
Diocesan Council Meeting  

24 October 2019 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Archbishop Mark who led an opening prayer. 

 Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted as written.  A motion to accept 

the minutes was made by Fr. Timothy Hojnicki and seconded by Sebastian Crews. 

 

 Archbishop Mark presented his report: 

o Progress has been made on the tax exempt status for the current residence 

in Bath, PA.  The chapel and the entirety of the basement offices have been 

declared tax exempt by the local zoning board.  Essentially, 13% of the 

assessed value of the structure is tax exempt meaning property taxes will be 

based on a taxable value of $79,000. 

o The mentoring program established by DOEPA continues and is receiving 

praise by all participants.  Parishes are even offering stipends for travel, 

lodging, etc.  Fr. Nicholas Solak stressed the need for formal structure with 

mentoring.  Written guidelines need to be established and shared with 

parishes and seminarians that participate in the program.  This will allow 

for good order and clearly define expectations and for all parties in the 

mentoring program. 

o The Diocesan Assembly is scheduled for 23 – 24 January 2020.  All reports 

for the assembly are due by 22 December 2019 so that they can be 

reviewed and posted on the DOEPA web site. 

 

 Chancellor’s Report – Fr. Martin Brown 

o Fr. Martin submitted a written report prior to the meeting.  All in 

attendance stated that they had reviewed the chancellor’s written report.  Fr. 

Martin did bring up additional points for discussion.  They were: 

 The need for a review of DOEPA parishes – are they active or 

receiving hospice care. 

 Review of Deanery geography. 

 The above points need to be discussed based on economic and 

demographic shifts taking place in northeastern Pennsylvania.  Older 

parishes in once thriving communities are now in decline.  What 

steps need to be taken – consolidation of parishes, closing of 



parishes, etc.  Are there communities where new parishes can be 

planted?  These situations will need to be addressed in either the 

short term or the long term and DOEPA needs to be prepared. 

 Fr. Martin also discussed the need for a multi-day clergy retreat that 

is completely away from parish life.  The focus should be on social 

interactions between brother priests.  There would be no liturgical 

responsibilities.  Some discussion ensued on how this would be 

accomplished and what “season” might be best to hold such a 

retreat.  No firm action was taken. 

 Fr. Seraphim Reynolds made a motion to accept the chancellors’ 

report; it was seconded by Fr. Nicholas Solak. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report – Mark Linnehan 

o Mark went over the financial reports that had been distributed prior to the 

meeting.  Several key points were discussed.  They were: 

 Current cash flow looked negative as $300,000 was inverted and 

appeared as an outflow of cash.  We still have the money; it’s 

currently being held by various investment funds.  A motion was 

made by Fr. Victor Gorodenchuk to accept the treasurer’s report and 

was seconded by Deacon John Shingara. 

 On the DOEPA books, St. Tikhon’s summer camp has $22,000.  The 

funds are in an unknown location.  Steps need to be taken to locate 

these funds.  No one is suggesting that anything improper has been 

done with the money.  Efforts need to be taken to locate these funds, 

establish an actual balance, and have the funds under the control of 

the diocese.  

 Fr. Timothy Hojnicki volunteered to reach out to the former 

camp staff as well as their successors to try and locate the 

funds.  

 

 Deanery Reports 

o Philadelphia Deanery – Fr. Victor Gorodenchuk 

 Clergy Picnic was very successful; perhaps the best attended clergy 

picnic in recent memory. 

 Fr. Barnabas Powell’s lecture was attended by 100 people. 

 On 7 December 2019 the local FOCA chapter will host a lecture by 

Fr. Dan Skvir. 



 The Philadelphia Clergy Brotherhood is trying to work out the 

Blessing of Water.  Either the Schuylkill River or the Delaware river 

will be blessed.  Details will be made available at a later date. 

 The Russian Mission at St. Stephen’s Cathedral continues to do well.  

The mission is looking into renting their own space in the 

community. 

 

o Frackville Deanery – Fr. Timothy Hojnicki 

 Holy Apostles Church in Mechanicsville, PA will be hosting Fr. 

Barnabas Powell for a lecture. 

 The parishes in Minersville, McAdoo, and St. Clair have no 

permanent priest.  Minersville and St. Clair will be splitting a priest 

through 31 December 2019.  The DOEPA will have to make a 

decision on which church to close.  Parishioners from St. Clair have 

traveled to Minersville to attend services. 

 Holy Ascension Church in Lykens has had no services since May 

and has sold the rectory.  Various references on the web list the 

church as being closed. 

 Holy Trinity Church in McAdoo had been being serviced by Fr. 

Siloan Burns about ½ of the time.  Fr. Siloan is in the mentorship 

program sponsored by DOEPA and is assigned to Holy Apostles 

Church in Mechanicsville.  St. Tikhon’s Seminary said that being in 

a mentorship program requires a mentor.  Fr. Siloan now serves full 

time in Mechanicsville fulfilling his mentorship program agreement.  

Efforts are being made to have a priest serve twice per month in 

McAdoo. 

 Fr. Timothy pointed out that DOEPA needs to have formal 

documentation on the closing of a parish.  Topics like the financial 

implications – both local and diocesan – for a closure need to be 

discussed and codified. 

 Abp. Mark, chancellor and deans to meet and decide a way forward 

on church closings. 

 

o Scranton Deanery – Fr. Nicholas Solak 

 Fr. Barnabas Powell will give 2 lectures in the deanery. 

 Fr. Innocent celebrated his 50th anniversary of ordination. 

 The Scranton Deanery has 3 open parishes: 

 Lopez is vacant but being served. 



 Uniondale – perpetually vacant. 

 St. John’s in Edwardsville is currently vacant but the parish is 

open to providing a housing allowance. 

 

 St. Tikhon’s Camp – Fr. Timothy Hojnicki 

o This past summer there were 99 Campers.  

o Councilors still need to be approved by Fr. Timothy. 

o There will be a winter youth retreat at Christ the Savior in Harrisburg.  Fr. 

Alrossi will be the speaker. 

 

 Youth Dialogue – Mark Linnehan 

o See attachments. 

o There was discussion on ways to use social media as an outreach.  A 

motion was made by Fr. Nicholas Solak and seconded by Fr. Seraphim 

Reynolds about having Mark talk to Matushka Amelia Shepherd about 

setting up an Instagram account for DOEPA for outreach. 

 

 50th Anniversary of Autocephaly – Fr. Timothy Hojnicki 

o The diocesan celebration for the 50th anniversary of autocephaly will take 

place on 7-9 August 2020.  Services will be at St. Herman of Alaska 

Church in Gradyville, PA. 

 7 August 2020 – Vespers 

 8 August 2020 - Divine Liturgy with reception to follow. 

 9 August 2020 – Liturgy in home parishes. 

 Overall budget to be determined. 

 

 New Business 

o Audit Procedures.  Sebastian Crews presented new audit procedures.  They 

were adapted from the OCA Diocese of Western Pennsylvania.  The 

documents have been given to the DOEPA audit committee. 

o March for Life – Pennsylvania.  On May 18, 2020 there will be a march for 

life in Harrisburg, PA.  with the rise of heartbeat bills across the US and 

growing grassroots support for the unborn, this first time march is looking 

to raise awareness for unborn rights in Pennsylvania.  With warmer weather 



it should be more attractive than the March for Life held in January in 

Washington DC.  We are looking for people to attend. 

 

 Charity - $1,000 to a local soup kitchen recommended by Attorney Fox.  Motion 

made by Mark Linnehan and seconded by Fr. Seraphim. 

 Next Meeting on December 10, 2019. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Protodeacon Peter Skoog 


