
 1 

PRIEST FUNERAL SERVICE 
PER OCA SYOSSET BOOK 

Deacon: Bless, Master. 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Choir:  

 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages.  Amen.  

O All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  Lord, cleanse us from our sins.  Master, pardon 

our transgressions.  Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages.  Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation.  But deliver us from evil. 

Priest: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory: of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir:  
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STASIS 1 – PRIESTS 
 

Priest: Blessed are Thou, O Lord. Teach me Thy statutes.  Blessed are those 

whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord.  Blessed are 

those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with their whole heart. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

 

Priest: Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all Thy 

commandments.  I will praise Thee with an upright heart, when I learn Thy 

righteous ordinances. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

Priest: With my whole heart I seek Thee.  Let me not wander from Thy 

commandments.  I have hidden Thy word in my heart, that I might not sin 

against Thee. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

Priest: Deal bountifully with Thy servant; give me life and I shall keep Thy word.  

Open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.  I am 

only a sojourner on earth; hide not Thy commandments from me. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

Priest: Make me understand the way of Thy precepts and I will meditate on Thy 

wondrous works.  I have chosen the way of truth.  I have not forgotten 

Thine ordnances.  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit. Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

Choir: Alleluia. 
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LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED 

Deacon: Again, and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Furthermore, we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

priest ________, departed this life and that he may be pardoned all his sins, both 

voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins let us 

entreat of Christ, our King immortal, and our God. 

Choir: Grant it O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who hast trampled down death, and overthrown 

the devil, and given life unto Thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord, give rest to the 

soul of Thy departed servant (Arch) priest ________, in a place of brightness, a 

place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all sickness, and sorrow, and 

sighing have fled away. Pardon every transgression committed, whether by word, 

or deed, or thought. For Thou art a good God, who lovest mankind; because there 

is no man who lives and sinneth not, for Thou only are without sin, and Thy 

righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy word is true: 

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and repose of Thy servant (Arch) 

priest ________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 

ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine All-

Holy, and Good, and life-creating spirit: Now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 
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STASIS 2 – PRIESTS 
 

Priest: Thy hands have made and fashioned me.  Give me understanding that I 

may learn Thy commandments. 

Choir: Have mercy upon Thy servant. 

 

Priest: Let Thy mercy come to me that I may live, for Thy law is my delight.  My 

soul languishes for Thy salvation.  I hope in Thy word. 

Choir: Have mercy upon Thy servant. 

Priest: In Thy steadfast love spare my life, that I may keep the commandments of 

Thy mouth.   If Thy law had not been my delight, I should have perished in 

my affliction.  I will never forget Thy precepts.  For by them Thou hast 

given me life. 

Choir: Have mercy upon Thy servant. 

Priest: I am Thine, save me.  For I have sought Thy precepts.  I have seen that all 

things come to an end, but Thy commandment alone is eternal.  How sweet 

are Thy words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

Choir: Have mercy upon Thy servant. 

Priest: Through Thy precepts I gain understanding.  Therefore I hate every false 

way.  Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.  I am sorely 

afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to Thy word.  Glory to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 

of ages.  Amen. 

Choir: Have mercy upon Thy servant. 
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LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED 

Deacon: Again, and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Furthermore, we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

priest ________, departed this life and that he may be pardoned all his sins, both 

voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins let us 

entreat of Christ, our King immortal, and our God. 

Choir: Grant it O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who hast trampled down death, and overthrown 

the devil, and given life unto Thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord, give rest to the 

soul of Thy departed servant (Arch) priest ________, in a place of brightness, a 

place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all sickness, and sorrow, and 

sighing have fled away. Pardon every transgression committed, whether by word, 

or deed, or thought. For Thou art a good God, who lovest mankind; because there 

is no man who lives and sinneth not, for Thou only are without sin, and Thy 

righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy word is true: 

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and repose of Thy servant (Arch) 

priest ________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 

ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine All-

Holy, and Good, and life-creating spirit: Now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 
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STASIS 3 – PRIESTS 
 

Priest: Look upon me and have mercy on me, as is Thy good pleasure toward 

those who love Thy name.  Order my steps according to Thy promise and 

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

 

Priest: Thy testimonies are righteous forever.  Give me understanding that I may 

live.  I cry with my whole heart.  Hear me, O Lord.  I will keep Thy 

statutes.  I cry to thee, save me, that I may observe Thy testimonies. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

Priest: I rise before dawn and cry for help.  I hope in Thy words.  My eyes are 

awake before the morning that I may meditate upon Thy promise.  Hear 

my voice according to Thy loving-kindness, O Lord, in Thy judgment give 

me life. 

