him, and de-
clareunto you [angelomen humin], that
God is light [fos], and in him is no
darkness at all. (1:5)

And truly this is the wondrous good
news of the God-man: God is light. That
is to say that He is the cause of all that is
holy, of all that is true, of all that is good,
of all that is righteous and of all that is
immortal; but of all that is evil, sin, death
or falsehood, He is in no way the source,
nor does He in any cooperate with the
source, neither is He the cause nor does
He in any way cooperate with the cause.
This is truly the good news that Christ
proclaimed and demonstrated by His life:
God is truly light and in Him is no dark-
ness at all. And where, pray tell, could
there be darkness in the God-man? Where
can sin be found in Him? If someone
could find sin in Him, he would find dark-
ness, but none has been able to find this.
Now, darkness comes from sin, and sin
comes from the devil—and he is the one
who is all darkness. For what makes the
devil the devil is this: that by essence he
isthe very opposite of God. God is light—
the devil is darkness. God is life—the
devil is death. God is truth—the devil is
falsehood. This is why the Lord Christ, as
the true God that He is, was able to say of
Himself: I am the light of the world. I am
the light of life. As for the devil, he would
have had all rights to say of himself: I am
the darkness of the world, I am the dark-
ness of life. Itis only because of him that
men see neither meaning in the world,
nor goal in life, because for the eyes of
men to seg, it is necessary for there to be
light. Only the God-man, Christ, pos-
sesses this light and this is why He can
giveittous. Itis through light that we see.
Without light, our eyes are useless.

If we say that we have communion
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth. (1:6)

This good news of God as light is
confirmed by the testimony of experi-
ence and perception; by the personal
experience and perception of all true
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Christians, for they have personally testi-
fied that they live by Christ and in Christ,
that they truly live by the light and in the
light. There is no darkness out of which
Christ has not led them; there is no sin
that they have not vanquished through
Christ. Just as the rising of the sun is
preceded by the glimmer of dawn, so
likewise is Christ—the light of the world
and of life—preceded by the glimmer of
thelightof holy virtues. Hardly does man
begin to apply them when they unveil in
his soul the glimmer of the dawn an-
nouncing the rising of the eternal Sun of
righteousness; and this Sun—when He is
born in the soul—knows no setting. But
in the same way, the darkness of sins
precedes the darkness of the creator of
sins. If they penetrate into the soul, they
cover it with deeper and deeper obscu-
rity, sothatman might nolongernotice at
whatmoment the creator of darkness and
sin—the devil—will enter into his soul.
He who lives in sin lives in darkness, and
this is why he does not know where he is
going. Every sin leads towards the em-
pire of sin, death; every darkness leads
towards the empire of darkness, hell—
and over the empire of death, over the
empire of darkness, there is but one king,
there is but one master, and it is the devil.
This is the good news that the Evangelist
announces to us: If we say that we have
communion with him, and walk in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the truth.

But if we walk in the light, as He is
in the light, we have communion one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from sin.
(1:7)

God the Word—He Who is the
Light—became man in order to give to
men His divine light, in order to make it
accessible tomen, in order that they might
appropriate it to themselves. In a general
way, God the Word, in His Incarnation,
desires that men enter into communion
with Him and that all that is from God
become incarnate in the life and world of
men. The watchword that He addresses to
us is that we ought to be as He himselfis:
as He Himself is light, we ought to be-
come light; as He himself is in the light
we ought to be in it as well. Likewise
again, as He is in the Truth, we ought to
be initas well. All that He is has become

ours by His Incarnation. He Who is Life
eternal itself, came down from heaven to
the earth, and with it, all that lives this
eternal life, that is to say: the eternal
Truth and the eternal Light, eternal Jus-
tice and eternal Love, eternal Goodness,
eternal Wisdom and all the other divine
and eternal perfections: He brought them
from heaven to earth, so thatall this might
become human, so that all this might
become ours. For eternal life becomes
ours only when we live in these eternal
divine-human perfections. If we live thus,
the divine power of these eternal perfec-
tions chases from us all sin, purifies us
Jrom all stain. It is evident that these
perfections constitute the essence of His
divine-human Person—that they are, asit
were, His body and blood and that pre-
cisely where Hismost holy blood s found,
there also is life eternal. For His life
dwells in the blood of His divine-human-
ity as in a home and through Him, from
Him andbecause of Him, our life findsits
home there as well. The God-man is He
Who, in sharing with men His eternal
perfections and eternal life, unites manin
a new communion, immortal, divine-
human, eternal: in a single body, the
Church, a body through which springs
and flows the divine-human blood of
Christ, which purifies from sin those who
commune and unite themselves to His
divine-humanbody. Thismost-holy blood
bathes us in Light and Truth, bathes us in
Justice and Love. Then the human being
shines with a purity never seen before,
and this is why the Evangelist announces
unto us this good news: Ifwe walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have com-
munion one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. (1:8)

Just as the Light is in Christ, so the
darkness is in us: the darkness of sin. The
darkness of sin was spread over all hu-
man beings without exception, and this is
whynomanisthetruelight,and noteven
he who was the greatest among the chil-
dren of women (Matthew 11:11). Only a
human being entirely without sin and
perfect, only this one can be the True
Light. Among mankind, only the God-



man, only Christis such a being (cf. John
18:9). Moreover, because of the presence
of darkness in nature, no man is light in
general—let alone True Light. This is
why it is said of the Forerunner that he
was not the light (John 1:8). This convic-
tion and this knowledge that all that is
human is under sin and in sin are founded
on the true knowledge of man and par-
ticularly on Christian anthropology. He
who teaches the opposite is in error, there
is no truth in him. All other teachings
concerning man are false; this is the case
with the humanist teaching concerning
man, which elevates man to the rank of
God, in all his particulars, without abol-
ishing or purifying either his sin or his
wickedness. In a general manner, hu-
manism is the worst of idolatries, it is an
“idolatry of man.” It is founded on this
teaching: that man is good by nature and
that he is sufficient unto himself. Human-
ismrepresents the most tragic of counter-
truths, the cause of so many tragedies in
this world of “humanities,” of instruction
and of culture, for it is precisely this
teaching which has brought humanists to
such anarrogant self-exaltation, tosucha
glorification of man as man, that they
even come to deny the existence of sin.
“There is nosin” is one of the fundamen-
tal ethical principles of humanism. And
nevertheless human reality is so full of in-
adequacy, of vice, of brokenness, of trag-
edy, that it testifies with the greatest elo-
quence of the presence in man of these
negative and destructive powers which
are none other than the power of sin. All
of this humanism itself recognizes by its
theory of progress, which should heal
men of all their negativity, inadequacy,
vices or wickedness—butsucharemedy,
such a salvation of man by himself, re-
calls the story of a man who is drowning
and would save himself by pulling him-
self by the hair—and of course the drown-
ingisrapid! However, thereisno concep-
tion of man, there is no behavior in re-
gards toman more tragic than those of the
humanists, for they lead man towards the
most terrible catastrophes. This is why
the holy Philosopher—as a true knower
of man and of human nature—warns us:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us; and
in fact, no one deceives himself more
than the humanists, the man-worshippers

of all sort. The truth concerning man is
not in them.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1:9)

The truth of man is opposed to the
deception of the humanists: the truth of
man lies in the conviction, in the knowl-
edge and in the recognition that all men
are under sin and in sin—foritis only this
conviction, this knowledge and this rec-
ognition which incite men to seek to be
saved from sin and its wickedness, to
search for the Savior. Now the only one
who can be the Savior from sin isone who
is without sin. Among men, no such per-
son can be found; alone among all man-
kind is our God and Savior Jesus Christ—
and the experience of mankind through-
out the ages testifies to this. All other so-
called “saviors” of humanity are only im-
posters and boasters, for all of them with-
out exception can only save man from
and heal him of superficial diseases which
only touch the surface, but in no wise can
they heal his principal and essential dis-
ease, the disease of his being: of sin and
of the death which is founded in sin. This
is why everyone knows that death is the
common and inevitable destiny of men,
And this knowledge which life itself
confirms includes within it the knowl-
edge that sin is something inevitable. It
would be a tragic undertaking to attempt
to build the entire edifice of man and his
prosperity upon such absurdities. It is an
undertaking which will always end in a
catastrophe, an undertaking of which there
is but one way out: a passionless gaze at
man, on his realities, a concrete observa-
tion of the wickedness of sin, which is
presentinand spread outin his being; itis
the confession and the recognition that
only the God-man, the sinless Christ, can
save us. It is such a recognition, such a
confession which urges the Lord—the
most just friend of man—to come to our
aid and to save us from sin. Without this
recognition, He does not come, for He
will not impose Himself by force nor
destroy in man that freedom and that love
by which and for which man exists and in
which he has his being. The God-man is
perfectly just. It is this which gives Him
the right and the power to forgive sins:

with this, His perfect divine-human jus-
tice gives Him such a power that He can
absolve sins and remit them and this is a
power thatonly the sinless God-man pos-
sesses. The Holy Theologian announces
unto us the glad tidings: If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness. Faithful: to what? He is
faithful to man, faithful through love, He
is faithful to this human soul which He
created in the image of God, and which,
He believes, will, once freed from sins,
be able tolead man by means of evangelic
exploits to divine perfections; He be-
lieves that man will be able to build
himself into a “perfect man” and that he
will be able to be divine: pious and just,
sincere and good, humble and adorned
with all the holy virtues. One thing alone
is demanded of us: to confess that we are
sinners. Itis He Who does all the rest, He,
the only friend and only Savior of man:
He forgives us our sins, He purifies us of
allunrighteousness, and as He is just and
Jaithful, He gives to us all the divine
strength necessary to enter into the new
life, the life in the justice and holiness of
the truth. (Ephesians 5:24)

If we say that we have not sinned,
wemake hima liar, and his Word is not
in us. (1:10)

The Savior came into our world to
save us from sin; in His Gospel He never
ceases to repeat this. If we begin by
affirming that we have not sinned, that
we have no sin, then we make our Savior
into a liar, For He said that He came to
save us from our sins—and we would
claim to have none? If He came into the
world, it is truly because we are sinners,
slaves of sin and of death; but if we
acknowledge our state of being sinners,
we must also acknowledge the necessity
of our Savior and of our salvation, It is
then that His word is in us—and His word
is His Gospel, the Gospel of salvation.
The man-worshippers say: We have no
sin, what savior do we need? We have no
need of the savior, for there is nothing for
him to save us from. If we lack some-
thing, we can correct it by instruction,
culture, science, or technology; God is of
no use to us!—In this mannerdo the man-
worshippers proclaim the Savior as a liar
and impostor, and consequently, as an
enemy of humanity.
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Bicentennial Celebration
Culminates in Washington

The bells of two Orthodox cathedrals
in the nation’s capital resonated along
Massachusetts Avenue on Saturday,
September 24, as thirteen hierarchs and
more than one thousand clergy and faith-
ful marched in solemn procession along
thismagnificent boulevard. Presided over
by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodo-
sius, Primate of the Orthodox Church in
America, the participants had concluded
a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at St. So-
phia Greek Orthodox Cathedral in com-
memoration of the landing of eight Rus-
sian monastics in Alaska in 1794, as
Orthodox Christians in North America
concluded a year-long celebration of this
bicentennial commemoration. As the
entourage arrived at St. Nicholas Cathe-
dral, atime capsule prepared by the youth
of the Diocese of Washington was buried
adjacent to the millennium bell tower,
while Mr. Mark Oleynik, Diocesan Youth
Director, explained the significance of

-

the event in light of this bicentennial
celebration.

The interior of this massive cathedral
was filled to capacity as a pan-Orthodox
choir of fifty-four voices sang hymns
glorifying the two hundredth anniversary
of Orthodox Christianity in North Amer-
ica. The choir was directed by Marie
Scala Ficken of the Romanian Episco-
pate (O.C.A.), George Amouri of the
Antiochian Archdiocese, and Andrea
Lutov of St. Nicholas Cathedral, with Fr.
Vadim Pogrebniak serving as prompter.
The Metropolitan was joined by the fol-
lowing guest hierarchs: Metropolitans
Christopher of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, and Joseph of the Bulgarian
Patriarchate; Archbishop Victorin of the
Romanian Patriarchate, and Bishops
Athenagoras of the Greek Archdiocese
(representing Archbishop Iakovos) and
Antoun, representing Metropolitan Philip
of the Antiochian Archdiocese; and the

Pan-Orth(;dox Hierarchical Liturgy at Saint Sophia Cathedral in the nation's capital.

following hierarchs from the O.C.A. Holy
Synod: Archbishops Kyrill of Pittsburgh,
Peter of New York, and Herman of Phila-
delphia; Bishops Nathaniel of Detroitand
the Romanian Episcopate, Job of Chi-
cago, Seraphim of Ottawa, and Bishop
Basil. Also present were Bishop Papken
of the Armenian Church and representa-
tives of the Ethiopian and Malabarite
Churches.

The hierarchs were joined by the Rev.
John Tavlarides, Dean of St. Sophia
Cathedral, Protopresbyter Robert Kon-
dratick, Chancellor of the O.C.A,
Archpriest Myron Manzuk, Chancellor
of the Diocese of Washington, Dmitry
Grigorieff, Dean of St. Nicholas Cathe-
dral, and George Rados of the Antiochian
Archdiocese, and Priest Dennis Rhodes,
Executive Secretary of the Bicentennial
Commission, along with other Orthodox
clergy from many states and several ju-
risdictions who participated in the glori-



ous celebration.

Festivities began Friday morning,
September 23, at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at Arlington National Cemetery.
Following the changing of the guard
ceremony, Metropolitan Theodosius
placed afloral arrangementin front of the
tomb as a young soldier played taps.
Present for this ceremony and for the
memorial service which followed in the
amphitheater, wereall the hierarchs listed
above, in addition to numerous military
and government representatives. From
the Pentagon, representing the U.S. Army
were Chaplain Major General Donald
Shea, Chief of Army Chaplains, and
Chaplain Brigadier General Arthur Tho-
mas, U.S. Air Force Deputy Chief of
Chaplains, Colonel Clifford Weathers,
Chairman of the Military Endorsers
Conference, and Mr. John C. Metzler, Jr.,
Superintendent of Arlington National
Cemetery. Joining Metropolitan Theo-
dosius in the Memorial Service were the
VeryReverends Michael Simerick (Chap-
lain, U.S.N.) and Theodore Boback
(Chaplain, U.S.A.). A blue spruce tree
was planted afterwards at Arlington in
memory of all those who sacrificed their
lives in battle. The tree was donated by
the Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs.
The group then visited the Vietmam
Memorial where the hierarchs in proces-
sion placed flowers at the wall. A large
number of Orthodox active duty and re-
tired military personnel participated in
these events.

Friday afternoon, the bishops were
the guests of Dr. James Billington at the
Library of Congress. They visited the
library’snew exhibit honoring the contri-
bution of the Russian Orthodox Church
in Alaska. (The exhibit was dedicated on
September 28 by Presidents Clinton and
Yeltsin, with Metropolitan Theodosius
inattendance.) The exhibit is entitled “In
the Beginning was the Word: The Rus-
sian Church and Native Alaskan Cul-
tures.” In the evening, a concert was held
atthe National Archives, withareception
that included a private viewing of the
Treaty of Alaska.

Before the Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy at St. Nicholas Cathedral on Sun-
day, September 25, Metropolitan Theo-
dosius blessed the newly-painted icons
adorning the interior of St. Nicholas. The

Metropolitan was once again joined by
all the hierarchs and clergy as a capacity
crowd filled the nave of this primatial
cathedral. The choir of St. Nicholas was
directed by Mr. Constantine Pavlov.
Following the Liturgy, His Beatitude
bestowed the Order of St. Innocent (Sil-
ver Class) on Archbishop Herman for his
leadership as Chairman of the Bicenten-
nial Commission, and on Mr. Evgeny
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Hierarchs pay respects at Vietnam War Memorial.

Parkhayev (Silver Class), director of the
Sofirino religious art enterprise of the
Moscow Patriarchate, who was repre-
senting His Holiness, Patriarch Aleksy
11, and also oversaw the iconography at
St. Nicholas; the Order of St. Innocent
(Bronze Class) on Fathers Dmitry Grigo-
rieff and Constantine White for their
labors at St. Nicholas Cathedral, and Mrs.

Continued on page 51.

- Worshipping on fhe 200th Anniversary of North American Orthodoxy.

- “ ¥ by
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Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Church

Twenty-five years ago, anew church
was constructed and dedicated to the Glory
of God in Wilkes-Barre. After much
prayer, sacrifice, and toil, the Holy Trin-
ity Russian Orthodox Church became a
reality.

A group of Orthodox Christians first
met early in 1966 to discuss the possibil-
ity of founding anew parish. It was agreed
thatanew parish was badly needed in this
area. An organization known as the
“Orthodox Christian Progressive Asso-
ciation” was formed, and it petitioned the
Council of Bishops of the Metropolia to
approve and bless the undertaking. Hav-
ing gained approval, the group elected
officers, established a building fund, and
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formed a land search committee. In due
time, the search committee made a rec-
ommendation that was adopted to pur-
chase 10-1/2 acres of land on which the
church now stands. A charter was issued
by the county court on Oct. 27, 1966 to
the “Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox
Greek Catholic Church.”

The first Divine Liturgy of the newly-
formed parish was celebrated at the Car-
patho-Russian School Hall in Hudson,
Pa., on Mother’s Day, May 14, 1967.
Later that month, the first parish council
was formed and officers were elected.
Michael Stchur was elected as the first
senior warden. At the same time, a build-
ing committee was chosen and began to

function. Joseph P. Peleak, a registered
architect, was commissioned to design
the new church and oversee its construc-
tion.

On Pentecost Sunday, June 14, 1967,
groundbreaking and blessing ceremonies
were held on the site of thenew church. A
banquet was held to commemorate the
occasion. The Very Reverend Father
George Pawlush assumed duties as the
first resident pastor on July 1, 1967, and
he immediately organized the church
school for the religious education of the
young people of the parish.

To ensure the success of their goal,
many fundraising projects were under-
taken by the parishioners. The women of



the parish met frequently and held quilt-
ing bees, where many beautiful hand-
made quilts were made and offered as
prizes at parish bingoes. They also made
pizza, donuts, bread, and hoagies. All
profits were donated to the building fund.
A major portion of the building fund was
derived from the making and sale of piro-
his. This continues to be amajor source of
income for the parish. The men and
women also sponsored numerous family
dinners, bazaars, raffles, and picnics.
Excavation for the new church began

Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox Church

in early February, 1968. Work was com-
pleted in January, 1969. In June, the pa-
rishioners witnessed the placing of the
three onion-shaped cupolas on the church.
The total cost of the new edifice was
$370,000, including furnishings.

