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Glory to Jesus Christ!

You will notice a change in format with this issue of “Alive in Christ.” 
Ongoing discussions of the Diocesan Council have resulted in some 
changes to this publication. First and foremost, the yearbook style is 
being phased out. As always, all photos submitted can be viewed at 
the diocesan website (www.doepa.org) Every effort will be made to 
show your parish in each issue. However, photo quality is the final 
criteria for inclusion. Photos must be large enough to reproduce in 
print. When submitting photos, make sure to send the LARGEST SIZE 
possible. 

You will also notice more information and articles. This is an effort to 
provide information that will be helpful to parishes and to support the 
Mission Statement of the Orthodox Church in America (conveniently 
provided on page 4.) 

Lastly, due to the re-tooling of the format, this issue is much later 
than usual, resulting in stories and images from Advent through 
Theophany. All images and stories from this spring will be covered in 
a later issue.

Keep watch as we continue to evolve, and stay engaged. Is your 
parish represented here? How about the website? We are reaching 
close to 10,000 sets of eyes per month at the website. If you are not 
represented there, you need to be.
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Christ is Risen!  Indeed, He is Risen!  With Pascha behind us, we are quickly approaching 

the Great Feasts of Ascension and Pentecost. During the 40 days after the Lord’s Resurrection 

He appeared numerous times to His Disciples and Apostles, opening their minds and their 

hearts to the Holy Scripture and preparing them for the work of the Church, proclaiming 

the good news of the Gospel, making disciples of all nations and teaching them to 

observe all that He had commanded.   Before He ascended on the Feast of Ascension, 

He instructed His Disciples and Apostles to tarry in Jerusalem and await the coming 

of the Holy Spirit, wherein they were endued with Power from on High for doing 

the work of the Church.  He bodily ascended on High and sat down at 

the right hand of the Father on Ascension and sent the Holy Sprit the 

Comforter, the Spirit of Truth on the Feast of Pentecost.  Until the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, the Disciples lacked boldness and hid in the 

upper room for fear of the Jews.

What is clear is that the work of the 
Disciples and the Church is to take 
the message of the Holy Gospel to 
all people.

With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, tongues of fire appeared 

over each of their heads and they were endued with Power to 

boldly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people.  In the 

Rabbinic tradition Pentecost commemorates the giving of the Law to 

Moses on Mount Sinai.  When Moses received the Law on the stone tablets, 

according to the Rabbis, there appeared 70 tongues of fire, representative of 

the 70 nations of the earth.  That which was prefigured on Mount Sinai is 

fulfilled on Pentecost with the outpouring of the All Holy Spirit and the 

tongues of fire represent the gift of the Holy Spirit to go to all nations, tribes 

and peoples to proclaim the glad tidings.  In the Book of Acts, we are told 

that on the day of Pentecost, there were gathered in Jerusalem people 

from many nations, and as the Lord’s Disciples began to preach 

to the multitudes, they each heard them speaking of the things 

of God, in their own language. Whether this was a miracle 

of speech or hearing is unimportant.  What is clear is that 

the work of the Disciples and the Church is to take the 

message of the Holy Gospel to all people.
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A very important point, not to be missed, is that Pentecost is the reversal of the confusion of tongues that occurred in Genesis 11 in 

the narrative concerning the Tower of Babel.  In Genesis chapter 11, we read:

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they migrated from the east,[a] they came upon a plain in the 

land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they 

had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the 

heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 5 The Lord 

came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all 

one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 

Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered 

them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore it was called Babel, because there 

the Lord confused[b] the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 

Whereas, the Lord saw that the unity the people shared “made nothing impossible to them,” He confused their tongues and scattered 

them.  (The idea of building a tower to make a name for themselves was man’s pathetic attempt at some form of immortality.  Sadly, this idea 

of building monuments as a form of immortality has not been eradicated even within the Church.) On the day of Pentecost the barriers 

of culture and language were overcome.  The Lord paved the wave for uniting all of humanity with Himself through the Gift of the 

Holy Spirit and enabling everyone to hear the Holy Gospel in their own language.  Through the reception of the Gospel Message, 

Baptism, Chrismation and participation in the ONE Loaf and the One Cup, we all become sons and daughters of only True God.  