Choir: Alleluia. 

Priest: Let Thy hand be near to save me, for I have chosen Thy precepts.  I long 

for Thy salvation, O Lord and Thy law is my delight.  I have gone astray 

like a lost sheep.  Seek Thy servant, for I have not forgotten Thy 

commandments.  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Choir: Alleluia. 
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EVLOGITARIA OF THE DEPARTED 

“BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD” 

(with Great Censing) 
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LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED 

Deacon: Again, and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Furthermore, we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

priest ________, departed this life and that he may be pardoned all his sins, both 

voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins let us 

entreat of Christ, our King immortal, and our God. 

Choir: Grant it O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who hast trampled down death, and overthrown 

the devil, and given life unto Thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord, give rest to the 

soul of Thy departed servant (Arch) priest ________, in a place of brightness, a 

place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all sickness, and sorrow, and 

sighing have fled away. Pardon every transgression committed, whether by word, 

or deed, or thought. For Thou art a good God, who lovest mankind; because there 

is no man who lives and sinneth not, for Thou only are without sin, and Thy 

righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy word is true: 

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and repose of Thy servant (Arch) 

priest ________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 

ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine All-

Holy, and Good, and life-creating spirit: Now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 
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KATHISMA HYMN - GIVE REST WITH THE JUST  -  (CHOIR) 
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EPISTLE READING 1 - (1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18) 

 

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest: Peace be with you all. 

Reader: And with thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon is in the sixth tone: Blessed is the way in which Thou 

shalt walk today O soul; for a place of rest is prepared for Thee.   

Choir: 

 

Verse: Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God.    (Choir sings prokeimenon) 

Reader: Blessed is the way which Thou shalt walk today O soul.     (Choir concludes) 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians. 

Deacon: Let us attend.       (lesser censing) 

Reader: Brethren.  I would not have you be ignorant concerning those who are 

asleep, lest you should grieve, even as others who have no hope.  For if we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, so with him God will bring those 

also who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  For this we say to you in the 

word of the Lord, that we who live, who survive until the coming of the 

Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord 

himself with cry of command, with voice of archangel, and with trumpet 

of God will descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ will rise up first.  

Then we who live, who survive, shall be caught up together with them in 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall ever be with the Lord. 
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Priest: Peace be unto you, reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  

Choir: 

 

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou has chosen and taken, O Lord. 

Choir: 
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GOSPEL READING 1  -  (JOHN 5:24 – 30) 

 

Deacon: Wisdom.  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 

 

Priest: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir: 

 

Deacon: Let us attend.   

Priest:  The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: Verily, verily, I say to 

you, he that hears my word, and believes in him that sent me, has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 

death unto life.   

Verily, verily, I say to you, the hour is coming and not is, when the dead 

shall hear the voice of the son of God: and they that hear shall live, for as 

the Father has life in himself; so has he given to the son to have life in 

himself; and has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he 

is the son of man.   

Marvel not at this: For the hour is coming, in which all that are in the 

graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, 

unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 

resurrection of damnation I can of my own self do nothing: As I hear, I 

judge: And my judgment is just; because I seek not my own will, but the 

will of the Father which has sent me. 

  



 20 

Choir: 

 

 

PRAYER 1 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: 

 

 

Priest: O Master, Lord our God, Who alone hast immortality and dwellest in light 

unapproachable, Who slayest and makest alive, Who castest down into hell 

and again raisest up; Thou Who in wisdom hast created man and returnest 

him to the earth again, exacting the spiritual debt: We beseech Thee, 

receive the soul of Thy servant, and grant him rest in the bosom of 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and give him the crown of Thy 

righteousness, the portion of the saved, in the glory of Thine elect.  And for 

those things which in this world he accomplished for Thy Name's sake, may 

he receive a rich reward in the mansions of the saints; through the grace and 

bounties and love toward mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PSALM 23 - CHOIR 
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Psalm 23 – page 2 
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Psalm 23 – page 3 
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EPISTLE 2 - (ROMANS 5:12-21) 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon in the sixth tone: Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen 

and taken, O Lord. 