The solemn consecration of Holy
Trinity Church took place on September
20, 1969. The Hierarchical procession
began from the temporary rectory at 444
East Main Street to the church. It in-
cluded His Eminence Ireney, Archbishop
of New York, Metropolitan of all Amer-

Procession to the Church.

iy

Father John addresses banqueters.

ica and Canada; His Grace Kiprian,
Bishop of Philadelphia and Pennsylva-
nia; the V.Rev.George Pawlush, Dean of
the Wilkes-Barre Deanery and pastor of
Holy Trinity; and the reverend clergy of
the area, deacons and servers, along with
choir. Following the vesting of the Met-
ropolitan, the consecration of the Holy
Table was solemnized. Holy relics were
placed in it. This was followed by the
blessing of the Table of Oblation, the
Iconostasis, and the entire interior of the
church. A Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
followed, celebrated by Metropolitan
Ireney, Bishop Kiprian, Father George,
and visiting clergy. The Holy Trinity
choir, directed by Mrs. John (Agnes)
Homick, sang the responses. Peter Welgus
served as Reader. At the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy, the exterior of the
church was blessed.

A banquet was held at the Treadway
Inn, now known as the Woodlands. The
main address was delivered by John
Turkevich, Ph.D., son of the late Metro-
politan Leonty, Primate of the Church
from 1950 to 1965; he spoke on “The
Future of Orthodoxy.”

The new rectory was completed in
1971, and in 1976, a pavilion was con-
structed.

InJune, 1978, the Holy Trinity parish
honored Father George on the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his ordination in the
holy priesthood. Friends, community
leaders, and parishioners, paid tribute to
Father George.

Early in 1979, in anticipation of the
tenth anniversary of the dedication, a
decision was reached to have icons writ-
ten for the sanctuary and on the ceiling of
the nave. Mr. Constantine Youssis, who
had done earlier iconography for the
iconostasis, was commissioned to write
the icons.

In February of 1988, Father George
Pawlush announced his decision toretire.
Plans were made to hold a testimonial
dinner honoring Father George and Ma-
tushka Anne for their dedicated and un-
selfish service to the parish. Friends and
wellwishers offered congratulations and
best wishes. Parishioners expressed their
love and gratitude for Father George's

Continued on the next page.
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Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

Continued from page 49.

many years of sacrificial spiritual guid-
ance. Years of harmony and mutual re-
spect werenoted at this time. Many Years!

On November 1, 1988, Father John
Mason, after appointment by Bishop
Herman, arrived from Yonkers, N.Y.,
and celebrated his first Divine Liturgy at
Holy Trinity on November 6.

Early this year (1994) John Homick
was forced, because of failing health, to
submit his resignation as sexton and
custodian. Mr. Homick served the parish
throughout its history, laboring, not by
the clock, but whenever duty called. He
attended all liturgical services and at-
tended to all emergencies. May he enjoy
“Many Years!”

On Sunday, November 13, 1994, the
Holy Trinity Church celebrated its twenty-
fifth anniversary. We were honored to
have His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theo-
dosius, and His Eminence, Archbishop
Herman, preside over the celebration.
Further, we were privileged to have with
is Protopresbyter Robert Kondratick,
Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in
America, and Father David Lisko, sons
of the parish.

The weekend began with Great Ves-
pers and Litya presided over by Arch-
bishop Herman. The vesper service was
followed by adinner atthe East Mountain
Inn for the visiting hierarchs and out-of-
state clergy, together with their spouses.

Early Sunday morning, the church
school students, choir, altar boys, and
clergy led the hierarchs in procession
from the rectory to the church, where
they were greeted by Christine Chilcott
and Brittany Willis, who presented them
with roses on behalf of all the students.
They were then welcomed by Theodore
Sovyrda, senior warden, with the tradi-
tional bread and salt. Lastly, Father John
greeted the hierarchs with the Cross and
besoughtarchpastoral blessings upon the
faithful.

Concelebrants at the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy were Fathers Robert
Kondratick, George Pawlush, Vladimir
Petorak, Theodore Orzolek, Theodore
Boback, David Lisko, Nicholas Wylut-
sky, and John Mason (host pastor), as-
sisted by protodeacon Eric Wheeler and
deacon Keith Russin. Responses were
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sung by the Holy Trinity Choir under the
direction of Peter Welgus.
Inhissermon, His Beatitude preached
on the Gospellesson of the Good Samari-
tan, and he encouraged all to open wide
our hearts to the love of God and to put
love into action. He reminded us that we
were created to love and to be loved.
When we accept His love and share His
love with others, we are fulfilling the
purpose for which God created us. As
Saint Paul said: “We are His workman-

ship, created in Jesus Christ for good
works.”

His Beatitude asked: Whois the man
who is robbed? And he responded, He is
every one of us who senses that he has
been robbed of the love, joy, and peace
that should be ours. He is every one of us
who has ever felt beaten and victimized
by a world that is outside of our control,
by the sins of others and by our sins also.
It is Jesus Christ Who finds us and has
compassion on us. He comes to heal us—

Grand Banquet.

John Homick is awarded gramota.



to bind up our wounds. Like the Samari-
tan, He is despised, but He goes beyond
the Samaritan in joining us in our wounded
condition for, as we read in Scripture,
“with His stripes we are healed.”

Metropolitan Theodosius challenged
all, that as we celebrate this anniversary,
we give thanks to God for all that He has
done for us in Christ Jesus, forall that He
continues to do in our lives; that we
recommit ourselves with all our mind, all
our heart, and all our strength to Jesus
Christ our Lord.

His Beatitude graciously presented
to all who were present at the Hierarchi-
cal Divine Liturgy gold crosses asa token
of his abiding love for all. His honor,
Mayor Lee Namey, mayor of the city of
Wilkes-Barre, next presented His Emi-
nence, Archbishop Herman, withakey to
thecity. (He had made a similar presenta-
tion to His Beatitude ona previous visit to
Wilkes-Barre.)

His Eminence called upon us to have
love for one another and to follow in the
footsteps of Christ. He reminded us that
in this world where morality is on the
decline we cannot expect one or two
well-meaning politicians to make the
transformation, but that it is time for
God’s children to do something about it.
Those of us who have chosen to follow
Christ are well aware of His teachings
must not only accept them but must fol-
low them. He called on all to walk in the

light of Christ, to give of ourselves and to
do all in His love.

Metropolitan Theodosius, in his brief
comments, continued the theme of love
when he asked that we have love for one
another so thatall would know that we are
God’s children. Tobelovedandtolove is
a gift from God.

The main address was delivered by
Protopresbyter Robert Kondratick, Chan-
cellor, who reminisced about his partici-
pation in the founding of the parish. In
reflecting on the past, he was moved by
one basic feeling, that of gratitude. He
reminded all that God loves us and that
we in turn repay with gratitude and our
love. He said that when the Divine Lit-
urgy iscelebrated, just before the gifts are
consecrated, we pray these words: “We
praise Thee. We bless Thee. We give
thanks unto Thee, O Lord.” Indeed, the
word Eucharist comes from the Greek
word for “thanksgiving.” He noted that
God does not work in a vacuum. In this
world, God works through people.

Father Bob called on all to remember
their roots as a sister parish of Holy Res-
urrection Cathedral, and the significance
of this in remembering the founding
pastor, the now glorified St. Alexis of
Wilkes-Barre, who united our forebears
into Orthodoxy in the 1890s and early
1900s.

In calling the people the Church, he
quoted St. Matthew's Gospel: “You are

the light of the world. A city thatis set on
ahill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light
alamp and put it under a bushel, butona
stand, and it gives light to all who are in
the house. Let your light so shine before
all men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
He also recalled the words of Father
George Pawlush twenty-five yearsagoat
the dedication: “Itnow becomes the privi-
lege and duty of each of us to continue
building upon the solid foundation laid
during the past two and a half years. We,
asfounders and builders, mustencourage
our children and their children to perse-
verein this glorious task and to propagate
Holy Orthodoxy inits true spiritual form.
Only then our new church edifice will
have fulfilled its purpose.”

Father Robert concluded by asking
all to “follow in the footsteps of St. Alexis
of Wilkes-Barre and to follow the foot-
steps of the founders and builders of the
parish and to fulfill the task of spreading
the good news of Christ as it is rightly
known and taught in the Orthodox Church.
This is a tremendous task -before us to-
gether. I pray that God will protect you
with His peace, His joy, His humility,
patience, hope, mercy, and especially His
love as you carry on this holy work.”

Our gracious toastmaster, David
Yeosock, brought the festivities toa close
by wishing God's bountiful blessings on
all.

Bicentennial Celebration Culminates In Washington

Continued frompage 47.

Donya Platoff (Bronze Class), for her
work as General Chairperson of the local
committee.

At the Grand Banquet, which was
held at the Fort Myer Officer’s Club, Dr.
James Billington, Librarian of Congress,
spoke of his experiences in Russia during
the aborted coup d’etat in 1993 and the
significance of the American Church's
Bicentennial. Metropolitan Theodosius
bestowed the Order of St. Innocent (Sil-
ver Class) on Dr. Billington for his work
and support for the Russian Orthodox
Church. Present at the banquet were
members of the diplomatic corps from
the Russian Embassy, and the Rev, Joan
Brown Campbell, General Secretary of
the National Council of Churches.

Faithful of St. Michael's Cthrch in Jermyn in front of Saint Sophia Cathedral.
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Education Bulletin

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

Glory to Jesus Christ!

The DRE has had a very busy "93-
*94 year, and the upcoming year will be
just as intense and filled with much ac-
tivity! My sincerest thanks to Archbishop
Herman, all the DRE members, parish
priests, and their families, and all the
many members of parishes in our dio-
cese who have contributed in endless
ways to our programs. May God bless
you all!

Working with the youth of our church
is a very rewarding experience for the
department, as well as for the youth. We
offer programs to accommodate as many
of the youth as possible. The DRE pro-
vides the programs and the activities, but
it is you who need to make sure our
young men and women are there to take
advantage of these programs. We hear
parish priests speak of vocations in the
Church. Vocation is not limited solely to
those planning to attend seminary and
prepare for the holy priesthood, diaco-
nate, or to be a choir director—vocation
is for ALL of us. Each of us has a voca-
tion to be the best Orthodox Christian we
can be; to be a good example for our
children. We need to encourage the youth
inour parishes tobecome involved in our
local parish activities, and a way to en-
courage them is to welcome their partici-
pation. Being welcomed to share thoughts
and ideas on a local parish level gives
one the feeling of being a part of the
whole Church: local parish, diocese, and
national. Encouraging the youth to share
in the programs of the diocese and na-
tional Church is one aspect of this, and if
we are willing to do this, then we must
also share in the responsibility of provid-
ing whatever means are necessary for
our youth to participate: funding, trans-
portation, etc.

We have just completed vocations
month in the OCA during October. Let
us take to heart the letter of His Beatitude
and be that good example for our chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and fellow parishioners as they see our
involvement and participation at retreats,
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lectures, concerts, and above all, church
services. Whether youarea parent, grand-
parent, godparent, relative, friend, or
parishioner, be that good example. It is
by example that conversions are made,
and by our example the Holy Orthodox
Faith will continue to flourish as the One
and Only True Faith. May you all be
blessed with a peaceful, Holy Nativity.
Love in Christ,

—Matushka Fran Vansuch

Contest Winners

The Department of Religious Edu-
cationis pleased to announce the follow-
ing winners of the 1994 D.R.E. Essay
Contest:

First prize: Mr. Kristopher Marek,
St. Mary’s Parish, Coaldale.

Second prize: Mr. Michael Koptiw,
Jr., St. Nicholas Parish, Philadelphia.

Third prize: Ms. Natalie Hatrak, St.
Peter & Paul Parish, Minersville.

We thank all students who took the
time to submit an entry for the contest. It
is our hope that more students will par-
ticipate in the 1995 DRE Essay Contest.

We publish for you the entry judged
to be the best, which was awarded the

First Prize: “Mirror, Mirror,” by Mr.
Kristopher Marek.

Prizewinning Essay

Mirror, Mirror

During Great Lent, we Christians
must gaze into amirror, but not to fix our
hair or to see if your lipstick has been
smudged. We have to look a lot deeper
and see our pride, envy, gluttony, greed,
anger, and other sins we commit through
a lack of self-control.

One cannotreflecton their sins with-
out thinking of those that were hurt by
their transgressions, or realizing the lack-
ing of true achievement through their
sins.

If we try to improve ourselves
through the love of God while we look
into our mirrors—we will.

And when Pascha arrives, we will
experience an inexpressible joy that
comes from knowing our sins are for-
given, and our pains will be wiped away.
However, if we look in a mirror and see
only that our hair is frizzy or our lipstick
is smudged: we will miss out on being at
peace with ourselves and with God.

—XKTristopher Marek

Department of Religious Education

Calendar of Upcoming Events
January 14, 1995 D.R.E. Meeting
St. John’s Church, Nanticoke, Pa.
February 3, 4,5, 1995 Winter Teen Retreat
St. Tikhon's Seminary, Fr. Thaddeus Wojcik, Retreat Leader
March, 1995 Essay Contest during Great Lent
April, 29, 1995 Diocesan Church School Conference
St. Nicholas Church, Bethlehem, Pa.
May 29, 1995 Memorial Day Pilgrimage
St. Tikhon's Monastery, South Canaan, Pa.
July, 1995 Church School Picnic
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Philadelphia, Pa.
August, 1995 Girls’/Women's Retreat
St. Tikhon's Seminary, South Canaan, Pa.

Future meetings of the D.R.E. will be announced




Special Section: Quest for Unity

The Quest for
Orthodox Unity
in America

Father Michael Dahulich.

Editor’snote: Fr.Michael Dahulichintroduces the theme of this year’s annual lecture
series at St. Tikhon's Seminary, and reviews the film “Unity,” which was shown as the
featured presentation at the first of the four lectures. This is followed by his analysis of
the biblical teaching on the Church's uniry.

The Orthodox Church in America
has just completed a year-long celebra-
tion of the Bicentennial of Orthodox
Christianity in North America. Through-
out the land, there have been spiritually
moving Divine Liturgies and other litur-
gical services, stirring sermons and in-
formative lectures, and many other gath-
erings marking this historicanniversary.
These celebrations have drawn scores of
hierarchs—patriarchs, metropolitans,
archbishops, and bishops—hundreds of
clergy, and tens of thousands of faithful
from throughout this hemisphere and
from all over the world.

We have celebrated a glorious his-
tory that began humbly in Kodiak and
has spread far and wide to the other ends
of this continent. The humble chapels
built for the first native American con-
verts to Orthodoxy, the Aleuts, have been
succeeded by magnificent cathedrals
filled by American Orthodox of every
ethnic background. The handful of com-
munities that once dotted the Alaskan
wilderness have given rise to more than
two thousand thriving parishes, in every
state of the country and all the provinces
of Canada as well. The simple school-
house where the first Russian missionar-
ies taught the Faith have given rise to
theological schools and graduate semi-
naries recognized on par with the most
prestigious institutions of Orthodox learn-
ing in the world. And, yes, American

Orthodox history even boasts of the most
sacred sign of authentic Church life—
the glorification of its own saints: Her-
man, Innocent, Juvenaly, Tikhon, Peter
the Aleut, Nicholas of Zhicha, Alex Toth,
and Jacob Netsvetov.

So much to be proud of . . . so much
to celebrate. Yet, as we stand at this
juncture of time—Ilooking back on two
hundred years of history, and looking
forward to the third century of Orthodox
Christianity in North America and to the
dawn of the third millennium—we must
sadly ownuptoascandalous truth! There
isone very important facetof Church life
that has eluded our American Ortho-
doxy. We have failed in our efforts for—
or perhaps, more correctly, we have not
tried hard enough to achieve—a canoni-
cally united Orthodox witness in this
land—one American Orthodox Church!

From the beginning of the Alaskan
mission, through the spread of Ortho-
doxy down the west coast of the U.S.
mainland, east to New York City, to the
time when Patriarch St. Tikhon was the
metropolitan in this land, there was one
ecclesiastical administration here in
America. Today, however, there are at
least ten canonical jurisdictions of vari-
ous ethnic origins and even more groups
of questionable canonical status. This is
not progress; thisisnot the formula of the
Scripture, “One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism” (Ephesians 4:5); this is not the

will of Christ: “ . . . I will build My
Church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

If we look at what the Alaskan mis-
sionariesaccomplished in so shortatime,
because their efforts were unified, not
divided—the establishment of parishes,
the building of churches and chapels, the
creation of schools and orphanages—we
can but imagine what we might accom-
plish here in America, with but one com-
bined and united effort of all Orthodox
Christians, not the fragmented efforts of
various jurisdictions. Missionary labors,
youth programs, charitable apostolates,
professional referral services, publica-
tions and media programs . . . the list is
endless in possibilities . . . if we but pull
together our resources: personnel (hier-
archs, clergy, and laity) and their time,
talents, and treasure! Such an awesome
vision—such a needed reality!

As we embark on another century of
Orthodoxy in America, His Eminence,
Archbishop HERMAN, Rector of St.
Tikhon’s Seminary and creator and host
of these seminar sessions, has in his
wisdom boldly chosen the topic of “The
Quest for Orthodox Unity in America”
as the theme of this 24th annual adult
education lecture series. Over four weeks,
we will examine this issue from various
perspectives.

The firstpresentation is the premiere

Continued on the next page.
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local showing of the film “Unity” pro-
duced by Yelena Demikovisky, which
brings alive on the silver screen an over-
view of this issue. Then we will examine
the Biblical foundations of the theologi-
cal notion of “One Church” in any given
land. That will be followed by an histori-
cal examination of the reality of that
notionin concrete American Orthodoxy.
And, finally, we will hear hierarchical
reflections on this topic by His Beati-
tude, Metropolitan Theodosius, Primate
of the Orthodox Church in America, and
aforemost advocate of making the dream
of One Church in America an actual
reality.

A Review of the film “Unity”

“THE FAITH—is not something
done in the past, but something that
continues.” This quote from His Beati-
tude, Metropolitan Theodosius, at the
beginning of the film “Unity” provides
the raison d’etre for both this stunning
artisticendeavor by Yelena Demikovisky
and the pursuit of the whole theological
issue of the need for One Church in
America and its failure thus far to have
materialized.

With scenes from some of the most
magnificent cathedrals in Russia and
some of the many churches in America
that have replicated their beauty, with
the music of some of the mostimpressive
choirs from across two continents sing-
ing the praises of the Triune God, and
with interviews from hierarchs, histori-
ans, theologians, aspiring future priests,
and many converts of various back-
grounds, Yelena Demikovisky weaves
an outstanding documentary examina-
tion of where Orthodoxy in America has
come from, how it presently stands, and
where it ought to be going.

The film is a treasure of American
Church history—tracing the perilous
journey of the firstmissionaries to Alaska
and their arrival in North America in
1794; the labors of Herman of Alaska—
baptizing several thousand souls, run-
ning a school, caring for orphans and
doing additional missionary work; the
successes of St. Innocent—translating
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the Scriptures into Aleut, building Holy
Ascension Church with his own hands,
and overseeing the building of other
chapels, schools, and orphanages; and
the accomplishments of Bishop Tikhon,
future Patriarch and Saint, whose dio-
cese had spread to the very ends of the
North American continent.

It stresses graphically the truth that
the North American mission was not
intended to be an extension of the Church
of Russia, but was in fact intended to be
the local Church in America. The conse-
cration of Bishop Innocent was a sign of
Church growth, after early mission ef-
forts had been struggling. The Holy
Synod of the Moscow Patriarchate gave
the local Church everything she needed
to make her independent and self-sus-
taining. In fact, at the end of the first
decade of this century, the North Ameri-
can Church had flourished to more than
three hundred thousand souls!