As St Paul says in his letter to the Galatians: 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 

slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring,[k] heirs according to the promise.

Whereas in pagan religions, their gods were associated with a particular tribe or nation, blood and soil, through Christ we are all 

made children of God regardless of ethnicity, or land of origin, without distinction whatsoever. All become children of God through 

Holy Baptism, Chrismation and participate in His Life through the One Loaf and the One Cup.  St. Paul encouraged the Ephesians 

to maintain that unity of Faith and reminded them that through the Holy Spirit we are all blessed with some gift or charism for the 

building up of the Body of Christ. St Paul would be scandalized at the divisions within Orthodoxy in North America along ethnic 

lines.  Christ came to remove the walls that separate us and we labor to build them up.  Let us listen to the Holy Apostle Paul,   

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility 

and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 

one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is said, 

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;

    he gave gifts to his people.”
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9 (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended[a] into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11 The 

gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in 

deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 

working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. (Ephesians 4)

Remembering our Lord’s Incarnation, Saving Passion, Life Giving Resurrection, Ascension into Heaven, His Sitting at the Right 

Hand of the Father and His Second and Glorious Coming, let make use of the gifts given to us by the indwelling of His All Holy Spirit 

for the building up of the One Body of Christ. Let us not seek to divide the Church of our Lord, His Body, into groups according to 

language, culture, race or class, all things that have nothing to do with the Gospel and will pass away at His Coming.  Instead, let us 

open the doors of His Holy Church and go out to the highways and byways and bid all to come in and so do the work of the Church.

At our Diocesan Assembly this past January, we discussed the Mission Statement of the Orthodox Church in America. Mission 

Statements are important as they are a constant reminder of our primary purpose for which we exist as a Church.  As our parishes 

gather for Council Meetings, their Annual Assemblies and other parish events, let us look at what Christ expects of the Church, 

examine the Mission Statement of the Orthodox Church in America, and honestly ask ourselves; “What is the Mission of my parish?” 

Are we doing what Christ expects us to do?” One of the prophets said “My people perish for lack of a vision.”  In modern terms, “If we 

fail to plan, we plan to fail.”  We must be versed in what is the work of the Church and plan how we will go about doing it.

The Mission of the Orthodox Church in America, the local autocephalous Orthodox Church, is to be 
faithful in fulfilling the commandment of Christ to “Go into all the world and make disciples of all 

Nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all [things that He has] commanded” so that all people may be saved and come to the 

knowledge of the truth:

To preach, in accordance with God’s will, the fullness of the gospel of the Kingdom to the peoples of 
North America and to invite them to become members of the Orthodox Church.

To utilize for her mission the various languages of the peoples of this continent.

To be the body of Christ in North America and to be faithful to the tradition of the Holy Orthodox Church.

To witness to the truth, and by God’s grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit, to reveal Christ’s way of 
sanctification and eternal salvation to all.

Adopted by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, 1990.
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Above: Abbot Tryphon is 
welcomed by Archbishop MARK.

3

The Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania met for the 52nd 
Diocesan Assembly at St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in Jermyn, PA on 
Thursday, January 28 and Friday January 29, 2016. Diocesan Council 
members, Clergy and representatives from parishes of each Deanery met to 
discuss important issues facing the Diocese.

Abbot Tryphon was our guest speaker for the Assembly. His words were 
both challenging and inspiring as we look to expand the mission in Eastern 
Pennsylvania. He challenged us at every level to be faithful to our Lord’s 
command to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. As 
Orthodox Christians we must transcend nationalistic inclinations and be 
open to ministering to all the Lord brings across our path. 

52nd Diocesan Assembly • Jermyn, PA • 1/28-29/2016

Expanded coverage and 
reports can be found at 

www.doepa.com

DIOCESAN COUNCIL MEETS • BERWICK, PA • 3/8/2016

On Tuesday, March 8, 2016, the Diocesan Council met at Holy 

Annunciation Orthodox Church in Berwick, PA. Following 

morning services, new members were installed, and a full agenda 

of topics was covered.