Choir: 

 

Reader: Unto Thee, O God, belongeth song in Zion.  (Choir sings prokeimenon)  

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen.    (Choir concludes prokeimenon)  

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans. 

Deacon: Let us attend.  -   (lesser censing)  

Reader: Brethren.  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.  

For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is 

no law.  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 

who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of 

Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.   

But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense 

many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 

one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded too many.  And the gift is not like that 

which came through the one who sinned.   
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For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, 

but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.   

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more 

those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will 

reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.   

Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, 

resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the 

free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.  For as by one 

man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s 

obedience many will be made righteous.  Moreover the law entered that 

the offense might abound.  But where sin abounded, grace abounded 

much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign 

through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Priest: Peace be unto you reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   

Choir: 

 

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou has chosen and taken, O Lord. 

Choir: 
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GOSPEL 2 –  (JOHN 5:17-24) 

Deacon: Wisdom.  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 

 
Priest: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir: 

 

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest:  The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: But Jesus answered them, 

“My Father is working until now, and I am working.”  This was why the 

Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he 

breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making 

himself equal with God. 

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing.  For whatever the 

Father does, that the Son does likewise.  For the Father loves the Son and 

shows him all that he himself is doing.  And greater works than these will 

he show him, so that you may marvel.   

For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives 

life to whom he will.  The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 

to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.  

Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.   

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 

sent me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has passed 

from death to life. 
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Choir: 

 

 

PRAYER 2 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: 

 

Priest:  We give thanks unto Thee, O Lord our God, for Thou alone hast life 

immortal.  Thy glory is ineffable, Thy love toward mankind is unutterable, 

Thy kingdom never fails, and with Thee there is no respect of persons; for 

unto all men Thou hast appointed a common debt of life, whose measure 

must be fulfilled.  Therefore we entreat Thee, O Lord our God.  Give rest 

in the bosom of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob unto Thy servant, (Arch) 

Priest ____________, who was a priest and our fellow-minister, who has 

fallen asleep in the hope of resurrection unto life eternal.   

And as Thou didst appoint him to be a minister of Thy Church on earth, so 

also make him the same as Thy heavenly altar, O Lord.  As Thou hast 

adorned him with spiritual honor among men, so also receive him 

uncondemned into the glory of the angels.  Thou Thyself hast glorified his 

life upon the earth; in the same way, make glorious his departure from this 

life and his entrance among Thy saints, and number his soul with all those 

who from all ages have been well-pleasing in Thy sight.   

For Thou art the resurrection and the life and the repose of Thy servant, 

(Arch) Priest ___________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God and 

unto Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
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KATHISMA HYMN – “IN FAITH AND HOPE…” 
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EPISTLE 3 - (1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11) 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon in the sixth tone: Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen 

and taken, O Lord.  

Choir: 

 

Reader: His remembrance is from generation to generation.   (choir sings prokeimenon) 

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen.  (choir concludes prokeimenon) 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 

Corinthians.  

Deacon: Let us attend.    -   (lesser censing) 

Reader: Brethren.  Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 

saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed 

in vain. 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.   
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Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles. 

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I am the 

least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace toward me was not in vain.   

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 

but the grace of God that is with me.  Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 

Priest: Peace be unto you, reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   

Choir: 

 

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou has chosen and taken, O Lord.    

Choir: 
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GOSPEL 3 –  (JOHN 6:35-40) 

Deacon: Wisdom.  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 

 

Choir: And with thy spirit. 

Priest: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir: 

 

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest:  The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 

never thirst.  But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 

believe.  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes 

to me I will never cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, not to do 

my own will but the will of him who sent me.  And this is the will of him 

who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 

raise it up on the last day.  For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 

who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I 

will raise him up on the last day.” 
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Choir: 

 

 

PRAYER 3 

 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: 

 

Priest:  O Lord of Hosts, who art the consolation of the afflicted, the comfort of 

those who mourn, and the support of all those who are fainthearted: 

Comfort, through Thy loving kindness, those who are distressed with 

weeping for him who has fallen asleep, and heal every pain that weighs on 

their hearts.  And give rest in Abraham’s bosom unto Thy servant, (Arch) 

Priest _______, who has fallen asleep in the hope of resurrection unto life 

eternal.  For Thou art the resurrection and the life and the repose of Thy 

servant, (Arch) Priest _______, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 

ascribe glory, with Thy Father who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy 

and good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  

Amen. 
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TROPARIA - “MY BELOVED BRETHREN” - CHOIR 
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EPISTLE 4 - (1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-29) 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon in the sixth tone: His soul shall dwell, with the blessed.     