A pivotal fact of history that the film
underlines is that the Holy Synod was on
the verge of giving the American Church
its autonomy, when the disaster of the
1917 Revolution prevented it. The Rus-
sian Revolution changed the American
Church: there was no more assistance
from Russia. It brought a new faith—a
new Marxism, with its own saints, its
own holydays, its own scriptures. The
Revolution meant the end of the mission-
ary vision of the Russian Church.

As aresult, in the United States, the
one jurisdiction that Patriarch St. Tikhon
had once headed, developed into many
jurisdictions. This occurred without
rebuttal; it was a reality that was simply
accepted. What has followed are the
creation of ethnic pocket parishes, dupli-
cation of seminaries, camp centers,
publication offices, administrative chan-
ceries and the like—many times in
competition with one another. The his-
torical reasons for this aberration are no
longer in force; but the scars of division
have become deeply rooted.

With explanations by Metropolitan
Theodosius and Archbishop Herman,
several clergy and noted church histori-
ans and scholars, the film examines the
efforts of the OCA, particularly in its

receiving autocephaly, to help undo this
aberration. “Our goal,” says His Beati-
tude, “is (for Orthodoxy) to develop into
aself-governing Church here in America
(made up of) the various nationalities:
Greek, Antiochian, Bulgarian, Serbian,
and so on. We are working with SCOBA
to develop a Church that is administra-
tively One. We are One Faith, with the
same doctrines and the same traditions.

“Qur goal is unity—to speak with
one voice—as we already do in OCEC
and IOCC. We need to overcome the
little barriers, and live and act as One
Church.”

The theme of this film is dramati-
cally accentuated by the testimony of
numerous converts to the Faith, Ameri-
cans who are now Orthodox by choice.

They testify that the American
Church is not Greek or Russian. It is
French, Scotch-Irish, Yorkshire British,
and African, as well. As one of the semi-
nary students interviewed testifies, “Our
Seminary has a multitude of students—
African, Antiochian, Greek, American.
America is the great melting pot. Amer-
ica is the potential of what Orthodoxy
can be: not white middle class, not Rus-
sian or Greek.”

One student from Russia notes,
“There is ideological diversity and free-
dom of Orthodoxy in America. There is
an opportunity to get experience in a
Church that servesin modernistic Amer-
ica and its various cultures.” Another
young man explained his particular
conversion this way: “As a student of
science, I was seeking truth. (Ifound) the
truth leads to God.”

His Eminence, Archbishop Herman
explains: “Immigration from Eastern
Europe, Africa, etc., is bringing Ortho-
dox to America. They look to us for
support throughout the world. More and
more people are converting to Ortho-
doxy. We need to be One Church.”

Some of what he speaks about is
happening in Bethlehem, Pa., and Bos-
ton, Mass., where parishes are assisting
sister churchesin Russia. But whatabout
establishing sister churches in America,
where there is no Orthodox witness as
yet? That needs to be done, too.
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The film “Unity” will bring tears to
youreyes with the splendor of the beauty
of its churches and the magnificence of
its music, It will also wrench your soul
with the pain of a divided Orthodox
America.

The concluding words of Metropoli-
tan Theodosius are telling: “In 1994 we
celebrate the two hundredth anniversary
of the arrival of the first Russian Ortho-

dox missionaries to America. We go
back to ourroots, here in the New World.
Weare the successors to St. Innocentand
St. Tikhon . . . Like them, we must not
merely bring Orthodoxy to America, but
bring America to Orthodoxy . . . Unity
must become a reality, administrative
unity with all the dioceses.. . . Missionar-
ies brought Orthodoxy to America, taught
the universality of the Church, translated

the Liturgy . . . we are the living heirs!”
The film “Unity” is well worth watch-
ing.In fact, it should be mandatory forall
American Orthodox Christians. And its
theme should be heeded by all Orthodox
bishops, priests, and people. Yelena
Demikovisky has produced a great film;
letus hope thatherintentand itsmessage
will be heard and brought to fruition.
—Archpriest Michael G. Dahulich

Biblical Foundations on the “Unity of the Church”

If you asked the average person,
“What did Jesus preach about?” one
answer you might hear is “the Church.”
Surprisingly enough, however, our Lord
does not preach about the Church. In-
stead, He preaches frequently about the
“Kingdom”—the reign of God in our
lives and in the life to come.

Only twice do the Gospels record
Jesus even using the term “Church.”
They are both in the account of the good
news given to us by St. Matthew:

“And I also say to you, that you are
Peter and upon this rock I will build My
Church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.” “Moreover, if your
brother sins against you, go and tell him
his fault between you and him . . . and if
he refuses to hear the witnesses, tell itto
the Church. Butif herefusesevento hear
the Church, let him be to you like a
heathenand atax collector” (Matt. 16:18;
18:17).

Not the building

“The Church” which Jesus spoke of
and which the Scriptures of the New
Testament relate to us is not the building
we think of so often today. We must
remember, first of all, that the early
Christians first worshipped in the Temple
in Jerusalem or in the Jewish synagogues.
Later, they gathered together on the
Lord’s Day in the homes of fellow be-
lievers in Christ and, during the persecu-
tion of the New Way, in the hidden,
underground catacombs. It was only after
the persecution of the Roman Empire
had ended that Christians began to build

“church buildings” per se.

The Biblical term for “the Church” is
ekklesia—the Greek word for an assem-
bly of citizens or a gathering of the faith-
ful. “The Church” in the New Testament
is the people of God, united in faith and
worship of the Lord Jesus Christ, wher-
ever and whenever they would come
together: “Where two or three are gath-
ered in My Name, there I am in the midst
of them” (Matt. 18:20).

“Church” in the
New Testament

Qutside of the Gospels, the term “the
Church” appears several times in the
New Testament. Some of the more promi-
nent appearances include:

“And the Lord added to the Church
daily those who were being saved” (Acts
2:47). [Paul speaking to the elders:]
“Therefore, take heed to yourselves and
to all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirithas made you overseers (bishops),
toshepherd the Church of God which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts
20:28). “And God has appointed these in
the Church: first, apostles, second proph-
ets, third teachers; after that miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, administra-
tions, and varieties of tongues” (1 Cor.
12:28). “For the husband is the head of
the wife, as Christ is the head of the
Church, and He is the Saviour of that
body” (Eph. 5:22). “And He is the head
of His Body, the Church, Who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He [Christ] may have
preeminence” (Col. 1:18).

In all of these instances, the term
“the Church” is used in the singular—
just as Jesus used it when referring to
what He had established on earth and left
behind for His followers after His As-
cension. Other similar quotes, referring
to “the Church” in the singular include: 1
Cor. 10:32; Eph. 1:22 and 3:10; and 1
Tim. 3:15.

“Churches” in the plural

There are other instances in the New
Testament writings where the term
“Church” is used in the plural . . . not in
the Gospels, butin Acts and the Epistles.
Some examples of this usage would
include:

“So when they [the apostles] had
appointed elders [bishops] in every
Church, they prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord in whom
they believed . . . Now when they had
come and gathered the Church together,
they reported all that God had done for
them” (Acts 14:23, 27). “And he [St.
Paul] went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches” (Acts 15:41).
“So the churches were strengthened in
the faith, and increased in number daily”
(Acts 16:15). “. . . to whom not only I
(Paul) give thanks, but also all the
churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet
the Church that is in their house . . . Greet
oneanother withaholykiss. The churches
of Christ greet you” (Rom. 16:5-16).
“Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I have given orders to the
churches of Galatia, so you mustdoalso”

Continued on the next page.
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(1Cor.16:1).“... And we have sent with
him the brother whose praise is in the
Gospel throughout all the churches, and
not only that but who has also been
chosen by the churches to travel with us
with this gift. . . Therefore show to them,
and before the churches your proof of
your love and of our boasting on your
behalf” (1 Cor. 9:18-19, 28).

Other such Biblical passages where
the Church is used in the plural are: 1
Cor. 4:16; 2 Cor. 18:13; Gal. 1:22; Phil,
4:15, and 2 Thess. 1:4. In all of these
instances, “the churches” are not dispa-
rate, on their own, butare always united—
in the Apostolic Faith in the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. In that unity, they
work together in charity and grow to-
gether in both the faith and in numbers.

Particular local
“Churches”

In other references, we see “the
Church” being located specifically in
different places. These examples of par-
ticular “local churches” include:

“I commend you to Phoebe our sis-
ter, who is a servant in the church in
Cenchrae” (Rom. 16:1). “Now when this
epistle is read among you, see that it is
read also in the church of the Laod-
iceans” (Col. 4:16), “If any believing
man or woman has widows, let them
relieve them and donotlet the Church be
burdened” (1 Tim. 5:16). “To the seven
churches which are in Asia: Ephesus,
Smyma, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea . . . and the
angel of the church of ...” (Rev. 1:11; 2-
3).

In these instances, the one Church
established is simply found to be in spe-
cific individual cities. In spite of the
differentlocales, it seems obvious thatin
each case, each is “the Church”—the
same reality, (Cf. Acts 14:27 and 3 John
9)

Church in general
in different localities

Other passages refer not to aspecific
local Church, but to “the Church” in
general, dwelling in different localities.
We can see this in: “From Miletus he
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[Paul] went to Ephesus and called for the
elders [bishops] of the Church” (Acts
20:17). “Paul, called to be an apostle of
Jesus Christ . . . to the Church of God at
Corinth . . .” (1 Cor. 1:1-2). “Paul, an
apostle of Jesus Christ . . . to the saints
whoarein Ephesus, and faithful in Christ
Jesus . ..” (Eph. 1:1). “Paul . .. to the
saints and faithful brethren in Christ who
are in Colossae” (Col. 1:1-2).

Otherexamples of this general use of
“the Church” in particular localities suf-
fice: James 5:14;Rom. 16:23;and 1 Tim.
3:15.

A family, household,
small community

That the Church is indeed the people
of God, united in the Apostolic Faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, is evidenced from
the term’s usage of worshippers gath-
ered in the homes of fellow believers. In
these instances, the Church is indeed
“People of God” united in Faith—
whether they are a family or a household
or a small community. Consider the fol-
lowing:

“ . ..Aquila and Priscilla greet you
heartily in the Lord with the church that
is in their house” (1 Cor. 16:19). “Greet
Priscilla and Aquila . . . and likewise
greet the church that is in their house”
(Rom. 16:2-5). “Greet the brethren who
are in Laodicea and Nymphas and the
church that is in his house” (Col. 4:15).
“Paul...to the beloved Apphia, Archip-
pus our fellow soldier, and to the church
in yourhouse” (Phlm. 1-2).“...Ifaman
doesnotknow how torule his own house,
how will he take care of the church of
God?” (1 Tim. 3:5).

“The Church,” not a part

From all of the above Biblical pas-
sages, it should be evident that the term
“the Church” is always used to mean
“the people of God” but in different
situations. Thus, from the Scripture we
learn the nature of the Church in a way
that might be depicted by this equation:

The Church = the church in
someone’s house (where two or three are
gathered); = the church in a community
(at Ephesus, Corinth, Colossae); = the

church in a region (churches in Galatia,
in Asia); =the church in general (through-
out the world).

Thus, the Churchin someone’s house
is not part of the Church butthe Church.
And, the Church in a community is not
partofthe whole Church; itis the Church.

The “Catholic” Church

The Holy Fathers of the patristic age
verify this in theiruse of the term “catho-
lic” as a mark of the Christian Church.
These are two examples of the meaning
of that word in their commentaries:

“The whole (catholic) church means
possessing the fullness of all the positive
qualities necessary for the well-being
and salvation of all mankind” (St. Cyril
of Jerusalem, Catechetical Letters 18:2).
The “catholic” faith is “that which is
accepted by the Church, everywhere,
always and by everyone” (St. Vincent of
Lerins, Commonitorium 1, 2).

Once again, then, the local Church s
the church; each and all of the local
churches is the Church. As many theolo-
giansexplain this, all of the 1ocal churches
do not (as parts) “add up” to the whole
Church;each of them is the whole Church:
1+1+1+1=1.

The nature of the Church

The Church of Christ is One, be-
cause her nature is One: She unites all
Christians in One God and in One Christ.
This is affirmed by St. Paul in his famous
formula: “One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism” (Eph. 4:5).

The Church is always identical to
herself wherever she is; we can speak
about the Church being present in any
place where we find a Christian commu-
nity. For this same reason, the church
communities orlocal churches canrightly
be called “churches,” and the same can
be said about any genuine Christian
family.

In fact, the Greek New Testament
word for “household”—oikia—forms the
basis of this interesting paradigm:

Oikia = household of God; Par-
oikia = parish community; Di-oikia=
Diocese; oikia-mene = ecumene, the
whole household.
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Open to all mankind

The One Church is open to all per-
sons, to all mankind. All creation, the
whole universe, is to become the King-
dom of God. That is what God intended
and what Christ desires.

Scripture affirms this: The Holy Spirit
descended to transform the whole cos-
mos (Acts 2). The whole universe is
given to the Son of God by His Father
(John 17:21). Our Lord has redeemed,
reconciled and united all (John 10:1-6;
Eph. 1and2). The very death of Christon
the Cross attracts everyone to Him (John
12:32).

Apostolic Tradition

In the one Church, God, through
Jesus Christ His Son, transmitted all the
treasures of perfection and salvation to
the Apostles. Numerous Scriptural pas-
sages verify that: Acts 4:32-33; 1 Cor.
7:25; 1 Cor. 11:1-2; 2 Cor. 3:1-6; 2 Cor.
4:1-6; Gal. 1:8-12; Eph. 2:20 and Eph.
3:5-12.

The Holy Apostles kept that Tradi-
tionin the unity of their college and in the
apostolic community (Acts 2:41; Acts
5:32; and Gal. 1:18ff.). We are the heirs
of their legacy, handed down and pre-
served throughout all ages by the one
true Church,

The Church’s universality

In fact, from the Apostolic Church,
Christianity spread by Holy Tradition
(the canon of Scripture was not yet de-
fined), throughout the then-known world,
in order to accomplish its universality (1
Cor. 11:1-2; Eph. 3; Col. 1:23-29; Phil.
3; and 2 Tim. 3:10-17).

Inthe One Church, Jews and Greeks,
men and women, persons of all social
classes and positions, all become one in
Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:28). They do not,
however, cease to be Jews, Greeks, men,
women, etc. (1 Cor. 7:17-24 and 9:19-
21).

Diversity but no divisions

The One Church presupposes diver-
sity, but not contradiction or divisions,
which arealways condemned in the New
Testament. The cause of division in the

Church is falsehood in all its forms:
heresies, distortions of Christian doc-
trines, stupidity, the love of myths, etc.
(Cf. 2 John 9-11; Gal. 1:6-12; Rom.
16:17-18; Titus 3:10-11; and Heb. 13:9).
Other causes of division are the love of
this world, fleshliness and passions. The
desire for possession of material goods
often brings about struggle as well (Acts
6:1-6; Jude 17-21; 1 Cor. 1:12-15; Gal.
5:12-26; Col. 2:4-23; Phil. 3:17-23; and
2 Tim. 4:2-5).

St. Paul on Church unity

The holy Apostle St. Paul pays spe-
cial attention to the tendencies of Ju-
daizing to ruin the unity of the Church.
Thisattempt by Jewish converts to Chris-
tianity—to make Gentile converts be-
come circumcized and obey all the pre-
scriptions of the Mosaic Law as pre-
requisite for joining the Church, being
baptized and chrismated, etc.—is dealt
with in detail by him in Phil. 3:1-11, and
practically the entire Letter to the Gala-
tians. This early heresy nearly destroyed
the Church; fortunately, Paul’s position
prevailed at the Council of Jerusalem
and saved the unity of the Church,

As perceived in the New Testament,
the primary cause of such division in the
Church is always Satan (Luke 22:31; 2
Cor. 11:13-14). Indeed, if diversity en-
riches the Church, divisions destroy her.
Consider the strong words of St. Paul
when divisions threatened the Church at
Corinth: “For it has been declared to me
concerning you, my brethren, by those of
Chloe's household, that there are contra-
dictions among you. Now I say this, that
each of you says, ‘I am of Paul’ or ‘Iam
of Apollos’ or ‘I am of Cephas’ or ‘Iam
of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:11-13).

Condemnation and
excommunication

The Churchnotonly condemns divi-
sions but excommunicates from her one
selfall those who deny the very nature of
her existence: “One Lord, One Faith,
One Baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Consider the
following examples: Matt. 13:24-42 and

21:33-46; Luke 13:23-28; 1 Cor. 5:7-11;
and Titus 2:13-14. '

Paul graphically illustrates this point
in the case of the highly immoral resi-
dents of Corinth who considered them-
selves to be Christians but lived apart
from the Faith in practice:

“Butnow I have written to you notto
keep company with anyone named a
brother who is sexually immoral or cov-
etous, or an idolater or a reviler, or a
drunkard or an extortioner—not even to
eat with such a person” (1 Cor. 5:11). “It
is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among
the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s
wife! ... In the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when you are gathered together,
along with my spirit, with the power of
our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such aone
to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
that his spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:1-5).

Those who reject Christ cannot
remain as members of the Church (Matt.
10:32-41; Luke 11:23, 12:51-53, and
14:24-27; John 15:5-6; Phil. 3:7-11; and
Heb. 6:4-8). Those who are not obedient
to the Church are also excommunicated
from her (Matt. 18:15-18).

An example of this comes to us from
St. John the Theologian in his Third
Epistle: “I wrote to the Church, but
Diotrepes, who loves to have the preem-
inence among them, does not receive us.
Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind
his deed which he does, prating against
us with malicious words” (3 John 9-10).

The Whole Church
in council

When there is a crisis, a dissension,
the whole Church—apostles, bishops,
priests, deacons, and faithful—gather in
council to solve it. Acts 15 provides us
with a blueprint for such a gathering, as
itrecords the first Council of the Church
in all of history, held in Jerusalem, to
deal with the question of the Judaizers.
At that gathering, Paul and Bamabas
presented their viewpoint, there was a

Continued on the next page.
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discussion, and James rose to announce
their decision. St. Luke gives us keen
insight into the make-up and spirit of
unity that pervaded the gathering: “It
pleases the apostles and elders...” “The
apostles, the elders and the brethren...”
“Itseemed good to the Holy Spiritand to
us...”
The apostolic Council at Jerusalem
is the type of all councils in the Church.
Butitfindsits prototype in the Council of
the Holy Trinity—the Three Persons
working together—as the One God. Their
Unity is the prototype of the unity of the
Church—in Council and at every other
level.

The new relationship

The unity of the Church also pro-
ceeds from the other great tenet of our
Faith—the Incarnation. The aim of the
Incarnation was to establish a new rela-
tionship between God and man, a new
unity in Christ. We must not forget,
however, unity with God presupposes
unity among men.

This is why at the very origin of the
Church “all who believed were together
and had all things in common” (Acts
2:44). Asone family, related by the Blood
of Christ, the early Christians did indeed
gather together regularly for the celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper, and nothing—
not even the Roman persecution—could
prevent them from holding their assem-
blies as the People of God.