Diocesan Council reports can be found at www.doepa.com

Interested in attending? More 
information can be found at 

www.doepa.com
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7
MATTHEW JOYNER ORDAINED TO THE HOLY 

DIACONATE • SOUTH CANAAN • 12/13/15

On the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers and the Commemoration of the 

Repose of St. Herman of Alaska, 2nd year seminarian Matthew Joyner 

was ordained to the Holy Diaconate by His Eminence Mark, Archbishop 

of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania. Dn. Matthew 

will continue to travel with Archbishop Mark on archpastoral parish 

visitations as he completes his studies.

FR. JAMES CHUTA AWARDED SKUFIA 
LYKENS • 11/22/2015

On Sunday, November 22, Fr. James Chuta was 

awarded the Skufia by His Eminence, Archbishop 

MARK during his archpastoral visit to Holy 

Ascension in Lykens, PA. The parish was filled with 

the faithful of Holy Ascension, and the faithful from 

Minersville, Harrisburg and Mechanicsburg. 

FR. JOSEPH MARTIN HONORED 
WILKES-BARRE • 11/7/2015

Divine Liturgy was celebrated at Holy Resurrection 
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, by His Eminence, 
Archbishop MARK and local clergy in honor of Fr. 
Joseph Martin for 50 years of service.  A Synodal 
Gramota was presented to Fr. Martin for his 50 
years of dedicated service to the Orthodox Church 
in America and a Diocesan Gramota was presented 
to Fr. Joseph and Matushka Gloria Martin for their 
faithful service to the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and the Wilkes-Barre community.  A banquet was 
held at Gennetti’s Restaurant in Wilkes-Barre.



ST. STEPHEN’S ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL HOSTS 
FOOD FESTIVAL • PHILADELPHIA • 11/7/2015

On Saturday, November 7, 2015, the faithful of St. Stephen’s Orthodox 

Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA held their “Old World Food Festival.” The 

parish opened their doors to the community to enjoy many ethnic delicacies, 

and share in Orthodox fellowship.

A
R

O
U

N
D

 T
H

E
 D

IO
C

E
S

E

INSPIRING CHRISTMAS CONCERT • BETHLEHEM 
12/13/2015

On Sunday December 13, 2015, the choir of St. Nicholas 
Church of Bethlehem presented its annual inspiring Christmas 

concert.  The program,  which attracted many from the 
community,  featured two parts, liturgical hymns and 

traditional carols.  

ST. MICHAEL’S HAS VERY SPECIAL NATIVITY  
FEAST CELEBRATION • JERMYN • 12/25/2015

The Feast of Christmas at St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in 
Jermyn, was a very memorable one. Fr. John together with Susan 
Schlasta (Phd. Candidate) in Social work organized an outreach 

to the poor for the 4th year in a row. This year a total of $1,700.00 
was collected in the Parish, to help 20 families and children in our 

area with Christmas presents.

ARCHBISHOP MARK VISITS FOR PARISH FEAST 
OLYPHANT • 12/6/2015

On Sunday, December 6, His Eminence Archbishop Mark 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in 
Olyphant in honor of the parish feast day.  Seminarian Matthew 

Joyner was tonsured a reader and ordained a subdeacon by 
Archbishop Mark, and parishioners Tom and Nancy Latournous 

were awarded a gramota for their faithful service to the parish.  

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE • EDWARDSVILLE 
12/20/2015

On Sunday, December 20, 2015, St. John the Baptist Orthodox 
Church in Edwardsville, PA presented a multi-church Christmas 

concert. The concert featured choirs and singers from 3 local 
parishes: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church, the Polish 

National Catholic Church and the Immanuel Baptist Church.
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ST. HERMAN COLLECTS ITEMS FOR AFGHAN ORPHANAGE 
GRADYVILLE • 1/2/2016

Each year St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church in Gradyville, PA chooses 
an Advent charity project.  This year the Charity Committee expected to 

support one of our young men who is in the Army stationed in Afghanistan. 
However this young man asked that instead of sending food and other items 

to him and his unit that we collect clothes for an orphanage in Kabul. Our 
church community was extremely generous in donating $1,000 and clothes. 
Seventeen boxes of clothing for children ages infant to teens were sent to the 

orphanage. The boxes have arrived and are very much appreciated.

ST. MICHAEL’S VISITED BY ICON OF ST. ANNA FOR 
ST. MICHAEL’S DAY • MOUNT CARMEL • 11/15/2015

On Sunday, November 15 2015, the Icon of Saint Anna was present for services at St. 

