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The Office of Young Adult Activities (OYAA) is entering its 10th year of operation and its 7th year as an 

established department of the Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania. The prayers, 

encouragement, and involvement of the clergy and people of our Diocese are vital to the success of our 

youth programs. Thank you for your continued support of our efforts. 
 

 

2015 Winter Teen Retreat 

The annual Winter Teen Retreat was held at the Trout Lake Retreat Center in Stroudsburg, PA, the 

weekend of February 6-8, 2015. There were 25 attendees at the 2015 event, including 20 students and 5 

adult chaperones. Our keynote speaker was Fr. Timothy Hojnicki (Holy Apostles, Mechanicsburg, PA). The 

teens were also visited by His Eminence, Archbishop Mark.  

 

Disappointingly, our attendance at the 2015 event was down 35% from the previous year. Several elements 

that were out of our control included a forced venue change due to our previous venue closing down, 

a restricted timeline in finding a new location, and an insurance-related delay impacting the beginning of our 

advertising campaign. These issues may have contributed to the decline in attendance. 

We have put in extra effort to return the 2016 Retreat back to a more robust number, which keeps the cost 

down for our participants, which in turn results in more participation. We have selected a more suitable 

location with more outdoor activities and fewer insurance-related restrictions. A more vigorous advertising 

schedule began in July 2015. 

The 2016 Winter Retreat will take place at Spruce Retreat Center in Canadensis, PA the weekend of 

February 26-28. Forms are available at www.ocayouth.org. Registration closes on January 31. 

 

St. Tikhon’s Summer Camp  

 

In October 2015, a suite of Summer Camp publications won a MarCom Gold Award for 

Integrated Marketing Strategy in an international design competition that recognizes 

outstanding creative achievement. We are pleased to enjoy this recognition from the Association 

of Marketing and Communication Professionals (AMCP). 

2015 Season  

The 44th season of St. Tikhon’s Summer Camp was held from July 5-11. A total of 105 campers ages 7-17 

came from across the country (and various jurisdictions) to participate in the program. Our hard-working 

staff of 53 adult volunteers helped make the event a success once again. 

 Our theme for the week was Saint Herman of Alaska: North Star of Christ’s Holy Church. Our youth 

education program remains under the direction of Anna Marie Black (Holy Trinity, Pottstown, PA).  

 Rev. Timothy Hojnicki was present as the Youth Chaplain for the week. His Eminence, Archbishop 

Michael (Diocese of NY/NJ) also visited with the campers this year. 

http://www.ocayouth.org/


 In addition to field games, boating, swimming, and arts & crafts, campers also had the opportunity 

to participate in iconography classes (Susan Shiposky; Holy Cross, Williamsport, PA) and ethnic 

dancing classes (Emilia Resanovic; Serbian Orthodox Monastery Marcha, Richfield, OH). 

 Forty-one of the 105 campers were in our separate Teen Camp program, led by John D. Bohush IV 

(St. Elia, Akron, OH).  

The 2016 season will take place July 3-9. Registration packets for campers and counselors will be 

available in late January at www.sttikhonscamp.org. 

 

 

How Can Parishes Support The Work of the OYAA? 
Here are two things your parish can do to help support attendance at Diocesan-wide events: 

1. Organize regular small events for the youths of your parish. Start small. Maybe it’s a monthly movie 

night. Maybe it’s a special breakfast at the church once a quarter. Get your kids together, ask them what 

they would like to do for fun, and then make it a regular thing. (The key there is involving them in the 

decision about what they would like to do together. The more they feel they have been a part of the 

decision, the more they will want to participate.) Fostering friendships at the parish level is a highly 

effective way to keep the kids coming back to church. 

 

2. Help us advertise our Diocesan-wide youth events, and encourage your youths to attend these 

events together. (When they know they will have a built-in friend, they will find it easier to attend an 

event away from home!) How will you know when our events are happening? We send mailings to every 

parish when it’s time to register for the Retreat or Camp. These mailings come in the form of a colorful 

postcard that can be posted on your parish bulletin board or shared in the weekly bulletin. You can also 

“Like” our page on Facebook to keep up with our activities and deadlines. 

http://www.sttikhonscamp.org/


St. Tikhon's Summer Camp
2015 Financial Statement

Item Estimated Budget Actual Cost Notes
Camp Yearly Operating Costs $29,410.00 $23,509.53
Camp Storage Building Project $23,229.92 Actualization of long term savings project
Fr John Bohush Memorial Grill Project $4,138.19 Paid for with funds donated in memory of Fr John Bohush

Total Budget 2015 Budget Actuals
$29,410.00 $23,509.53

2015 Special Projects Costs
$27,368.11

Checking Year Beginning Balance Income Camp Total Spending Checking Year End Balance
$37,898.93 $35,188.13 $50,877.64 $22,209.42