An analogy:
the Body of Christ

One of the finest explanations for the
unity of the Church was penned by St.
Paul. In his First Letter to the Corinthi-
ans, he describes the Church’s unity by
likening it to a body and its members—
the Body of Christ.

“For as the body is one and has many
members, butall themembers of thatone
body, being many, are one body, so also
is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—whether Jews
or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and
all have been made to drink into one
Spirit.

“For in fact the body is not one
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member butmany. If the foot should say,
‘Because I am not ahand, I am not of the
body,’ is it therefore not of the body?
And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am
not an eye, I am not of the body,’ is it
therefore not of the body? If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the
hearing? If the whole body were hearing,
where would be the smelling . . .

“...Butnow indeed there are many
members, yet one body. And the eye
cannot say to the hand, ‘I have noneed of
you'; nor again the head to the feet, ‘I
have noneed of you' ...” (1 Cor. 12:12-
17; 20-12).

Using this analogy, St. Ignatius of
Antioch, successor to the Apostles and
Bishop at the turn of the first century,
writes: “Every Christian community
manifests the Body of Christ in its full-
ness, because the Body cannot be di-
vided: Where Jesus Christ is, there is the
catholic Church” (Smyrnaeans, 8).

The sacrament of our unity

The Holy Eucharistis the Sacrament
of our unity as a Church—our unity with
God and our unity in Christ among our-
selves. In his writing, St. Ignatius sees
the local Church—the faithful coming
together as a Church—becoming the
Body of Christ in the Eucharist, becom-
ing one Body out of many. This is reiter-
ated in the Didache: “As this piece of
Bread was scattered over the hills and
then was brought together and made one
..." (Didache, 9).

Itis no wonder that Ignatius of Anti-
ochinstructs us then to gather together as
one Church on the Lord’s Day toreceive
the Holy Eucharist, which makesus “One
in Christ”: “Be zealous to assemble more
frequently to render thanks [eucharis-
tein: to celebrate the Eucharist] and to
praise God. For when you meet together
frequently, the powers of Satan are de-
stroyed, and danger from him is dis-
solvedin theharmony of our faith” (Ephe-
sians, 6, 13).

No Church without
the Bishop

One of the unifying factors in the
visible Body of Christ on earth is the

person of the Bishop, whom the Apostles
left as the head of the local Church. The
function of the Bishop is to fulfill in the
assembly the ministry of the head, to sit
where Christ sat among His disciples, to
teach what He taught, to be the shepherd
and high priest.

This is why St. Ignatius writes: “Let
all follow the Bishop, as Jesus Christ did
the Father, and the priests, as you would
the apostles...Let that Eucharist be valid
which is offered by the bishop or by one
to whom the bishop has committed the
charge. Wherever the Bishop appears,
let the people be” (Smyrnaeans, 8).

For the Fathers, there is no Church
without the Bishop—and, correlatively,
there is no Bishop outside the Church.
The Bishop stands at the very center of
the unity of the Church, personifying it,
summing up the local church in himself:
“I received your large congregation in
the person of Onesimus, your bishop in
the world . . .” (Ephesians. 1).

Standing like Christ, before God, in
the place of all the faithful—standing
again like Christ, before the faithful in
theplace of God: “Let the Bishop preside
in God's place” (Magnesians, 6).

The Eucharistic assembly under the
presidency of the Bishopis the Churchin
all her fullness, not just a part of the
Church. And the Church that dwells in
Corinth has the same unity, the same
fullness as the Church that dwells in
Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome. Each local
church is unique—there is not uniform-
ity—yet each is the same fullness of the
Church.

That is why it is inadmissible to
have two communities and two bishops
in a single place, because Christ is one
and only one person can stand in His
stead. Thus St. Ignatius writes: “Where
the Bishop is, let the people gather, for
there is the fullness of the Church.”

Preserving the unity

It is no wonder that the Bishops of
the First Ecumenical Council, held in
Nicea in 325, decreed: “There may not
be two bishops in one city” (Nicea I,
canon 8). Apostolic Canon 34 instructs:
“Together the Bishops must work in
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conciliarity.”

It is no wonder that the Bishops of
the Second Ecumenical Council, held in
381 in Constantinople, included in the
second half of the Nicene Creed: “And
we believe in One, Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church.”

Across the ages, twentieth century
theologian Vladimir Lossky warns us
about preserving the true theology of
Church: “No Christian ecclesiology is
possible on the basis of a secularized
anthropology, which reduces the Church
to the level of a human organization.”

Today’s Church in America

Yet in today’s Church in America
we have multiple “jurisdictions”—even
though no such word, no such concept
exists in the ancient Orthodox Christian
Tradition—either in the Scripture or in
the Fathers. “Didnot Paul condemn those
who said they belonged to Paul or to
Apollos or to Cephas?” (1 Cor. 1:1-13).

Why in today’s Church, in one city
can we find five parishes under five
separate bishops? “Where the Bishop is,
let the people gather. ..” “There may not
be two bishops in any city.”

In today’s Church in America, we
still have ethnic separateness—even
though a Synod held in Constantinople
condemned as heresy “phyletism”—
ethnic divisions in the Church.

Have we forgotten the Scripture?

“The collections for Jerusalem” (2
Cor. 8, 9) demonstrates the love and
unity between the Gentile and Jewish
elements of the Church. “For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek, for
the same Lord over all is rich to all who
call upon Him"” (Rom. 10:12).

The Unity of the Churchis notjustof
practical benefit to all Orthodox Chris-
tians in the United States, to elevate us
from being looked upon by others and
ourselves as ethnic enclaves, instead of
the fullness of the True Church on the
locallevel...Itisclearly identified as the
nature of the Church in the Scriptures,
and it is loudly commanded by the can-
ons of the Councils.

—Archpriest Michael G. Dahulich

Hierarchical Reflections
on Church Unity
by His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Theodosius

B B> °

Editor’s Note: The complete text of His
Beatitude’s address below is preceded
by the introduction given by Fr. Michael
G. Dahulich, who moderated the session,
the last in this year’s series of lectures.

We have indeed saved the best for the
last. As we conclude this lecture series on
the very important topic of the quest for
Orthodox Unity in this country, who bet-
ter to speak the final word for us than the
pre-eminent spokesman for Orthodox
Church unity in America?

Even before his consecration to the
Episcopacy in 1967, from the very day of
his ordination to the holy priesthood six
years earlier, he has had the vision of one
ecclesiastically united Churchin this land.

From the time that the Tomos of Auto-
cephaly was placed in his hands in 1970
by His Holiness, Patriarch PimenofMoscow
and All Russia, no one has worked more
tirelessly than he to make that vision
become a reality.

From the time of his election and
enthronementas the Primate of the Ortho-
dox Church in America in 1977, no one
has traversed farther—throughout this
country and to all the various centers of
the Orthodox Church overseas—for the
cause of canonical unity in this hemi-
sphere.

We are mindful of the bold address he
delivered at the Clergy-Laity Congress
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese on
July 7 of this year. There, he dared to
compare the American Church situation
tothatof the New Testament Church
at Corinth, which was spiritually imma-
ture and riddled by strife and division.

“Spiritual immaturity is not some-
thing unique to the Corinthian Church.
Historically, spiritual immaturity has divided
Christians and weakened the Church. What
plagued the Corinthians continues to this
day. More specifically, we must humbly
and sadly recognize that, even as we
celebrate our two hundred years in this
land, the Church sojourning in North
America is often filled with division and
manifested in weakness.

“The sanctity of thismoment compels
us to cease those worn out clichés which
attempt to disguise our malady. How
often have we heard and said that there is
One Orthodox Church in America since,
regardless of jurisdictional pluralism, we
have the same Eucharist, the same doc-
trine, and therefore, the same tradition.
Are these not, after all, the same superfi-
cial claims that the divided Corinthians
couldresort to? Qurimmediate challenge
is to go beyond these standard and stale
declarations of unity. The challenge now
and for the future is to strive zealously to
achieve Orthodox ecclesiastical unity in
this land. This means that we are bound
by the divine imperative to ensure that
word and theory are grounded in a ca-
nonical and, therefore, incarnated reality,
ever faithful to the Gospel of Christ.

“The question remains—where dowe
begin? I refer you again to the words of
SaintPaul: ‘Be humble in thinking!” This
means nothing less than having ‘the mind
of Christ.” ‘The mind of Christ'—this
simple but profound and powerful phrase
isusedin the early part of the first letter to
the Corinthians. Itis the basis of unity and

Continued on the next page.
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Continued from page 59.

it is acquired only when we allow our-
selves to be open to the working of the
Holy Spirit. To be ‘humble in thinking,’
to have the ‘mind of Christ,’ to be filled
with the Holy Spirit, is the very founda-
tion for everything we do as the Church.
Thus, no agenda, no plan, noteaching, no
desire, can be carried out without the
maturity this moment callsustohave...”

These words are significant, not only
because they represent the very first time
in history that the Primate of the O.C.A.
has addressed the Clergy-Laity Congress
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, not
even because they drew a standing ova-
tion from the two thousand hierarchs,
clergy, and faithful present—but because
they speak boldly the Truth of Christ.

We thank His Beatitude for coming to
address us with his words of wisdom.
And we thank God for the renewed good
health and strength of His Beatitude—
this gentle and loving shepherd, this dy-
namic and tireless servant laboring zeal-
ously for the people of God, this hierarch
whom history will nodoubt recall as “the
Apostle for Orthodox Unity in America.”

Address by

Metropolitan Theodosius

Itis my great pleasure to be here with
you this evening. As you know, this past
month our Church hasrecently concluded
the celebration of the Bicentennial of
Orthodox Christianity in North America.
This eventhas given us the opportunity to
reflect on our past and also to recommit
ourselves to the future of our Church in
North America.

It is by God’s Divine Providence that
the conclusion of our bicentennial cele-
bration coincides with an event sched-
uled to take place at the end of next
month. For the last few days of Novem-
berand the firstdays of December, all the
canonical Orthodox bishops of North
America have been invited to gather at
the Antiochian Village in Ligonier, Penn-
sylvania. The agenda for that meeting
includes discussion of two primary is-
sues: “Mission and Evangelism,” and the
so-called “Diaspora.” The first, “Mission
and Evangelism” is, of course, an issue
intimately related to the calling of our
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Church in North America and throughout
the world to preach the Gospel of Christ
toall who will hear it. The second, “Dias-
pora,” isa way of referring to what I hope
will be a fruitful discussion of the present
state of Orthodoxy in North America
with its many jurisdictions and divisions
based on historic ties to churches in other
countries and regions of the world.

I do not know what will happen at the
bishop’smeeting in Ligonier. Many have
high hopes for the meeting, and I also
pray that it will be successful. Unfortu-
nately, in the past, these formal events
have sometimes proved disappointing. In
any case, whether the upcoming meeting
proves to be fruitful or not, the fact that it
is occurring gives us an opportunity to
reflect on the role of the bishop and the
impact he has on the important issue of
Orthodox unity in North America.

On the one hand, we know that the
bishop is called upon to reflect the unity
of the flock gathered under his omo-
phorion, that is, under his pastoral care.
The people gathered in various parish
communities ina given region know that
they are in communion with one another
and are members of the one Body of
Christ because they all remember the
name of the same bishop within the church
services.

It is important that all of us have a

bishop, an archpastor to whom we relate,
because in that relationship we are as-
sured that we are part of the one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church, the Body
of Christ. Unless this is true, our outreach
is in vain, for without being ourselves
concretely connected to Christ’s Church,
how can we bring others to Christ?

On the other hand, we must never
forget that this local unity of faith in the
diocese, which is so essential, is real
because our bishop shares in what Saint
Cyprian of Carthage in the third century
called the “one episcopate.” For Saint
Cyprian, speaking about the unity of the
Church said, “This unity we ought tohold
and preserve, especially we who preside
in the Church as bishops, that we may
prove the episcopate itself to be one and
undivided.” [Saint Cyprian of Carthage,
On the Unity of the Catholic Church].
Saint Cyprian’s point is that unity of the
Church is manifested, made real, and is
clearly seen by all insofar as the bishops
manifest or “prove” this unity in their
relationships with one another.

So to summarize: on the one hand, the
bishop in his office is called upon to
reflect in his person the unity of the dio-
cese that he leads, so that the faithful of
that diocese might do the evangelical
work of the Church. Yet, at the same
time, the bishop in his fraternal relations
with other bishops, is to make real the
unity of the Church as a whole, thereby
demonstrating in a real way that his dio-
cese and the faithful flock entrusted to his
care is part of and is in communion with,
the Church as a whole. The local unity of
the diocese and its bishop cannot exist
independent of the greater unity of the
Church.

Having said this, let us reflect con-
cretely on our presentcircumstances here
in North America.

Humbly and sadly, we must recog-
nize that, even as we celebrate two hundred
years in this land, the Church sojourning
in North America is often filled with
divisionand manifestedin weakness. How
often we have heard and said that there is
one Orthodox Church in America, since,
regardless of jurisdictional pluralism, we
have the same eucharist, the same doc-
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trine, and therefore, the same tradition.
This is true, but now we must go beyond
these standard and stale declarations of
unity. The challenge now and for the
future is to zealously strive to achieve
Orthodox ecclesiastical unity in this land.
This is to a great measure a challenge for
the bishops to face. For, as we have dis-

local situation. For instance, there is no
Orthodox liturgical practice in “abstrac-
tion.” What we do liturgically by defini-
tion comes from a particular history. I
believe that in America the process of
“bringing together” various liturgical tra-
ditionsis occurring, butis occurring slowly
and organically, as italways has through-

His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius.

cussed above, it is part of their episcopal
calling tomanifest the unity of the Church
through their own unity.

The question remains—where do we
begin? We must be humble and we must
place Christ and His Church first. This is
the basis for all unity and it is acquired
only when we allow ourselves to be open
to the working of the Holy Spirit.

I have been asked in the past, in vari-
ous settings, about the implications for
Orthodox jurisdictional unity in this land
of thenumerous ethnic backgrounds with
their diverse traditions and cultural in-
heritances that are manifested by the dif-
ferent Orthodox jurisdictions on this con-
tinent. I answer this question on two
levels:

First of all, I say that I myself, an
American of a certain ethnicorigin, place
my Orthodoxy firstabove all other things.
We are only temporarily in this world. It
is our relationship to Christ that is of
lasting value.

Secondly, I always remind others that
onapractical level we cannot deny where
we come from. On the practical level,
everything depends on the reality of the

out Christian history. To hurry this proc-
ess, or (o pursue it in an artificial manner,
or to “legislate” change or lack of change
from above, risks creating chaos. Nodoubt
this is a difficult process and one about
which people have strong feelings. The
task of the Church, therefore, and of the
Church’sbishops, in particular, isalways
to refer to the whole life of the Church,
including her liturgical life, to the theo-
logical vision, and to that core of church
tradition which mustnot be compromised,
and to live out the life of the Church ina
spirit of generosity, sanity, and compas-
sionate pastoral concern.

In any case, we must all find ways to
be more open to each other and more
affirming of each other. We Orthodox
have a way of stressing our differences,
rather than confirming that we are essen-
tially one! Unity, after all, is not uniform-
ity. Unity is mutual trust and mutual con-
fidence. Unity is working together for the
Orthodox Church. Unity is affirming in
word and deed, in Church structure and
Church mission, the oneness we have in
faith, in sacraments, in vision and hope,
in vocation and responsibility.

What is my own vision for unity? I
believe thata united Orthodox Church in
America should be fully united on the
level of the episcopate. The bishops by
their unity will manifest the unity of our
local North American Orthodox Church.
There should be one Holy Synod for all
Orthodox in North America. It should be
fully united in missionary activity, both
here in North America and elsewhere. It
should be fully united in offering support
and help to Orthodox Christians in the
Middle East, in the Balkans, and in East-
ern Europe.

A united Orthodox Church in North
America should be open to a variety of
traditions, languages, and cultures in its
own midst. It should provide space, as
long as necessary, even for differentiated
administrative structures. In the begin-
ning, full integration of parishes into ter-
ritorial dioceses would not work.

Anyone who states that unity can or
willonly come when all differences among
Orthodox Christians in North America
disappear does not really believe in or
want unity.

Dearly beloved, as long as we allow
our perceived differences to suppress our
natural and organic unity as Orthodox
Christians we weaken ourselves, and in
so doing, we weaken the power of our
witness in this land. That is wrong and it
should not continue. It is my prayer and
hope that God will lead us out of the
wilderness in which we are presently
wandering into a place where working
together, the Orthodox in North America
will powerfully witness our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, truly knownandrightly
glorified in the Orthodox way.

I offer now, as I have offered before,
to my dear brothers, the Orthodox hier-
archs throughout this land and the world,
and to the faithful of the Orthodox Church
in North America, my desire and my
energy to the realization of one local and
canonical Orthodox Church which will
reveal that we are truly one body having
one mind and one heart praising and
glorifying the all-honorable and majestic
name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

May God Bless us All!
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Primate Fields Questions On Church Unity

Metropolitan responding to questions.

Note: This question-and-answer session followed the Metropolitan’s talk on the preceding pages.

Question: Regarding the upcoming
meeting of Bishops at Antiochian Vil-
lage, what is Your Beatitude's position
regarding aproposed plan forunity among
all the Bishops of the Standing Confer-
ence, taking into consideration all the
various backgrounds?

Metropolitan: We are not going to
that meeting with a Greek plan, or an
O.C.A. plan, etc. We are going there
together to pray to the Holy Spirit to guide

e

Fr. Neil Carrigan.

us and to open avenues for unity among
us. We have a general outline of two
topics for discussion—Mission and Evan-
gelism, and the Diaspora. There will be
presentations on these two, and then we
are hoping that we will have time to
discuss the Diasporaissue and how we fit
in. We hope that the discussions will be
open and honest. First of all, our vision
has to be in Jesus Christ. We can’t deny
that we are Greek or Russian or Anti-

ochian, etc., but first we are Orthodox
and we have a mission in this country. At
the close of our Bicentennial, it is provi-
dential that this meeting is taking place;
there have been attempts in the past, we
are hopeful that the bishops who meet
will legislate something for the future.

First of all, however, we are going to
come together to meet one another as
brother bishops, to sit around the table
and to really pray for the Holy Spirit.
Someone said they are praying for us
bishops; if you recall, several years ago
we hadasheet of prayers for the laity who
could not attend our Council, and we
asked that you pray for us and the success
of the gathering. We do not know what is
going to come out of this; there are vari-
ous ideas and thoughts out there, and our
purpose is to come together and ask the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in the face of
this great challenge. By our lack of unity,
we are giving a very diluted witness in
this land. We have to lay aside all our
individual differences and realize the
tremendous responsibility that lies on us
as bishops—we are the sign and symbol
of the Unity of Orthodoxy.

Question: We people are looking for
some kind of institutional manifestation
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ofthisideaofunity. One thoughtmightbe
establishing a “Synod” in America.
Wouldn't this be a very important step?