Michael’s Orthodox Church in Mount Carmel, in honor of St. Michael’s Day celebrations.

His Eminence Archbishop Mark meets Catechumens at Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Stroudsburg, PA during a 
pastoral visit on November 29. 2015. A
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8TH ANNUAL PAN-ORTHODOX GREAT BLESSING 
OF THE SUSQUEHANNA • HARRISBURG • 1/17/2016

On Sunday, January 17th the Orthodox parishes of Greater Harrisburg 
gathered at City Island Park for the 8th Annual Pan-Orthodox Great 
Blessing of the Susquehanna. His Eminence, Archbishop Mark of 
Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania (Orthodox Church in America) 
was our celebrant, along with the clergy and faithful from local 
Orthodox communities.  Following the River Blessing, the clergy 
and faithful gathered at Agia Sophia Coffeehouse and Bookstore for 
fellowship and a soup/chili cook-off. 

9



Miracles & Wonders Explored
at 2016 Winter Teen Retreat
The Diocesan Office of Young Adult Activities welcomed 31 students 
for the annual Winter Teen Retreat over the weekend of February 26-28, 
2016.

We chose Spruce Lake Retreat Center in Canadensis, PA for its robust 
winter sports activities such as snow tubing and ice skating. While we did 
not exactly get the white, snowy sporting weekend we were hoping for, 
we still had a great time!

Our theme for the weekend was “Thou Art The God Who Does Wonders.” 
OYAA Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Timothy Hojnicki (Mechanicsburg) led the 
weekend’s workshop discussions on the theme of miracles as performed 
in the Gospel of John. Reader John Black (Pottstown) also joined us as 
our choir director for Vespers and Divine Liturgy.

During their free time, the teens hiked around the beautiful grounds and 
explored the nature center. When it got too cold for the outdoors, they 
hung out and played board games together in our warm winter lodge. 
Most importantly, everyone who was present got to meet other teens 
from all over the Diocese.

Next year’s Retreat 
will take place at 
Spruce Lake the 
weekend of February 
10-12, 2017. The event 
is open to youths in 
grades 7-12. Email 
retreat@ocayouth.org 
today to be added to 
our mailing list!
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“Thou Art The God Who Does Wonders!”
Kimberly Metz

Director, Office of Young Adult Activities
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ST. MICHAEL’S SUNDAY SCHOOL HONORS PATRON SAINT 
OLD FORGE • 2/21/2016

The Sunday School class of St. Michael’s Orthodox Church in Old Forge, 

PA gave a presentation of their Patron Saint to the congregation at the 

end of Divine Liturgy on February 21, 2016.  Each of the students and 

the teachers made icons of their Patron Saint. 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENTS YOLKA 
PROGRAM • POTTSTOWN • 12/20/2015

On Sunday, December 20, the youth of Holy Trinity in Pottstown 

performed in the annual Christmas Yolka written by our very own 

Protodeacon Peter Skoog.  A potluck meal was enjoyed by all following 

the program.

CHURCH SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEBRATE ST. NICHOLAS 
DAY • LOPEZ • 12/6/2015

On Sunday, December 6, the church school children of St. Vladimir’s 

Orthodox Church in Lopez, PA celebrated the Feast of St. Nicholas. 

Following the old tradition, they removed their shoes and left them 

near the door, to find them filled with goodies later on.
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SURPRISING NEIGHBORS ON SAINT NICHOLAS DAY • WILLIAMSPORT • 12/6/2015

After the Liturgy on St. Nicholas Day, youth, and others from  Holy Cross Orthodox Church in Williamsport, PA delivered gift baskets to 

some of our church neighbors and sang songs honoring the saint in what has become an annual tradition of sharing the life of St. Nicholas 

with others. Surprised residents appreciated seeing and hearing our children and were grateful for the unexpected visit!
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The New Testament Origins Of Church Structure

Jesus said to St. Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)

Jesus chose the twelve Apostles (Matthew 10:1-4) as His first co-workers. As the number of His followers increased, He appointed 

seventy more people to go ahead of Him, two by two, into every town and place where He was about to come. (Luke 10:1) After 

His Resurrection and Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the Day of Pentecost, the followers of 

Jesus Christ, who were called “People of the Way” (Acts 9:2) as well as Christians (Acts 11:26), grew in number. Again the multi-

faceted work of the Church was distributed among its members. The Apostles committed themselves to prayer and to the ministry 

of the word while the seven Deacons ministered to the practical needs of the developing Christian community (Acts 6:1-7).