Metropolitan: One of the very im-
portant things thathas happened was when
His All-Holiness, Patriarch DIMITRIOS
came to the United States, and we asked
him to visit our cathedral in Washington,
D.C. He came and spoke to us and said
thatitisascandal that we have amultitude
of Orthodox bishops in one city. There
should only be one Orthodox bishop in a
city. We know all the laws, but somehow
we keep hanging on to old traditions that
serve asmall group. This somehow has to
be worked out so that there is only one
Orthodox bishop in each major city, not
five or six. There should indeed be a
“Synod” of Bishops to serve just North
America, and we would meet periodically
and discuss youth work, mission work,
1.0.C.C,, charity—instead of each bishop
in his own little cubbyhole, doing his own
thing, we would meet, decide and do these
things together.

We would have to work this out
slowly. It would not be that one day we
would say, “Okay, I am the Bishop of
Pittsburgh and everyone in Pittsburgh
reports tome.” We want to get to the point
where there would be one bishop to serve
Pittsburgh, but should the need arise fora
Bulgarian bishop, he could come in and
help out. There would be this relationship
where Bishop X could ask Bishop Y to
come, and they would do so out of their
unified love of Jesus. Little by little, we
would be able to break down the walls that
separate all our people. Unity in the Epis-
copate would be a start, and it would work
down from there. We can’t wait for all the
barriers to fall and then begin to seek
unity, butif we can at least get the bishops
tohave one Synod in America, that would
help. It will not happen at once, but in
steps—over a gradual period. This is my
hope, because the bishops do represent
that unity. This would be a very visible
display of our unity to the rest of the world
ifwehada Synod in North America. With
God'’s help, we can come o this.

Eachdifferent jurisdiction has itsown
traditions—music, language, customs,
etc., and we can’t expect the people to
give these up. Through the centuries, these

will all work out. We have to remember
thatittook amillennium in Russia. It was
agradual change, even there. It was all in
Greek, and changed to Slavonic, and the
Church grew. This will happen here too.
We must begin now. We can’tkeep post-
poning and procrastinating. We get too
used to living in our own little shell and
don’t want to give it up.

Question: From your perspeclive,
how do you think the non-O.C.A.
churches—i.e., the Greeks, the Carpa-
tho-Russians, etc.—feel about coming

Rose Kennedy

together? Do they view the O.C.A. s auto-
cephaly as a stepping stone or an ob-
stacle?

Metropolitan: You could look at
autocephaly as sort of a “jump on them,”
so that we are claiming first place. When
we received autocephaly, we did not re-
ally expect it. We said that we can’t give
up hope, that we must dialogue with the
Mother Church and pray that it would
come to be, and that if it did, we must
view itas a true gift and then convey this
giftto the other churches and as a respon-
sibility.

Our O.C.A. bishops can meet here
(as they have done this week) and dia-
logue and make our decisions, but when
the other jurisdictions meet, they will
have to then seek the approval of their
Mother Churches. Will they understand
our problems here? Will they understand
what it means to be Orthodox in 1994 in
North America—in Chicago or New York
or Pittsburgh? Will they understand this?
Overseas they often do not have a real

graspof this. They often view Americaas
very Protestant, so we can’t exist here.
Autocephaly means that we can meet
anywhere in this country and come up
with our own proposals. Other jurisdic-
tions cannot make these decisions with-
out the approval of their Mother Church
in Europe. So we must show by our
example that we are not out for the glory
and not view it as a clash to see who will
be No. 1, or whois the strongest, etc. If we
come together, we will open ourselves to
the Holy Spirit. We would have a very
large Sobor of the Church and then elect
a Patriarch. We would all have the same
rights,and God will provide for us. When
Archbishop Tikhon was elected Patri-
arch, itwas suggested whenitcame down
to three names, that they put the names in
a chalice and let someone draw out the
name, and the Holy Spirit would guide
their choice. We will gladly accept His
decision. Too many people say there is a
war going on between Constantinople
and Moscow to divide up the world and
see who has supremacy. This is how the
world thinks and how politicians think.
We must somehow rise above this with
love and mutual trust and that common
witness. We must remember that they do
nothave the opportunity in Europe tolive
in the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural envi-
ronment that we live in here, so they do

not have the same perspective as we.
Question: In light of the fact that
SCOBA has existed for thirty-five years
now, and the O.C.A. has its own Synod,
I feel the patterns have been established
for dialogue. In view of this, I think the
laity have arightto feel frustrated and are
impatient and do look to the bishops to
get the ball rolling. Perhaps I look at it as
a simplistic thing, but I don’t understand
why we can’t have this Synod of Bishops
in the United States now, and if it is a
question of the Mother Churches giving
their approval, why not start petitioning
now to have this done? I know Your
Beatitude is saying that we need to be
patient, and yet there are other factors at
work that dictate that we not be patient.
There are many people who are looking
for Orthodoxy in America; we have the
ball in our hands right now and we need
Continued on the next page.
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Continued from page 63.
to move with it.

Metropolitan: One of the things you
touched upon may be a misunderstand-
ing—as towhat SCOB A has the power to
do. We are strictly a consulting body.

They are not a Synod. They make deci-

.
Fr. Daniel Ressetar

sions on the Sunday of Orthodoxy,
1.0.C.C., and now Mission and Evangel-
ism, and they are opening themselves up
to be more of a pan-Orthodox group and
overseer. WehaveaSynodinthe O.C.A.,
and we vote; we elect our own metropoli-
tan and bishops. We do not have to ask a
Mother Church to approve our votes.

To some people, this is indeed frus-
trating, but SCOBA is not a Synod. The
bishops are only representing their juris-
dictions. Now, since the fall of commu-
nism, we have another step forward:
Churches overseas are more free, and
they are opening new churches there.
Perhaps we can help them, and they will
see more of our situation in the United
States. They cannow actas a true Church;
the bishops can exercise their episcopacy
freely.

Question: Your Beatitude made the
comment that we are seeking unity but
not necessarily uniformity. I think that
perhaps that could be used as pretext for
our own agendas—Ileading not to uni-
formity, but to dissensions. I am thinking
of a jurisdiction which would allow a
Roman Catholic priest to enter Ortho-
doxy and be married and re-ordained or
vested. This would be a canonical irregu-
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larity and this could cause more chaos,
instead of peace and harmony.
Metropolitan: I must clarify what I
meant by unity, not uniformity. Canoni-
cal laws cannot be changed. Itis the local
customs I speak of, whether a priest wears

o
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low back or high back vestments, whether
they sing the Liturgy chorally or have a
cantor. Sometimes these are things that
people are unwilling to change. As bish-
ops, we have to be united on dogma and
canon law. How we carry the Plaschanitza
on Good Friday is often dictated by local
custom. Iremember when I was in Alaska;
on Good Friday the people there bow
down and enter the church under the
Plaschanitza after carrying it in proces-
sion—that is a Greek custom, not a Rus-
sian one! But we must maintain dogma
and canon law or we would have chaos.

Question: What would be Your
Beatitude’s feeling about appointing a
committee of theologians to study the
question of unity in America, and per-
haps come up with a game plan to help
this process along?

Metropolitan: To appoint a com-
mittee of theologians would move this
whole thing back a few years. To bring
together a committee of bishops, along
with some of their theologians to advise
them, would work. We can’t afford to let
this drag on and on. As you said, the ball
is in our court and we must now keep
moving forward.

Question: There are still some Ortho-

dox Churches here in the United States
who do not seem to be interested in unit-
ing into one Church in America. What
can we do to encourage them to unite?

Metropolitan: We are hoping that
the Churches in SCOBA could come to
some consensus and that then those not
involved will want to become involved.
SCOBA is hoping to be a springboard to
the Ukrainians and those others who are
not yet involved in the process.

We will not exclude them but will
invite them to participate. It would then
beentirely up to them. We must be loving
and forgiving and think positively.

Question: What are the pros and
cons of being under the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate?

Metropolitan: For us (the O.C.A.),
we were given our self-government, so
there are no pros or cons. We are who we
are. We have a two hundred year history.
We were founded by the Russian Church
and were then given our autocephaly in
the hope of eventual unity in America. I
cannot say what form this is all going to
take. But I do hope for a Patriarchate in
this hemisphere, so that we will not be in-
fluenced by what is going on in Turkey,
Russia, etc., which will try to influence or
pressure us here. For me, it is not a pro or
con issue. We assured the Ecumenical
Patriarchate that we will try to work to-
gether. We will not be obstructionists.
Weare asking that we be taken seriously.
We have a church organization here in
America—monasteries, seminaries,
churches. Letus be what we are: ORTHO-
DOX in this land! We have missions,
evangelism, camps, etc. We don’tneed a
“tag.” Just be an Orthodox Christian in
this country, doing God’s will and God’s
work, and you won’tneed any other tag.

We pledged, as I did at the Greek
Clergy-Laity Conference, that we will
work together, and we look to Patriarch
Bartholomew asa senior, as a firstamong
equals, and he does have some preroga-
tives and we ask him to use those to help
us. There are some differences in the
interpretations of the canons as to who
has jurisdiction over North America, but
let’s get past them and do what needs to
be done.



F.R.O.C. Affiliates With O.C.A.

History was made at the 68th National
Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs Con-
vention held in Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia. The resolution to petition the Holy
Synod of the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica to accept the FR.O.C. as an official
organization of the O.C.A. was over-
whelmingly passed. Seventy-nine per-
centof the delegates voted toapprove this
motion after over a twenty-year debate
on this subject. The presence of His Emi-
nence Archbishop Herman and His Grace
Bishop Paul of the Moscow Patriarchate
during the session in which this resolu-
tion passed, provided the religious lead-
ership to work for unity on this subject.

It is indeed a time when cooperation
between the O.C.A. and the FR.O.C. is
seen as a way to better utilize resources,
especially when developing programs for
our youth—who are, after all, the future
for both entities. Also, through our
F.R.O.C.Chapters, whosemottois “Pray,
Study, Toil, Be Temperate,” fellowship
among young and old alike will be better
served as we strive to increase our spirit
of Christian love on our own local parish
level.

Several F.R.0.C. members from our
Diocese where honored at the conven-
tion. All Saints Junior “R” Club, Chapter
105, Olyphant, Pa. received the award for
the greatest increase in members. Of the
sixteen scholarships awarded, Holly Pieck
and Keith Pieck from Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Chapter #23 won $750 William Fekula
Scholarships, and Seminarian John An-
derson from Chapter #121 in South Ca-
naan, Pa. won the $750 Mischa Michael-
son Seminary Award.

Father Daniel Ressetar, Convention
Chairman, and sponsors, the Harrisburg
“0” Club and Christ the Saviour Ortho-
dox Curate are to be commended for
running a very hospitable and well-man-
aged convention. The highlight of this
convention was the Sunday Banquet, at-
tended by almost five hundred people.
The speeches delivered at the convention

are well documented in the October issue
of the F.R.O.C. magazine, the Russian
Orthodox Journal. Of particular interest
to our Diocese are the special awards
presented on behalf of Robert P. Casey,
Governorof Pennsylvania, by Father John
Perich, Pastor of St. Herman's Orthodox
Churchin Wallingford, Pa. and President
of the Pennsylvania Heritage Council.
He presented awards to F.R.O.C. Na-
tional Convention Chairman Father
Daniel Ressetar for the organization’s
work in sustaining the ethnic heritage of
its members, and to Florence M. Boyko,
United Fund Chairperson, for raising over
$100,000in two years for the F.R.0.C. (a
new record of giving for our members!)

The United Fund raised this year has
gone tosupport the William Fekula Schol-

e —

arships, St. Herman's Seminary, St
Tikhon's Seminary, St. Vladimir’s Semi-
nary, Missions, Alaska Orthodox Proj-
ect, FR.O.C. Mission Hotline Project,
Christ the Saviour Seminary, Ohio Dis-
trict Camp Grounds, International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities (IOCC), the Mil-
lennium Bell Tower at the War Memorial
Shrine, Religious Materials for Russia
and the Society of Sts. Cosmas and
Damian.

Congratulations to outgoing President
John Kruchok for a job well done, and
Best Wishes to new President Dr. Mi-
chael Wusylko. Everyone attending this
historic convention left with a positive
attitude as we enter anew era of coopera-
tion filled with the spirit of Christian
love.

€ elebraming the
BICENTENNIAL

ORTHODOX
CHRISTIANITY

NowTH

Anthracite District F.R.O.C.



Medical Aid from Philadelphia

After long months of planning, frus-
tration, concern, anticipation, and excite-
ment, our second container of humanitar-
ian aid was loaded and shipped to
Kharkov, Ukraine, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28, 1994, being taken first by
truck to Montreal, Canada, and then trav-
eling by sea, October 1, 1994, for eleven
days. It will be trucked across Belgium,
Germany, Poland, and Belarus for load-
ing onto the Russian/CIS railway to ar-
rive in Kharkov.

As with our first shipment, this was a
joint project of Philadelphia Orthodox
Churches—Saint Stephen the Protomar-
tyr Cathedral (O.C.A.), Archangel Mi-
chael Cathedral (Patriarchate of Moscow),
Saint Nicholas of Myra Church (O.C.A.),
and Assumption of the Virgin Church
(0.C.A.). Our first shipment was mostly
food and school materials, and this ship-
ment was mostly clothing, with some
medical supplies. These shipments are
made possible thanks to the generosity of
our parishioners and the ingenuity of our
organizers: the shipments are boxed,
loaded, and transported at no charge—
our entire organization is staffed by vol-
unteers.

The primary recipient is the Koma-
rovski Children’s Home in the town of
Youzhni, in Kharkovskaya Oblast’. The
requester and facilitator is NIKODIM,
Metropolitan of Kharkov and
Bogodykovski, of the Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Church.

As aresult of these two shipments of
humanitarian aid, our pan-Orthodox
group has decided to incorporate aMedi-
cal Assistance Partnership Foundation
(suggested name only). The Foundation's
aim is to facilitate, improve, and enhance
the quality of the delivery of health care
in small cities in Russia and the other
emerging democracies of the Common-
wealth of Independent States (the former
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), and
toendeavor torelieve the pain and suffer-
ing of the sick and disadvantaged, and to
raise the standard of their medical care.

Our action plan: realizing that all
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hospitals and clinics in the C.L.S. are in
desperate need of equipment, supplies,
and technical help, we plan to identify
and form a partnership with those medi-
cal organizations and hospitals that pro-
vide us with what we deem an acceptable
written program for the deployment and
use of the donated materials and services.
Those organizations that make a long-
term commitment to maintain the medi-
cal equipment in operable condition so
that it can benefit the maximum number
of people in the communities they serve,
will go to the top of the list.

We will recruit and encourage hospi-
tals and physicians in the U.S. to partici-
pate in the program and we’ll help de-
velop a partnership between institutions
inthe U.S.and those in the C.L.S., through
donations of surplus equipment and sup-
plies of all levels of technology—from
the simplest supplies to the most techno-
logically advanced—and through the
exchange of physicians and other health
care professionals. We will develop a
network for the collection, repair, trans-
portation, and distribution of medical
supplies and equipment, and work to-
ward fostering an exchange of informa-
tion and ideas that will mutually benefit

Sending goods to Russia and Ukraine.

all participants.

We will ensure thatall donated equip-
ment is in good working order, that the
suppliers meet levels of medical quality
that are standard for the U.S., and that
shipments reach the partnership organi-
zations. We will see to it that partnership
organizations are trained in the proper
operation and maintenance of the equip-
ment. This will be accomplished by ei-
ther on-gite training by volunteers, or by
training the staff of participating organi-
zations at medical facilities in the United
States.

First donations have already been
received—a dentist’s examination chair,
an autoclave, and dental surgical tools.
Already more than fifteen physicians and
health care professionals have expressed
aneagerinterest in our program. Asmore
information on the organization of this
foundation is available, we will make it
available to you here.

Write to:

MAPF

P.O. Box 20083
Philadelphia, PA 19145
Phone (610) 237-6985
FAX: (610)461-1031



JANUARY

Col. 2:8-12 (Circumcision)
Heb. 3:5-11,17-19
Heb. 4:1-13

Heb. 5:11-6:8

1 Cor. 9:18-27
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Acts 19:1-8

Eph. 4:7-13

Heb. 8:7-13

10.  Heb. 9:8-10,15-23
11.  Heb. 10:1-18

12, Heb. 10:35-11:7

13.  Heb. 11:8,11-16

14, Eph. 518

15. Col 3:12-16

16.  Heb. 11:17-23,27-31
17.  Heb. 12:25-26; 13:22-25
18.  James 1:1-18

19.  James 1:19-27

20. James2:1-13

21. Col. 1:36

22, 1Tim. 111517

23, James 2:14-26

24, James 3:1-10

25. James 3:11-46

26. James 4759

27.  1Pet 1:1-2,10-12; 2.6-10
28.  1Thess. 5:14.23
29, 1Tim. 4:9-15

30. 1Pet 22139

31, 1Pet 33:10-22

OONDOM LN

FEBRUARY

1 Pet. 4:1-11
Heb. 7:7-17

2 Pet. 1:1-10

2 Tim. 2:11-19
1 Tim. 4:9-15

1 Pet. 221-3:9
1 Pet. 3:10-22
1 Pet. 4:1-11

1 Pet. 4:12.5:5
10. 2Pet. 1:1-10
1. 2Tim. 211419
12, 2Tim. 3:10-15
13.  2Pet 1:20-29
14, 2Pet 2.9-22
15. 2 Pet 3:1-18
16.  1John 1:8-2:6
17.  1John 2717
18. 2Tim. 3119

19. 1 Cor. 6:12-20
20. 1John 2:18-3:10
21, 1John 3:11-20
22, 1John3:21-4:6
23, 1John 4:20-5:21
24, 2 Jobn 1:1-13
25, 1Cer. 10:23-28
26.  1Cor. 8892
27. 3John 1:1-15
28,  Jude 1:1-10

©®DNDO AN

Daily Devotions

Luke 2:20-31,40-52 (Circumcision)
Mark 12:13-17
Mark 12:18-27
Mark 12:28-37
Luke 3:1-18
Matt. 3:13-17
John 1:29-34
Matt. 4:12.17
Luke 20:27-44
Luke 21:12-19
Luke 21:5-7,10-11,20-24
Luke 21:28-33
Luke 21:37-228
Luke 13:18-29
Matt. 22:1-14
Mark 8:11-21
Mark 8:22-26
Mark 8:30-34
Mark 9:10-16
Mark 9:33-41
Luke 14:1-11
Luke 18:18-27
Mark 9:42-10:1
Mark 10:2-12
Mark 10:11-16
Mark 10:17-27
Mark 10:23-32
Luke 16:10-15
Malt, 15:21-28
Mark 10:46-52
Mark 11:11-23

Mark 11:23-26

Luke 2:22-40

Mark 12:1-12

Luke 17:3-10

Luke 19:1-10

Mark 12:13-17

Mark 12:18-27

Mark 12:28-37

Mark 12:38-44

Mark 13:1-8

Luke 18:2-8

Luke 18:10-14

Mark 13:3-13

Mark 13:14.23

Mark 13:24-31

Mark 13:31-14:2
Mark 14:3-9

Luke 20:48-21:4

Luke 15:11-32

Mark 11:1-11

Mark 14:10-42

Mark 14:43-15:1

Mark 15:1-15

Mark 15:22-25,33-41
Luke 21:8-9,25-27,33-36
Matt. 25:31-46

Luke 19:29-40,22.7-39
Luke 22:39-42,45-23:1

MARCH

Joel 2:12-26

Jude 1:11.25
Zechariah 8:7-17
Rom. 14:19-26
Rom. 13:11-14:4
Genesis 1:1-13
Genesis 1:14-23
Genesis 1:24-23
9.  Genesis 2:4-19
10.  Genesis 2:20-3:20
11.  Heb. 1:1-12