In every century the Church has been challenged to seek appropriate ways to identify the needs of a given community. It has also 

been challenged to identify those whose spiritual gifts could be employed to meet these needs. The Church has been most effective 

when leaders and structures were selected that would best support the common life of the People of the Way as a dynamic spiritual 

movement in each locale at their time in history.

Group Ministry in an Orthodox Parish

A Parish Restructured
By Fr. Paul Kucynda

Volume II - 1999
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Our Parish’s Restructuring

A few years ago, we decided to review our life as a Christian community. Our review revealed that we were living in a way that 

could potentially foster competition or even division within our community. Our parish council, auditors, church school (both 

teachers and students), adult study group, choir, altar servers, readers and other groups were not perceived as integral parts of one 

whole. A unified self-perception was lacking.

We sought to involve more parishioners in our liturgical, educational, service and social activities. After much discussion and 

prayer, we established and developed our Parish Group Ministry Program. Our goal was to improve the liturgical, educational, 

service and social opportunities for all parishioners in an orderly and complimentary way. It was also an attempt to encourage more 

parishioners to dedicate more of their gifts and talents toward the building up of our parish community.

We commenced our restructuring by dividing our parish membership into small groups based on age and possible commonalties. 

After collecting the necessary data for each parishioner, particularly their date of birth, the individual groups were established. 

Currently, our Group Ministry Program consists of eight age groups: 8-13; 14-18; 19-25; 26-31; 32-41; 42-55; 56-70 and 71+. Each 

group has an American Saint as their patron to remind us of our call to succeed our predecessors in the Faith in firmly planting 

Orthodoxy in our region of America.

Accountability To The Parish Council

The Group Ministry Coordinator is a member of the Parish Council and reports regularly to the Council concerning the Program. 

The Coordinator also chairs the Group Ministry team which consists of the six group Leaders as well as the adults who minister 

to our children and teens.

Communications

The need to quickly and efficiently communicate with all parishioners is important to the functioning of any parish. Occasions arise 

when it is necessary to inform parishioners of an unexpected hospitalization and request for prayer, the death and funeral arrangements 

for one of our parishioners, or the birth of a newborn, as well as to remind everyone of a specific event or mid-week Feast Day.

The Group Ministry is one of eleven Ministries currently coordinated and supported by our Pastor and Parish Council. The 

other Ministries are: Liturgical, Church Services, Education, Youth and Young Adult, Human Services, Outreach, Stewardship, 

Administration, Buildings and Grounds, and Finance. The children who are younger than seven years of age are not formally included 

in this program. Currently music programs for toddlers to 4-year-olds and 5 to 7 year olds are offered by our Choir Director, and our 

church school program that begins with 4-year-olds serve as their peer groups.

The Group Ministry structure affords our parish the ability to contact our entire membership with important information by use 

of a telephone chain within an hour. The telephone chain is initiated by a call from the Pastor to the Group Ministry Coordinator, 

conveying the necessary information. The Group Ministry Coordinator relays the information to the Group Leaders, who in turn 

contact the “Telephone Communicators.” Telephone Communicators are volunteers who assist the Group Leader by making calls to 

5 to 7 parishioners each. An appropriate number of Telephone Communicators are pre-selected to efficiently reach all the parishioners 

within the Group Leader’s group.

The use of a telephone chain has provided our parish community with an added advantage by developing a bond between the 

Telephone Communicators and the people they call. Relationships developed in this way have become an unexpected gift for which 

we are thankful.

13



The Social Function Of The Group Ministry Program

Six of the groups have assumed responsibility for coordinating the Sunday Fellowship Hour that follows the Divine Liturgy. We have 

guest speakers during the year; the particular group serving as host for the month assumes responsibility for offering the hospitality. 

Each group is also responsible for coordinating annually at least one parish-inclusive or outreach event aimed at strengthening our 

common life. Additionally, the groups are encouraged to schedule activities at the church, in homes or in restaurants that serve to 

strengthen the bond among the members of their group.