12. Heb. 11:24-6,32-12:2
13. Genesis 3:21-4:7
14.  Genesis 4:8-15
15. Genesis 4:16-26
16. Genesis 5:1-24
17.  Genesis 5:32-6:8
18. Heb. 3:12-16

19.  Heb. 1:10-2:3

20. Genesis 6:9-22
21.  Genesis 7115

22. Genesis 7:6-9

23. Genesis 7:11-8:3
24,  Genesis 8:4-22
25. Heb. 2:11-18 (Annunciation)
26. Heb. 4:14.56

27. Genesis 8:21-9:7
28. Genesis 9:8-17
29. Genesis 9:18-10:1
30. Genesis 10:36-11:9
31.  Genesis 12:1-7

W NDO R WD

APRIL

Heb. 6:9-12

Heb. 6:13-20
Genesis 13:12-18
Genesis 15:1-15
Genesis 17:1-9
Genesis 18:20-33
Genesis 22:1-18
Heb. 9:24-28

Heb. 9:11-14
Genesis 27:1-42
Genesis 31:3-16
Genesis 43:26-32; 45:1-16
Genesis 46:1-7
Genesis 49:33-50:26
Heb. 12:28-13:8
Phil. 4:4-9

Exodus 1:1-20
Exodus 2:5-10
Exodus 2:11-22
Exodus 19:10-19
Exodus 33:11-23
Rom. 6:3-11

Acts 1:1-8

Acts 1:12-17,21-26
Acts 2:14-21

Acts 2:22-36

Acts 2:38-43

Acts 3:1-8

Acts 3:11-16

Acts 5:12-20
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DAILY DEVOTIONS

Joel 3:12-21

Luke 23:2-34,44-56
Zechariah 8:19-23
Matt. 6:1-13

Matt. 6:14-21
Proverbs 1:1-20
Proverbs 1:20-33
Proverbs 2:1-22
Proverbs 3:1-18
Proverbs 3:19-34
Mark 2:23-3:5

John 1:43-51
Proverbs 3:34-4:22
Proverbs 5:1-15
Proverbs 5:15-6:4
Proverbs 6:3-20
Proverbs 6:20-7:11
Mark 1:35-44

Mark 2:1-12
Proverbs 8:1-21
Proverbs 8:32-8:11
Proverbs 9:12-18
Proverbs 10:1-22
Proverbs 10:31-11:12
Luke 1:24-38 (Annunciation)
Mark 8:34-9:1
Proverbs 11:19-12:6
Proverbs 12:8-22
Proverbs 12:23-13:9
Proverbs 13:19-14:6
Proverbs 14:15-26

Mark 7:31-37

Mark 9:17-31
Proverbs 14:27-15:4
Proverbs 15:7-19
Proverbs 15:20-16:9
Proverbs 16:17-17:17
Proverbs 17:17-18:5
Mark 8:27-31

Mark 10:32-45
Proverbs 19:16-25
Proverbs 21:3-21
Proverbs 21:23-22:4
Proverbs 23:15:24-5
Proverbs 31:8-31
John 11:1-45

John 12:1-18

Job 1:1-12

Job 1:13-22

Job 2:1-10

Job 38:1-23; 42:1-5
Job 42:12-16

Matt. 28:1-20

John 1:1-17

John 1:18-28

Luke 24:12-35

John 1:35-41

John 3:1-15

John 2:12-22

John 3:22-33

John 20:19-31
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HOLY RESURRECTION
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Alden Station
Rev. David & Matushka Sharon Shewczyk
Timothy & Nicholas Shewczyk
Anna Rusinko
Mr. & Mrs. James Schraeder, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Schraeder, Jr.
Amanda and Kristin Schraeder
Paul and Marion Stenko
Michael and Mary Beth Stenko
Joseph J. Hitzner
Mr. & Mrs. John Stichak
Julia Czeck
Tillie Haverlak
Anne Golembeski
Michael & Faith Kardash
Elizabeth Jula
Louise Sedorchuk
Raymond Sedorchuk
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Lubecki

HOLY ANNUNCIATION ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Berwick
Very Rev. & Mrs. Andrew Shuga
Larissa Shuga
David Shuga
Anita Shuga
William Script
Gloria Kundrat
Paul & Jean Husak
John, Beverly Parker & Family
Tom, Diane, Alyssa Macri
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kuchka
John Koast
Helen Veshka
Helen & Frank Petak
Michael C. Petak
Alice Sacco
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Andrews
Marie & Paul Laytar
Susan K. Holoviak
Mary Mahonchak
Mary & Alex Berbick
Helen Karas
Helen Slavich
Helen Beckevich
Andy & Lisa Mihaly & Family
Anne Dalberto
Mary K. Burns
George & Olga Bedis
Mrs. Helen Umphred
Joe & Julia Ciganek
Dr. & Mrs. A]. Takacs
Lee & Kathy Kuchka
Mr. & Mrs. George Laytar
Olga Murphy
Josephine Bevilacqua
John Beblish
Anna Shanno
Stephen Mihaly
Mr. & Mrs. William Kalanick, Jr. & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Kuchka & Sons
Joseph Skopic
Joan R Kost
Anna R DeMelfi
Ann Sauko
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Mihaly, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. George Uram
Mrs. Anna Jurbala
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jurbala
Mrs. Mary Parker

Joe & Ann K. DeMelfi
Mary Dendler
Michael Minjack
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Peckham & Sons
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Uram, Jr. & Sons
Lisa Husak
Mrs. Olga Danko
Glenn, Tamara, Jordan Beckley
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Drum & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Price & Family
Mrs. Stella Jurbala
Mr. & Mrs. William Kalanick, Sr.
Mrs. Helen Skrip
Mr. & Mrs. David Skrip
Mrs. Anna Basala
Michael Goresh
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Timko & Son
Mr. & Mrs. Louis D'Orazio
Mrs. Helen H. Uram
Mrs. Barbara Vandermark & Family
Mrs. Effie Mavrelos
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lockard & Family
Miss Mary Kost
Mrs. Kathaleen Virginiak

ST. NICHOLAS RUSSIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Bethlehem
St. Nicholas Altar Society
Dorothy Stafiniak, Pres.
Lehigh Valley “O” Club
Chapter #166
Edward Stellato, Pres.
St. Nicholas Church Choir
Nicholas Lezinsky, Director
V. Rev. Eugene & Matushka Fran Vansush
Damian, Basil & Jason Vansuch
Matushka Margaret Ressetar
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Angstadt & Sons
Atlee Family
Rose Ann Bachik
Charles Beechan
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Belzner
Mr. & Mrs. David Bench & Family
Peter Billie
Miss Anna Billie
Martha Billie
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Bobal & Family
Vera Bortniak
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Brandstetter
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Bratby & Eric
Helen Butch
Theresa Butler & Family
Basil & Helen Choman
Mr. & Mrs. Peter ]. Chromiak
Carol Chromiak
Dennis & Lynn Chrust & Alyssa
Rodney Cook & Family
Lisa Curry
Andrew, Karen, & Ben Cuttic
Mrs. Beatrice Deak
Michael & Mary Dorosh
Michael ]. Dorosh
Marina M. Dorosh
Damian A. Drasher
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fartuch
Peter Fartuch
Anna Faryniak
Ted & Betty Fedora
Patty Felix
Mrs. Rosalia Felix
Robert Freedman
Olga & John Frimenko
John Trofim Frimenko

CHRIST IS BORN!

Danielle & Jacob Frimenko
Rebecca Frimenko
Nika Frimenko
Hilary Frimenko
Katherine Frimenko
A Friend
Mr.& Mrs, Paul Gaynor
Helen Gingrich & Family
Mr. William Grason
Leza Hahalis
Alex, Anastasia, George Hahalis
Mary Ann Hanas
Helen Haney
Charles Hasenecz
Elizabeth Hasenecz
Rose Marie Heckman
Doctors Julius & Anna Herz
Leo & Mary Howell & Family
Suzanna Hretz
Daniel Nicholas Hretz
Xenia Sophia Hretz
Mary Hudak
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Isbansky
Peter Jubinski
Sarah Jubinski
P. Daniel Jubinski
George & Rose Mary Jubinsky
Mrs. Alexander Karel
Thomas & Olga Karel
Anastasia Karel
Nadine Karel
John Karel
Mrs. Mary Kasander
Eric Kasander
Jeffrey J. Kasander, DM.D.
Jim, Nadia Kelly & Family
Bill & Sandi Keysock & Family
Vera Kiak
Albert & Esther Kiechel
Gary Kiechel
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kohudic
Selar & Jo Ann Konsevitch
Donald and Mary Koretski
John Koretski
Mary Koretski
Stephanie Koretski
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Kovolenko & Family
Bob & Gail Kriebel & Family
Paula Lahutsky
Russell Lahutsky
Vladimir B. Laury
Nicholas & Judy Lezinsky
Kyra, Matthew, & Peter Lezinsky
Olga Logechnik
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey C. Lovell
Mary Madensky
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Marsh & Family
Eugenia Jane Meilinger
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metz & Family
Mrs. Helen Mohr
Frank & Irene Momrock
Jack & Barbara Monarek & Family
Mrs. Theresa Nalepa
Nick's Brother
Bill, Susan & Elizabeth Neilson
Robert & Ellen Novatnack & Daughters
David & Susan O'Shura & Sons
Mrs. Helen Perlow
Mary Petrovich
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Pinkowicz & Family
Nicholas G. Pippis
Reader & Mrs. William Podlusky & Family
Mrs. Anna Prohidney
Nick & Aspasia Prodes




Pauline Radchuck
Dr. Gregory & Rosalie Radio
Scott & Keri Radio
Laura Riley
Valerie Ristvey
Mr. & Mrs. George Ristvey
Gordon & Valerie Roberts
Matthew, Alexander, & Nicholas Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Roman
Alex & Gregory Roman
Nancy A. Sabol
John Saharuk
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sawaryski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sawarynski
Alexandra Schichalew
Mr. & Mrs, James Seifert & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Senick, Jr.
John & Helen Skibo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slivka, Eric & Peter
John Smakula
Florence Smakula
Laura Smakula
Margaret Smakula
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stafiniak & Family
Miss Michele Stafiniak
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Stellato & Family
Boris & Vera Stoiancheff
Julia Strohl
Russell & Ola Tatusko
Wash & Helen Telepchak
William & Evelyn Urban
Martha Wagner
Catherine Witko
Barbara Wolfel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Yergey & Stacy
Mary Zakocs
Rosemary Ziegenfuss

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Catasauqua
Fr. Gregory & Matushka Cindy Horton

Tatina, Maximus, Sebastian, Benjamen Horton

Joseph & Mary Horoschak
Dr. S.]. & Fay Salivonchik
Edward & Pauline Bachert
Fred & Sophie Long
Eva Fox
John & Sandy Miller
Michael & Tanya Gaston, Michael, Lucas
Max & Mary Yurconic
Mary Muha
Mary Zemchak
Olga Salivonchik
Robert & Cheryl Steck
Charles & Helen Gaston
Reader Christopher & Mary Ann Rowe
Katie, Samuel Rowe
Robert & Becky Romanchak
David & Janice Cudlic, Laural, David
Vincent & Nickol Fugazzotto
Mary Yuhas
Richard & Jean Garrison
Ronald & Brenda Acker
Andy & Pat Brusko
Mary Zbur
Susan Creitzer
Helen Cudlic
Michael & Vincentine Brusko
Richard & Mary Baker
Kathy Baker
Jeffrey & Susan Cressman
Verna Teman
Louis & Betty Hilt
Kiprian Sherri Fedetz, Andrew, Alex

GLORIFY HIM!

James Basara
Dorothy Smickley
Susan Tzope
Andrew Brusko, Sr.
Anna Lalo
Helen Suda
Mildred Bowski
John Karpeuk
George & Harriet Mazur
Peter & Ruth Potochney
A Friend
Sophie Stempak
Andrew, Zachary Brusko, Altar Boys
Scott & Dana Morgan

ST. MARY’S ORTHODOX CHURCH
Coaldale
Fr. Paul & Matushka Borick
Anastasia Bench
Mr. & Mirs. John Bench & Family
Helen Berezniak
Harry Bialis
Ted Bogash
Donald & Helen Butts
Mary Bybel
William Bybel
Stephanie Chmel
Mr. & Mrs. David Christman & Daughters
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Chwastiak
Richard Chwastiak
Nicole Chwastiak
Edward & Mary Conarty
Nicholas & Millie Danchak
Larry & Irene Davis
Irene Drozdak
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Drozdak
William & Helen Evetushick
Ray & Nadine Fegley
Rose Gibson
Rose Harkins
Olga Hebda
Catherine Hedes
Frances Hemenitz
Anna P. Horoschak
Jennie Jupin
Joseph & Olga Kash
John & Dorothy King
Wash & Helen King
Ann Kononchuk
Helen Lanzillota
Rose Lisella
Michael Lorchak
Ted & Pauline Lorchak
Mary & Frank Lutash
Olga & Ben Macalush
Marie Maholick
Pauline Maholick
Ann Maliniak
Paul & Kay Maliniak
Helen & Bill McCullion
Helen K. Ostrosky
Julie & Michael Patochek
Petrina Poko
Helen Philapovich
Bernard & Ann Pisko
John & Irene Puschak
Ted & Kathryn Puschak
Andrew Redash
Harry Redash
Stephen Redash
Nancy & Joe Ruggeri
Ann Scarloss
Paul & Helen Sheers
Eleanor & John Sidoriak

John Sidoriak, Jr.
Olga Sidoriak
Ted, Susan & Emma Sidoriak
Daniel & Alice Skripnek
Ann Slanta
Si & Martha Stafiniak
Martha D. Teno
Olga Weiss
Harry Wyshosky, Jr.
Ann Yallas
Ronald & Marie Yurchak
Mary Zemanik
Michael Zemanik

ST. NICHOLAS RUSSIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Coatesville

Very Rev. Dimitri ]. Voytilla
George Babich
Sam Babich
Nina and John Berry
Karen Campbell
Mary Collier
Valerie & James Fox
Dennis and Nanette Hare
Vera Hatcher
Eugenia Papst
Valentina and Richard Roop
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ruczhak
Charles and Sheryl Sarosi
Michael Sarosi
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sarosi
Lydia Swoyer
Paul Swoyer
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Toroney
Maria Toth
Paula and Daria Voytilla
Ann Wilson

ST. ANDREW ORTHODOX CHURCH
Dallas
Very Rev. Michael Lepa
Margaret Yankoski
Florence M. Brin
Mrs. Robert T. Rhodes

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST R.O. CHURCH
(OCA)
Dundaff

Rev. Fr. Dionysius & Marion Sweicki & Family

Anne Janusz

(In Memory of Mary & Thomas Mikolaichik)

Joseph Shipsky
Catherine Conick
Greg Congdon
Donald Zablotsky
Tamara & Peter Anderline
Andrew & Elaine Chichura
Joe & Ann Michalski (Ohio)
Irene Witiak
Mr. & Mrs. David Krenitsky & Elizabeth
Mary Sloan
Mary Steponaitis

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Edwardsville
Rev. Fr. Emilian D. Hutnyan
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Natalia Elizabeth Hutnyan
Eva Kopko
Elizabeth Fera
Julia Sitar
Helen Moncovich
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Tillie Panco
Jean R Kutzer
Michael Kolinchock
Parsons Family
Seferyn Family
Anna Pengrin
Nell Furman
Daria C. Teter
Kyle Teter
German Family
Kutzer Family
Anna Dutko
Elizabeth Dutko
In Memory of Elizabeth Berdy
In Memory of John & Androna Berdy
Mr. & Mirs. John Supina
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Duduk
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dutko
Anna Romanchick
Carol & John Sitar
Ted & Helen Bischak
Wanda Wanko
Olga Staday
Mary Rock
Dora Deroski
Helen & George Piskorik
Martha Zuk
John Berdy
Mr. & Mrs. George Bowalick
Steve Seman
In Memory of Elizabeth Seman
Julia Capp
Sandra Williams
Anna Billek
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Gulich
Anna Souchick
Mr. & Mrs. David Maceiko
Mrs. Julia Seman
Julia L. Seman
Frank Gingo
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Dugan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jubinski
Mary Cunius & Son, Michael Cunius
Helen Wieczorek
Helen Zelinski
Julia Roschak
Florence Kotch
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mazur
Kathy Malcolm
Mary & Sam Stanchak
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Kopenis & Son
Frank Thorik
Helen Yakowec
Peter Yakowec
Ron Seman
Betty & Joe Wozniak
Joseph Wozniak, Jr.
Christine Adamski & Family
Frank Hulanick
Michael Harmanos
Kyra Harmanos
Kathy Harmanos
Helen Sharock
Kathryn Prokopchak
Eugene & Shirley Gingo
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hatch
Larissa & Jacqueline Hatch
Helen Schlosser
Michael Skopic
Evelyn Stapay
Mrs. Joan Nickett
Helen Wartonick
Olga Morgan

CHRIST IS BORN!