Outreach To Newcomers

When a newcomer decides to become a member of our parish, an announcement is made at the conclusion of a Sunday Divine 

Liturgy. As an expression of our thanks to God and our desire to share our community life with them, they are recognized and 

“Many Years” is sung congregationally. At the Fellowship hour that follows, the new member is introduced to the Group Ministry 

Coordinator, who in turn introduces them to the Leader and members of the group most appropriate for them. Our Group Ministry 

Program, especially in regard to the integration of new parishioners, has proven over the years to be very fruitful.

Enrichment Program

A wonderful outcome of our Group Ministry Program has been the establishment of our Enrichment Program. These are study 

groups consisting of four to ten people who gather either in homes or at our church on a weekly basis for periods of seven to ten weeks. 

While most of the groups meet on weekday evenings, groups have also been held during daytime hours. This especially has been 

helpful for parishioners who are available while their children are in school or who do not like to travel at night. The facilitators for 

the Enrichment Program groups are competent and committed parishioners who work closely with the Group Ministry Coordinator 

and the Pastor. The Pastor, who ultimately is responsible for all parish education programs, selects materials appropriate for the groups. 

Groups often are given a choice of themes.

These study groups have proven effectual for integrating newcomers to our parish. In a wholesome and stimulating atmosphere, they 

can become a part of our community, get to know some parishioners rather well in a short period of time, and feel an essential bond 

that often determines how involved they will become in the future. Lasting friendships have developed that compare with the deep 

friendships that usually exist only while a parish is in its earliest stages of life.

As our parish has grown in age, with a constantly changing membership primarily due to job-related moves in and out of the area, 

it has been a challenge to maintain the closeness that is essential for a healthy parish. The study groups have given the participants 

an opportunity to know one another well enough to experience inclusivity and mutual support. We have found this to be especially 

important since most of our parishioners are scattered over a fifteen-mile radius of the church. This approach helps compensate for 

the absence of the fundamental support and interaction that would come naturally if we all lived within a few blocks of the church 

and each other.

Conclusion

Our Group Ministry Program has served our parish well. In spite of the constant number of people who move from the area and our 

parish each year, we have been able to integrate newcomers, experience a reasonable rate of growth, generate a high level of involvement 

and commitment, educate coming generations, and witness to the community about us. For this we are very honored and grateful.

Reprinted with permission from OCA Parish Ministry Resource Handbook 
Fr. Paul Kucynda is the Pastor of Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church in Wayne, New Jersey.✠ ✠
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM X2! 
EDWARDSVILLE • 2/7/2016

On Sunday, February 7, 2016, the faithful of St. John the 

Baptist Orthodox Church in Edwardsville, PA gathered for 

a Baptismal Liturgy. Twins Demiyana and Miriyana were 

received into the church by Fr. George Volkovinsky through 

the Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM • BERWICK 
2/21/2016

On Sunday, February 21, Natalia Elizabeth Demko was 

baptized and chrismated during Baptismal Divine Liturgy at 

Holy Annunciation Orthodox Church in Berwick. Natalia’s 

parents are Fr. Michael and Matushka Catherine Demko. Her 

Godparents are Tatiana Kessler and Tyler Demko.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
MOUNT CARMEL • 2/6/2016

Daniella Roper was Baptized by Father John Edward at St. 

Michael’s on February 6th and she was welcomed to the parish 

at Divine Liturgy on February 7th.

THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISMATION 
WILLIAMSPORT • 11/8/2015

The Holy Cross parish family rejoiced in sacramentally 

welcoming the newly-enlisted warrior for Christ, Michael 

(Brent) Fish, on Sunday, November 8, 2015: fittingly, the feast 

of the Archangel Michael and the Heavenly Powers. T
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The Holy Mysteries
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Holy Apostles Building Fund
Dearly beloved,

Holy Apostles is making tremendous progress in erecting their new worship space. Unfortunately, as with any construction there are 
unexpected expenses and delays that are quite costly. Any donations to move this project forward would be greatly appreciated. A 

gofundme account has been created to assist in this worthwhile endeavor.

visit the diocesan website (www.doepa.org) for a link,

or go to https://www.gofundme.com/j2rajtj9 to make a donation.

+ Mark