Mr. & Mrs. John Lukatchik
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Amos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hoidra
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Dragan
Beatrice Kowalskie
Mary Yova
Helen Chavrid
Anna Bowanko
Anna Dudek
Mr. & Mrs. William Deletconich
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Swetts
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rilko
Elizabeth Ervin
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Lamoreaux
Jack Roberts Garage
John Kotis
Mr. & Mrs. John Seman
Rebecca & John Hawranick
Michael, Sandy, & Hannah Lukatchik
Nikki Ann Roll
Sherri, Sandi, Shirley Medivitz
George Grabousky
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Merowsky
Ms. Lorraine Matson
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Rybka
Mr. & Mrs. Don Kulick
Martha Cingo
Ann Slavinski
Peter & Marie Souchick

HOLY ASCENSION ORTHODOX CHURCH
Frackville
V. Rev. Paul & Matushka Ropitsky
Sophie Osenbach
Eva Mucha
Mary Torick
Anna Dudash
Tillie Zigabylo
Paul and Martha Malinchok
John and Nan Malinchok
Olga Purcell
Vera Timko
Tom and Martha Fletcher
Pauline Searles
Peter and Marie Weremedic
Mary Diffenderfer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chrush
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Tatusko
Eleanor & George Thomas
Kevin and Eleanor Herman
Sergius Chrush
Carole Sagan
Mary Sagan
Michael and Roseanne Weremedic
Elizabeth Weremedic
Michael Weremedic
Bob and Marie Kuchta
Margaret Kuchta
Michael Ropitsky
Anna Bendinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Martin
Mel Martin
Paul Martin
Theresa Basara
Catherine Motz
Mrs. Mary Hancher
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Morash and Sons
Mary Zokuskie
Lee Hanlenda
Michael Dyszel
Anna, Valerie, Rene Eippert
Sophie Chrin
Julia Beltrami

Michael and Anna Dikun
John & Sophie Pellock
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Smarkanic
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Trynosky
Mrs. Barbara Eximitas
Pat and Vera Kleman
Msary Krutz
Anna Jordan
Helen and Pete Stoppi
Helen and Myron Polanchyck
John and Julia Semanchick
Dr. Paul Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Thomas, Sr.
William and Mary Keysock
Peter and Barbara Pelak
Margaret and Paul Pelak and Family
Justine Merena
Pauline Searles
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Sherkness

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR ORTHODOX CHURCH
Harrisburg
Father Daniel and Theodora Ressetar
Father Michael and Olga Kovach
Dorothy and Sylvester Barbu
Paul Bradl
Jerry & Ann Cole
John Caba, Jr.
Lydia Allen Creasy
Mary & George Cvijic
Suzanne Demchak
Tusha Dernbach
Paul & Pat Drebot
Mr. & Mrs. John Dotsey
Mary Dotsey
Paul J. Dotsey
Tom, Beth & Jessica Drebot
Dave & Diane Dugan
Mary K. Essock
Ensslen Family
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fedetz
Joseph & Pauline Fetsko
John A. Gamble
Angela Georgias
Dr. Razvan & Mirela Gramatovici
Libby & Ron Hancher
Mr. & Mrs. James Hardenstine & Family
Mary Hornack
Anna Hand
Jin, Vicki, Michael, Matthew, Jessica Henry
Victoria Tonexcu
John & Lydia Kachur & Children
George & Hattie Kaznowsky
Evelyn & George Krempasky
George & Marilou Klipa
Bill & Anna Kuchta
Adam & Dolly Mallick
Mr. & Mrs. Roger E. Miller & Son
Dave & Cheryl Martin
Eli & Sonia Mioff
Sue B. Mandell
Katharine Macut
Mrs. Ted Motz
Myra Mclnnis
Timothy and Marianne McMahon
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Norato & Sons
Mr. & Mrs. John Osuch & Family
Evelyn Onufer
Matushka Anne Prislopsky
Paul & Betty Pellegrini
Stephen Pawluk
Alexander D. Ressetar
Nicholas D. Ressetar




Gregory & Candi Ressetar
Sophia & Dimitri Ressetar
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. L. Risser
Joe Russian
Harry & Dottie Sysak
Larry & Megan Smith
Gloria & Frank Skirpan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Sutovich
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sutovich & Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Strobert & Children
John, Nadzia, John, Natalie, & Nick Schilling
Russ and Shirley Sass
Bill & Irene Sumple
Glenn & Natalie Treece
June Taleff
Ron, Judy Holly & Noelle Webb
Millie & Sue Wolfe
Helen Yannone
Mary M. Young
Alice M. Yankosky
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zuro & Nicholas

ST. MICHAEL'S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Jermyn

Fr. John and Matushka Kowalczyk, Sophia and

Nicky
Debbie and Barry Bernosky, Rachel and Paul
Amy and Serge Bochnovich
Wendy and Serge Bochnovich
Mary Bowan
Willard and Sue Brown and Family
Eddie and Eileen Brzuchalski
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Cavanaugh and Family
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Cleary and Family
Bob and Eileen Dance
Delores Dreater
Donald, Rosalie and William Fives
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Franchak
Pauline and Nick Frenchko
Joseph Getzie
Nicholas Getzie
Peter Getzie
Sandy Gillott
Tom and Helen Grancey and Stephanie
Bessie Guzey
John and Lucille Guzey
Andy and Dorothy Hanchak
Bill and Joan Hanchak
Julia Hanchak and Tom
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Hockin
Mr. and Mrs. John Hockin and John
John and Debbie Jaye and Jonathan
Olga Jaye
Dorothy Keklak
Rose Kelechawa
Julia Kitchura
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Klapatch and Sons
Henry Il and Jeremi Korpusik
Mary and Henry Korpusik
Mr. and Mrs. John Krenitsky
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Krenitsky
Walter and Delores Krisa
Irene Kupinski
Helen Lahey
Daria Lehman
JoAnn and Sam Mattise
Myra, Elizabeth and Rebecca Mclnnis
Michael Mensky
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Michalczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 5. Mikulak
Alice Mosley
Helen Myshak
John and Barbara Nayduch

GLORIFY HIM!

Mr. and Mrs. Miles Neutts
Justine Orlando
Camille Palese
Olga Palese
Barbara Palubniak
Tillie Palubniak
Antoinette Petorak
Fr. Gabriel and Matushka Petorak
Marilyn and George Petorak and Joshua
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Petrilak
Martha Pollock
Willard Puzza
Anna Rusiniak
Mary Rusiniak
Mary Joan Rusiniak
Martha Scopelliti
John Sernak
Mary Sernak
Millie Sernak
Paul and Delores Sernak
Ron and Lorraine Sernak
Delores Serniak
Steve and Dolly Serniak and Allison
Gloria Shaw
Anastasia Sloat
Marilyn and Jerry Soroka and Children
Emily Stawisky
Irene Swirdovich
Damian and Stephen Telencio
Chap. Peter and Matushka Telencio
Millie and Bob Telep and Rebecca
John and Yvonne Wargo and Family
Mary and Michael Wyziak
Julia Zaccone
Peter D. Zaccone
Mary Zielinski
Betty Zrowka
Joe and Dorothy Zrowka

HOLY ASCENSION ORTHODOX CHURCH
Lykens
Fr. Michael & Matushka Hatrak
Matt & Natalie Hatrak
Ann Mahoney
John & Mary Mehalko
Elisabeth Y. Sultzbaugh
Andrew ]. Sultzbaugh
Craig & Suzanne Smeltz
Joe & Patti Welsh
Kathleen E. Welsh
Nadia Sass
John & Gayle Sultzbaugh
Margaret Carl
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Pianovich

ST. VLADIMIR'S ORTHODOX CHURCH
Lopez
Hieromonk Michael (Thier)
Helen M. Kachmarsky
Rosemary Kachmarsky
Helen Fullerton
Mary Puzo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fedorchak
Norma Sharon McCobin
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrius Hubiak
Mary Ann Sysock
Michael McCobin
Mary Kravetz
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kravitz
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vanderpool
Mary McCobin Neddoff
Mary Serecsko
Rosalie Burke
Stephanie Neufer

Olga Rodka
Robert Rodka
Mr. & Mrs. John Caccia
Mr. & Mrs. William Enright & Family
Mr. Edward Enright
Alice Dworsky
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dennis & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dennis & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Dennis & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Matychak
Alexandra J. Gulich
David Vanderpool
Helen Dennis
Vera Gulich
Mr. & Mrs. Paul St. Germain
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kachmarsky
Craig Kachmarsky
Catherine T. Snider
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Maximiek
Leo Mattichak
Anna Hoch
Mr. & Mrs. Frank McCobin
Robert & Nanette Carter
Mildred Andrewlavage
Anna Orlowski
Mary Saxe
Mary Christini
Olga Serecsko

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH
McAdoo
V. Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Martin
Daniel Oneschuk
Ann Marie Koklis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zabitchuck
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kurtz, Sr.
Julie Forte
Nino Kalabisko
Anna Lee Davidovich
Pearl Elko
Helen Cortez
Helen Osuch
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Kurtz, Sr. and Family
Mr. Sam Kurtz
Irene Yaworsky
Mr. and Mirs. Joseph Kurtz and Son
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kurtz, Jr. and Son
Deborah Martin
Marina Martin
David Lucs
Dr. and Mrs. John Haber
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Good

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH
Mt. Carmel
V. Rev. Michael Evans & Family
Marie Cuff
Mary Shields
John W. Revak
Pearl Winnick
Mary Moroz
Olga Yonkovig
Russell Alexicko
Mary Zeluskey
Julia Barnes
Florence Bubernak
Amelia Markovich
Vera Zbicki
Sandra Tosca
Sandra Sebasovich
Walter Sebasovich
Costy Melnick
Helen Sorocka
George Panikarcheck




Anna Panikarcheck
George Bortnichak

CHRIST IS BORN! iz
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Chidovich H John & Olga Chuckalochak

Eva Roushinko
Peter Paskell
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Yastishak
Julia Bushick
Kim Winnick
Mary Kandrot
Jean Mathias
Olga Berkoski
Christine Buchkarik
Anna Buckwash
Joseph Buckwash
Anna Zsido
Dorothy Beckus
Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Malkoski
Pearl Fedock
Peter Yastishak
Walter Sorochka
Catherine Shaffchick
Mr. & Mrs. Ermie Hill
Margaret Olaf
Anna & Charles Raber
Mary Gerrity
Gabriel, Sarah & Linda Dobick
Valerie & George Winnick
Mr. Leon Markovich
Catherine Hardnock
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Paduhovich

SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Minersville
Fr. Michael & Matushka Hatrak
Matt & Natalie Hatrak
Susie & Andrea Frew
Elsie Herman
Madeline Bonchalk
John Bonchalk
Mary Wartella
Anna Wyslutsky
Mrs. John Wyslutsky
Joe & Mildred Visintin
Joshua & Ed Bosack
James & Anna Antonio
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Oakill & Family
Mary Oakill
Stablum Family
Mike & Barb Rogers
Michelle, Kim, Kathy & Casey Rogers
John, Lydia & Johnny Malusky
JoAnn Brinich
David & Georgene Studlack & Family

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Nanticoke
Father Stephen & Matushka Karaffa
Jay & Marge Sokol
Mary Zupko
Warho Family
Helen & Ted Dargrewicz
Jim & Mary Ann Oram
Paul & Olga Sulewski
Stan & Madeline Rembetski
Mary Hunchar
Mary & Leo Misewick
John & Ellie Pihanich
Dorothy Fagula
Helen Zukowski
Peter & Norma Wasenda
Joe & Mary Paprota
Mike & Pearle Zupko
Olga Carvey

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH
Old Forge
Fr. David and Matushka Karen Mahaffey

Nikolas Mahaffey
Michael Mahaffey
Seth Mahaffey
Kyra Mahaffey
Fr. Theodore Orzolek
Mary Adamiak
Tillie Augustine
David, Kate, Alexa and Adam Barsigian
Jacob and Margaret Barsigian
John and Sandra Barsigian
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bellenzeni, Jr. & Sierra
Marie
Anthony Bellenzeni, Sr.
John and Anna Marie Black
Agnes Buranich
Mrs. Helen Buranich
Helen Chesniak
Mr. and Mrs. William Condon
The Cushner Family
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Elko and Family
Walter and Anne Marie Ermolovich
Neal and Ann Freeman
Mrs. Nicholas Halchak
Mr. Harrison Hubiak
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Jadick
David Jadick
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jadick
Mr. and Mrs. John Jadick
Helen T. Krenitsky
Juliana Kuzmack
Nick Lezinsky
Joseph and Ann Marie Macijowsky
Paul and Rose Mizerak
Helen Percy
Ann Peregrim
Lovie Peregrim
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Polanchik
Theresa and Helen Polanchik
Daniel and Sandra Pregmon
Michael and Eva Pregmon
William and Mary Pregmon
Mr. and Mrs. Al Pritchyk
Mr. and Mrs. John Pritchyk
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sarti
George Sarniak
Marilyn Serniak
Stephen Serniak
Charles and Marie Sigman
Michael and Pauline Spitko
Ann Trypak
Sonia Trypak
Paul, Martha and Paul Andrew Tumavitch
Brian Visoski
David Visoski
EPSN David Visoski
Diane Visoski
Irene Visoski
John Visoski
Michael and Jean Wasko
Daria Ziemba
Roseann and Robert Ziemba
Anna Zupko

ALL SAINTS ORTHODOX CHURCH
Olyphant
All Saints Orthodox Church
Senior R Club
Junior R Club
Father Peter and Matushka Dubinin
Patrice, Peter, Michelle Dubinin
Mr. & Mrs. John Boyko
Olga Boyko
Helen Bryer
Mr. & Mrs. David Brzchulaski & Family

Mr. & Mrs. David Crea
John & Dorothy Dzwonczyk
Joseph Dzwonczyk
Helen Dzwonczyk
Olga Grancy
Mary Guman
Irene Glowatz
Emer & Betty Generotti
Mary Jane & Tanya Gilbert
Vera & Natalie Hoyniak
Justine Horhutz
Mary Hoyniak & Daughter
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Holowatch
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hunyak
Lubov Kopestonsky
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Koziar
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kuzmiak, Jr.
Theophan & Veronica Koziar
Anna Klemko
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Meholic
Dr. Gregory Meholic
Joseph & Nancy Mazur
Claudia Mikulak
In Memory of Jeanne Masko
Regina McAvoy
Mr. & Mrs. William Mezick & Kathy
Mr. & Mrs. John Naughton
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Oles & Family
Mr. & Mrs. George Perechinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Puza
Thomas & Barbara Puhalla
Peter & Joni Rezanka & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Rezanka, Sr.
Mary Semon
John & Annette Schlasta
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Semon & Daughters
George & Joan Schlasta
Mr. Michael Stuchlak & Linda
Mary Stafursky
Adelle Shopay
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Schlasta & Famliy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Stafursky
Ken & Dan Stafursky
Mr. & Mrs. George Scochin & Family
Mr. & Mrs. James Specht
Ian, Kyra, Chelsea Specht
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Turko & Family
Julia Voloshen
Mary Wasilchak
Mr. & Mrs. John Puthorosky, Sr.
Marguerite Puthorosky
Mr. & Mrs. John Puthorosky & Ashley

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
Olyphant
Father & Matushka Vladimir Fetcho
Alexandra Butchko
Julie, Richard, James & Jonathan Cesari
John & Josie Chichilla
Michelle Chichilla
Mr.& Mrs. Jerry Dreater
Niki Dreater
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dreater
Paul Dreater, Jr.
Tanya Dreater
Mike Evanina
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fetchina
Kyra Fetchina
Olga Fetchina
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grabania
George Kopestonsky
Olga Kuzmick
Anna Murawsky
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Price
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Rebar




Dr. & Mrs. Larry R. Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. James Thomashefsky
Ann Thomashefsky
Helen Witiak
Mary Youshock

ST. STEPHEN’'S ORTHODOX
CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL
Philadelphia
Very Rev. Daniel and Matushka Mary Geeza
Lt and Mrs. Michael Geeza & Anastasia
Arnold and Catherine Jensky & Daughters
Bill and Nina Gavula and Family
Anna M. Hargrave
Olga Oprousek
Alice Karpiak
John and Agnes Herbut
Lester, Marianne and Paul Grabania
Jelena Grabania

*Nicholas Cronin

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Taptykoff, Michael & Natalie

Judy, Jack and Jennifer Clyde
Rose Neher
Dr. and Mrs. George Englesson
Mr. and Mrs. Willis Dietrich
Paul, Diane, Laura and John Fedoronko
Peter Kalandiak
Mrs. John Shaw
Mirs. Tatiana Koniuch
Mary D. Birkenbach
Anna D. Simposon
John, Denise, Sonia and Michael Rowe
Helen B. George
Anna Burdziak
Catherine Paulasack
Olga Russin
Helen Plunkett
Olga and John Gazak
Mr. and Mrs, Stephen Kolesnik and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kolesnik and Family
Nadia Kolesnik
Mr. and Mrs. John Kolesnik and Family

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH
Pottstown
Father Nicholas & Matushka Yuschak
Gregory Yuschak
Capt. & Mrs. Mike Yuschak
Maj. Michael & Tenny (Yuschak) McCura
Mr.& Mrs. Nicholas Yuschak, Jr.

GLORIFY HIM!

Mr.& Mrs. Joseph Anderson & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Dougherty & Family
Mr. John Drosdak
Mr. & Mrs. Jefferson Gore & Family
Bill & Rosalie Hardman
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hojnowski
Terry Hojnowski
Eva Kopera
Dr. & Mrs. Vadim Kurjanowicz
Mrs. Jean Kusior
Mike & Vera Losk
Deborah & Michael Lucas
Mrs. Irene Lupco
John, Dana & Raymond MacKoul
Michael & Janice Mallick
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Matsick & Family
Gertrude Melniczek
Karl & Ruth Osterburg
Teresa Savage
The Seman Family
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Sichak & Family
Gloria Spitko
The Stout Family
Cheryl & Catherine Terenchin
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Yurick & Family
Hank & Anne Zerbe

ST. BASIL'S O.C.A.
Simpson
Rev. Leo Poore
Pearl Bock
James & Mary Anne Braun
Maria Kathleen Braun
Mary Chupeck
Samuel & Nadine Demianovich
Helen Dorval
Olga Gallick
Helen Hrichuk
Esther & Stephen Kowalsky
Thomas & Elaine Kravetsky
Laurie, Lynn & Kimberly Kravetsky
Helen Kutch
Michael & Theresa Luczkovich
Julia Mazza
Anastasia Mikulak

Betty Figura
Drs. David & Mary Ford & Emmelia
Daisy Geeza
Mr. & Mrs. John Getzie
John & Joey Getzie
Mr. & Mrs. Willian Huniak
Julia Jacewicz
Mr. & Mrs. John Kuchmanich & John, Jr.
Katherine Lazorack
Jule Lepa
Mr. & Mrs. John Minarick
Ann Naholnik
John & Julie Naholnik
Steve & Julie Naholnik
John & JoAnne Paluch
Martin Paluch
Stephanie Sklarsky
Joe & Olga Telowsky
Julianna, Maria & Michael Tihanich
Paul Wozniak
Julie, Bill & Sue Zielinsky

HOLY TRINITY EASTERN ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Stroudsburg
V. Rev. Fr. Neal . Carrigan
Frank & Rose Czahlo
Peter & Helen Stavisky
Russ & Nancy Futchko
Kathryn Pinto
Walter & Marion Zablatsky
Tom & Helen Keseler
Eva & Paul Bonisese

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA ORTHODOX
CHURCH
Wallingford
St. Herman's Sunday School
Rev. John & Matushka Eugenia Perich
Taisia & Alexandra Perich
Matushka Mary Fedoronko
John & Mollie Smarsh
Reader Gregory, Sharon, Katya & Alex Hubiak
Reader Oleg V. Dudkin
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Toroney
John & Andrew Krowzow
Nita Harris Siciliano & Peter & Mark
Bill & Barbara Bone
Rubercheck Family
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hutz & Son
Sandy, Julieann & Nicholas Kapelan
Reader David & Kathryn Kessler
David Nicholas & Tatiana Kessler
Matthew & Anna King
Sandra King
Marge Kotarski
Anna Kotzer

Mary
Vera & quKrQwamm
Mary Krupack
Matushka Eleanor Krill
Mrs. Mary Krill
Mr. & Mrs, William Kozey & Son
Olga Layton
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mascioli
Mary Onufer
Sam & Rose Ostopick
Michael & Nancy Pieck
Michelle Pieck
John & Mildred Polinsky
Betty Polk
Laura & Greg Polk
Mrs. Helen Pryor & Family
Joseph Romanick
Elizabeth Romanchek
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Romanuski
Julieann Romanuski
Mrs. Simon S. Russin
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Schmid
Frank Shiskowski
Andy & Florence Skordinski
Skuba Family
Peter & Anna Sokola
Rose Sorochak
Nicholas Sosik
Evelyn Suhoski
Patricia Suhoski
Ann Swanko
Elizabeth Takach
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Tempalski
Stella Terpak
Agnes Timchak
Helen Umphred
Anne Wensel
Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Wysocki
Nettie Yaremko
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Zedock
John & Irene Zimich
John & Doris Zoranski
Kyra E. Zoranski

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Wilkes-Barre

Father John & Mastushka Mason

Father George & Matushka Pawlush
Holy Trinity Altar Boys

Eleanor & Theodore Sovyrda
Andrew Dennis

John, Jr. & Elizabeth Goobic

Bill & Mary Gurka
Helen & Peter Welgo
Mary Skordinski
Mr. & Mrs. Boris Mayher
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Gudaitis

Mr. & Mrs. George Selfridge
V. Rev. Theodore C. Heckman Mrs. Irene Sulick
Jeanette Ruano Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wujcik
Mrs. Helen Zavada Lucy Znak Elaine Varallo
Mrs. Mary Petro Valerie Polakow Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zapora
74

Mr. & Mrs, Basil Homick
Elaine Homick
Ralph & Nettie Kompinski
John & Gabriel Homick
Elaine Benczkowski
Mary Bankos
Susan Bawn
Anna Cardoni
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Cross
Lynn & Pat Bankos
John Horutz
Marianne Krill
Mary & Stephen Krill, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Yankovich
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Latzman
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pawlak
John Pawlak
Michael & Vera Lisko
Dolores & Paul Gozick
Mr. & Mrs. David Mills
Wiater Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Chilcott
Michael Dennis, Jr.
Jennifer & Rochele Dennis
Keith & Donna Dennis
Robert & Allisa Dennis
Daniel & Jan Dennis
Darienne Dennis
Steplien Lukachik
Anna Goobic
Nicholas & Vera Goobic
Jonah & Donna Goobic
Mary Salmay
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stchur
Mike & Rita Goobic
Don & Mary Ann Goobic
Peter & Kathy Goobic
Mr. & Mrs. Viadimir Dutko
Anna & Stanley Bishop
Mr. & Mirs. Paul Gozick
Barbara King

THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
CHURCH
Williamsport
Fr. Daniel & Matushka Myra Kovalak
Daria and Natalia Kovalak
Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Beiter & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas P. Brown
Michael & Julie Stefanick
Yvonne & Nathan Bohlander
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Chelentis
Mrs. Helene Fowler
Cally Herman
Cathy Thereoulis
Elsie Skvir Nierle
John J. Sam, Jr.
Michael & Carol Serwint & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis R. Shatto
John & Yvette Skrip
John T. Kovich

ST. MARK’S ORTHODOX CHURCH

Wrightstown

Paul, Marianne, Barbara, Julianna Newmeyer

Mr. & Mrs. David Roberts & Family

Mrs. Mary Drahus
{8525 CHRIST IS BORN! oo
Mr. & Mrs. David Dunsavage [] Walter & Elizabeth Labick
Mr. & Mrs. John Evanchick Elizabeth Werner
Mrs. Michael M. Felch, Sr. Mr. & Mrs. Marion Sowyrda James & Monia Pitra
Vladimir Glowatsky Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sanders William & Mary Zaroff
Dolores M. Grabko Liz & John Gurka John & Elizabeth Sherbin
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Holak Lisa & Rick Liparula
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Humko Patty & Chris Shanley
Anna & Ann Marie Hutz

Helen Paulin & the Anzalone Family
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Baranowski
Sam Mervis
Elena Nakonetschny Polakow
Nicholas Polakow
Zachary Borichevsky
Sonja Lengel
George & Alla Nakonetschny
Michael, Anthony, & Steven Nakonetschny
Sandy, Peter, & Stephanie Bohlender
Helen Bulley
Peter & Vicki Kiproff
Janet Kalenish
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Paulin & Family
Kevin & Mary Anne Swan & Sons
Charles Super
John Wanko
Delores L. Marmaluk
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Miele
Irene & Sergei Arhipov
Peter, Julia, Katie, & Holly Ren

SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
Uniondale
Father John and Matushka Maxwell & Family
Hildegard Scheibner

Marie Hutnyan
Rose M. Kennedy
Vladimir and Betty Demianovich
Donald and Ann Bock
Martha Dorosh
Peter and Catherine Jubinsky

ST. MICHAEL'S ORTHODOX CHURCH
Wilmington, DE
Fr. John, Mary & Kyra Terrell
The Rev. Mark & Jan Koczak
Mr. & Mrs. James Biggs & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bodnarchuk
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Carey & Kids
Dorothy Chupko
Mr. & Mrs. William Dryden
Mary Guretsky
Bill & Marie Herrman
M. & Mrs. Edward Hajnicki, Jr. & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hojnicki, Sr.
Marie Karawulan
Peter & Delores Karawulan
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kutch
Olga & John Maloney
Mrs. Agnes Meginniss
Peter & Elizabeth Melnik
Seraphim Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Ned Minnich & Family
Mike Mizgala
Greg Morosky

Olga S. O'Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Peck & Family
Sophia Puit
Sergius & Anna Pyle
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Riley

Mr. & Mrs. William Scari, Sr.




All In The Diocesan Family

ALDEN STATION

Holy Resurrection Church

Baptism: Paul Andrew Stenko, son
of Michael & Mary Beth Stenko, Sep-
tember 17.

Parish activities: Over fourhundred
dinners were served atour annual Chicken
Barbecue. A special thank you is ex-
tended to Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
and to all the local parishes for their
support.

The adult education program contin-
ued in the fall with a Bible Study pro-
gram. In August, the Church School held
asuccessful Vacation Church School Day.
The day began with prayerand a period of
instruction, which included the use of
videos. The youth enjoyed swimming,
soccer, and other games, following a
picnic lunch.

BETHLEHEM

St. Nicholas Church

Baptisms: Zachary Phillips, son of
Mark & Maria Phillips, August 27; Kait-
lyn Theresa Kasmer, daughter of Mark &
Lori Kasmer, October 23.

Holy Matrimony: Thomas Chro-
miak and Sharon Laudenbach were united
in the sacrament of Holy Matrimony on
July 30.

New Altar Servers.

Chrismations: Innocent Angstadt,
Seraphim Freedman, and Vladimir Laury
were received into the Orthodox Church
on April 23.

New parishioners: The following

have become members of the St. Nicho-
las parish family: Ms. Maria Mason, Mr.
& Mrs. Thomas Miller, Mrs. Michaelene
Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. William Podlusky
and family, Mrs. Bessie Stamets, An-
drew Thear, Tanya Thear, Catherine
Bednar, and Stephen Bednar.

New altar servers: Five new Altar
Servers were blessed and received their
robes to serve as Altar Servers on Sun-
day, October 2. The new servers are: Leo
Howell, Alexander Roman, Nicholas
Solan, Peter Lezinsky, and Matthew
Roberts.

Parish activities: All organizations

Holy Resurrection Church: Vacation Church Sch

IR h
ool children.
and parishioners contributed to the suc-
cessful “Russian Days” Festival in Sep-
tember. The event was co-chaired by
Mrs. Alexandra Keysock and Ms. Patri-
cia Felix.

The parish hosted Fr. Anatoly Frolov
and Sergei Chapnin from our sister parish
in Klin, Russia, for a ten-day visit to
America. The visit was the result of our
pilgrimage to Klin last Thanksgiving.
The parish is presently hosting Alexei
Kurenkov, a first-year seminarian at St.
Tikhon's, from our sister parish.

Church School activities: Gradu-
Continued on the next page.
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ation Recognition Day was held to honor
all thenew high schooland college gradu-
ates from the parish. A summer family
swim and picnic outing were held. A
Church School Open House and Teacher
Recognition Day was held in October
and the monthly Youth Sunday was coor-
dinated.

CATASAUQUA

Holy Trinity Church

Baptisms: Halle Alexandra Bag-
shaw, daughter of Christopher & Nina
Bagshaw, June 18; Lucas Gregory Gas-
ton, son of Michael & Tonya Gaston,
September 18; Andrew John Miller, son
of John & Anna Miller, December 3.

Parish activities: On October 31,
the annual service of Holy Unction was
celebrated by seven priests, including
one from Klin, Russia. This annual event
is served in honor of Saints Cosmas and
Damian, whose feastday is November 1.

The parish held a successful Russian
Art and Food Festival, which brought
many visitors to our parish community.

COALDALE

St. Mary’s Church

Diocesan Essay Winner: Kristopher
Marek was the first place winner in the
2nd annual Diocesan Essy contestheld in
April.

Knstopher Marek

Baptism: RobertEhret was baptized
into the Orthodox faithon August27. We
welcome himinto our family at St. Mary’s.

Holy Matrimony: Debbie Comisac
& Robert Ehret were united in the sacra-
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Natasha & Misha.

ment of Holy Matrimony on September
24.

Parish anniversary: Theeighty-fifth
anniversary of the founding of our parish
and the concluding commemoration of

the Bicentennial of Orthodoxy in North
America were held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11. Commissioner Paul Sheers, a
member of our parish, was the toastmas-
ter. A page in our program book was

Mr. Theodore Chylack (holding picture) honored at St. Nlcholas Church



dedicated to our forefathers who came
from many countries and preserved our
faith and heritage.

COATESVILLE

St. Nicholas Church

Bicentennial Celebration: The cele-
bration of the Bicentennial of Orthodoxy
in North America took place at the V.A.
Medical Center in the All-Faith Chapel.
The Divine Liturgy was celebrated by
Archpriests Dimitri Voytilla and Nicho-
las Yuschak. Dr, Walter Gerasimowicz
directed the two parish choirs. This was
the first Orthodox Divine Liturgy to be
served at the Medical Center since its
opening.

On Sunday, October 30, we were
honored to have Theodore Chylack, age
90, worship with us. He came back to
visit his people.

Following the Divine Liturgy, a spa-
ghetti and meatball dinner was prepared
and served by the young women of the
parish.

On Sunday, November 13, the con-
gregation was invited to St. Herman’s
Church in Media, Pa., for the first Divine
Liturgy at their new church. Father John
Perich, pastor, was assisted by Fr. Dimitri
Voytilla.

HARRISBURG

Christ the Saviour Church

Holy Matrimony: John Carter &
Christine Anne Trunk, July 2; Bruce &
Rebecca Kantor, August 20; John S.
Nayduch & Brenda Sue Lebo, October 8;
David Martin & Cheryl Ann Steele, Oc-
tober 15; Daniel J. Bretz & Donna Pelle-
grini, October 22.

Parish activities: Christ the Saviour
hosted the 68th National FROC Conven-
tion from September 1 to 5. Almost eight
hundred attended the Hierarchical Di-
vine Liturgy celebrated by His Eminence,
Archbishop Herman, and His Grace,
Bishop Paul, of the Patriarchal parishes.

Icon murals are being written on the
church walls by Fr. Theodore Jurewicz.
The Deisis, the Second Coming of Christ,
isnow above the iconostasis. The Dormi-
tion of the Holy Theotokos will be com-
pleted shortly.

The parish softball team won the post-
season playoff tournament for the first
time in history. Carl S. Hisiro was the

team manager.
Continued on the next page.
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At St. John the Baptist Church,Edwardsville, Fr. Emilian Hutnyan receives th

Archbishop Herman with parish children of St. Michael's Church, Jermyn.
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JERMYN

St. Michael’s Church

Baptism: Elizabeth Kraky, daughter
of Barbara and Patrick Kraky, October
16.

Parish activities: On November 6,
designated Youth Sunday, Archbishop
Herman made an archpastoral visit to St.
Michael’s. His Eminence distributed
medals to the children of the parish fol-
lowing the Divine Liturgy. Later, a ban-
quet was held at the parish hall with over
320 in attendance.

OLDFORGE

St. Michael’s Church

Baptism: Theodore Carl Frear, 11,
son of Theodore& Nancy Frear, was bap-
tized on August 7.

Holy Matrimony: Robert Williams
and Tamara Jadik, July 16; Brian Raftery
and Ruth AnnFlynn, August 20; Kenneth
Laboski and Carrie Anne Macijowsky,
September 3, concelebrated by Archpriest
Joseph Martin and Fr. David; William
Keslosky and BarbaraFilipovic, October
22,

Parish activities: On October 30, “A
Costume Ball in the Fall” was held for the
church school children and parishioners.

OLYPHANT

All Saints Church

Parish activities: Amusic camp was
sponsored and conducted for the children
of All Saints at the University of Scranton
under the direction of Cheryl Boga.

On August 17, the Junior R Club
traveled to Great Adventure.

The Church School program began
on September 18 with a prayer service
and the blessing of the children.

The annual bazaar was held October
20-22.

The Junior R Club designated $200
to be disbursed among five projects:
I.O.C.C. Humanitarian Aid Drive,
1.O.C.C. Christmas Stocking Project, a
local soup kitchen which feeds the home-
less, Orthodox Christian Mission Center
Support-a-Mission Priest Program, and
St. Tikhon’s Seminary.
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Holy Assumption Church Philadelphia Newly ordamad deacon Fr Jude with
his family, Archbishop Herman, and Fr. John Udics.

Deacon Jude takas ﬁis first litany.



SIMPSON

St. Basil’s Church

Award recipients: The Rev. Leo
Poore was presented with the Nabedren-
nik by His Eminence, Archbishop Her-
man.
Michael O'Pecko, son of James &
Mary Ann O’ Pecko, and Gabriel Gelzie,
son of Peter & Paula Getzie, were pre-
sented with the Alpha-Omega Award
during the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
on Sunday, August 28. The Liturgy was
concelebrated by His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Herman, Priests Leo Poore and
Nicholas Wyslutsky, and Protodeacon
Stephen Howanetz. They were assisted
by Subdeacons Gregory Hatrak and
Gregory Sulich, and Altar Servers Mi- e \ 1
chael O'Pecko and Gabriel Getzie. The o \ 4 . Wik
choir was directed by Mr. John Proch. g X el SR e

90th anniversary: The parish’s nine- Father Leo receiving the Nabedrennik at St. Basil’s Church, Simpson.

tieth anniversary was celebrated on
Sunday, September 25. A service of
thanksgiving was held following the
Divine Liturgy. After the services, aham
and chicken dinner was served, and all
those in attendance were presented with
an icon commemorating the Bicenten-
nial.

SOUTH CANAAN A TN

St. Tikhon’s Monastery Church I

Baptisms: Infants George Kartozia B . i \
and Natalia Brown, and nine-year-old : L O
Alesya (Elizabeth) Doumova were bap- -; i : 1A
tized into the Orthodox Christian faith. - el ook R § S

Chrismations: Michael Ellis, Gor- Michael O'Pecko and Gabriel Getzie with Archbishop Herman and Fr. Leo Poore.
don (Gordius) Jones, Katherine Mann,
and Enoch and Theodora Bracey were
received into the Orthodox faith through
holy chrismation.

Parish activities: A ninetieth birth-
day surprise party was held for Daisy
(Nadezhda) Geeza at the coffee hour
following the Divine Liturgy, October 2.

A service of adoption was held as we
joyfully welcomed into our midst Svet-
lana Ford, newly-adopted daughter of St.
Tikhon’s faculty members, David and
Mary Ford.

WILLIAMSPORT
Elevation of the Holy Cross Church
Baptism: Demitra Beiter, daughter

of Paul & Christian Beiter, was baptized At Ss. Peter and Paul's Church, Unlondale, Fr. John Maxwell receives blessing
Continued on the next page.  to wear the skufia.
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into the Orthodox Christian faith on
October 30.

Parish activities: The parishisin the
process of constructing a new iconosta-
sis. Parishioner John Beard is executing
the design.

A three-part lecture series was of-
fered in conjunction with the weekly Bible
study. The speakers for the lecture series
were Father Sergei Glavolev, Fr. Peter
Dubinin, and Fr. Daniel Kovalak

The parish helda “First-Timers” event
on September 28, and an “Inquirer’s
Night” on November 17, as part of our
parish outreach to the community.

Many parishioners participated in
recent two community-wide events, the
Life-Chain on October 2, and the Annual
Crop Walk on October 9.

The parents of Holy Cross have been
meeting to consider the development of
an Education Center.

Father Daniel was part of the O.C.A.
delegation that traveled to Alaska in
October. He participated in the consecra-
tion of St. Innocent’s Cathedral and the
canonization of St. Jacob in Anchorage.
A slide presentation was offered to the
parishioners on November 14.

On November 10, Fr. Daniel pre-
sided at the Annual Assembly of the
United Churches of Lycoming County,
where he serves as vice-president.

WILMINGTON (Del.)

St. Michael’s Church

Baptism: Susanna Carey, daughter
of Chris & Nona Carey, was baptized on
October 2.

Parish activities: On Sunday, Au-
gust 21, the Akafist-Dostoyno Yest Choir
sang at the Divine Liturgy.

The parishioners took summer-fresh
produce to the Food Bank of Delaware.

The Altar Guild sponsored a parish
picnic and a fashion show. The Altar
Guild had the chalices replated, and altar
server robesare being made to be used for
two cycles of the liturgical year.

Birthday: Anna Streltzoff celebrated
her ninety-third birthday on November 6.
Father John presented her with roses as
the choir sang Many Years.

.;§‘\

Baptism of Demitra Beiter.

Fr. Sergei Glagolev and Fr. Daniel Kovalak.

When you walk

And the snow has fallen

In the quiet woods
The pines are covered
Boughing with

Silken ice

If you can be there

It seems like an

Ethereal dream

And hearing the silence
As it touches the ground
The beauty too great

To be spoken..........




ST. TIKHON’S BOOKSTORE

P.O. BOX B
SOUTH CANAAN, PA 18459

PHONE (717) 937-4390 FAX (717) 937-3100

New Titles Available From St. Tikhon’s Bookstore!

On the Upbringing of Children!
by Bishop Irenaius
This wonderful little book comprises ten sermons delivered to parents by Irenaius, bishop of the
Russian city of Ekaterinburg, in 1901. The times have changed considerably since then, but human

nature has not. We must still strive to train our own and our children’s souls to the high ideals of
holiness given us by Christ.

64 pages $4.00

A Cloud of Witnesses !

Talks from an Orthodox Women’s Conference

This Book presents a rare and eloquent testimony of how contemporary women live and struggle to

bring the timeless tradition of Orthodox Christianity into their daily lives. The authors of these talks

are not professional speakers. They approach their topics with humility and with a genuine love for
one another and for the labor of acquiring virtue!

143 pages $9.95

Forgotten Medicine: The Mystery of Repentance!
by Archimandrite Seraphim Aleksiev

The Forgotten Medicine is the first volume to appear in a series of writings by Archimandrite
Seraphim Aleksiev. It provides not only Scriptural and theological foundations for repentance and
Confession, but also a clear instruction for the personal approach to this mystical sacrament.

72 pages $5.00

The First-Created Man!
by St. Symeon the New Theologian

This book offers a knowledge of the beginning and the end of all things which is essential to
understand the purpose of our existence here on this earth, and what lies beyond it.

124 pages $ 8.00



The Most Rev. Archbishop Herman

and

Orthodox Christians for Life
Requests the honour of your presence for
The Orthodox ‘Witness on the Sanctity of Human Life

at the

1995 March for Life

Monday, January 23, 1995, 11:30 AM
Dignitaries on the Podium at 11:45 AM

Program Activities Start at 12:00 noon
The Ellipse, Washington, DC
(across the street from the White House)
RSVP by January 14, 1995

Orthodox Christians for Life
PO Box 805, Melville, N'Y 11747

(516)271-4408