Choir: 

 

Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry.  Despise me not, O Lord, my strength.                            
(choir sings prokeimenon)  

Reader: His soul shall dwell.    (choir concludes prokeimenon)  

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 

Corinthians.  

Deacon: Let us attend.  -   (lesser censing)   

Reader: Brethren.  But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 

of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death, by a man has 

come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 

Christ shall all be made alive.   

But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to 

God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.   

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death.  For “God has put all things in subjection 

under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain 

that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him.  When all 

things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to 

him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If 

the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 
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Priest: Peace be unto you, reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   

Choir: 

 

Reader: Blessed is the man that fears the Lord. 

Choir: 
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GOSPEL 4  –  (JOHN 6:40-44) 

Deacon: Wisdom.  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 

 
Priest: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir: 

 
Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest:  The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: For this is the will of my 

Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should 

have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that 

came down from heaven.”  They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 

whose father and mother we know?  How does he now say, ‘I have come 

down from heaven’?”  Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among 

yourselves.  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 

him.  And I will raise him up on the last day. 

Choir: 
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THE BEATITUDES 

 

Continue next page  -> 
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Priest: When Adam of old ate of the tree which was for food, he was 

driven out of Paradise.  But when the thief, as he hung upon the 

cross, confessed Thee to be God, he was made of citizen of 

Paradise.  And we, who have been saved by Thy Passion, O 

Master, imitating the thief, with faith cry out: Remember us also, 

when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quickly, continue next page  -> 
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Continue next page  -> 
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Priest:  Paul, the all-wise, clearly foretold translation hence, teaching all men that 

the dead shall rise again incorruptible, and we shall all be changed by 

divine command.  Then shall the trumpet ring out with dreadful alarm, and 

they who in all the ages have gone unto their rest shall arise from their 

sleep.  But grant rest with Thy saints, O God, unto him whom Thou hast 

taken. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Without seed, O Lady, you supernaturally conceived in your womb the 

God who was before all the ages, and bore Him in the flesh, both God and 

man, without change of essence, and with essence still unmingled.  

Therefore we always acknowledge you as Theotokos, and unto the God 

who was born of you we cry with faith: Remember us also in Thy 

Kingdom. 
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EPISTLE 5 - (ROMANS 14:6-9) 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Reader: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon in the sixth tone: Bless is he whom Thou hast chosen 

and taken, O Lord.  (choir sings prokeimenon)  

Choir: 

 

Reader: His soul shall dwell with the blessed.  (choir sings prokeimenon)  

Reader: Bless is he whom Thou hast chosen.  (choir concludes prokeimenon)  

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans.  

Deacon: Let us attend.  -   (lesser censing)   

Reader:  Brethren.  The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the 

Lord.  The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks 

to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 

gives thanks to God.  For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies 

to himself.  For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  

For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of 

the dead and of the living.   
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Priest: Peace be unto you, reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.   

Choir: 

 

Reader: Bless is he whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord. 

Choir: 
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GOSPEL 5  –  (JOHN 6:48-54) 

 

Deacon: Wisdom.  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 

 
 

Priest: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir: 

 

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest:  The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: I am the bread of life.  

Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  This is the 

bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  

I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  If anyone eats of this 

bread, he will live forever.  And the bread that I will give for the life of the 

world is my flesh.” 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man 

give us his flesh to eat?”  So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have 

no life in you.  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 

life, and I will raise him up on the last day.  
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Choir: 

 

 

PSALM 51 – READER 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your great mercy; according to the 

multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out all my transgressions.  Wash me 

thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against You, You only have I sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight, so 

that You are justified in Your sentence and blameless in Your judgment.  Behold I 

was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Behold, You 

desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.   

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow.  Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which You have broken rejoice.  

Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from 

Your presence, and take not Your holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of 

Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  Then I will teach 

transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You.  

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, God of my salvation, and my tongue will 

sing aloud of Your deliverance.  O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall show 

forth Your praise.  For You have no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt 

offering, you would not be pleased.   

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 

God, you will not despise.  Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure; rebuild the 

walls of Jerusalem, then will You delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings; then 

bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
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CANON – HEIRMOS’ 

 

ODE 1  
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  O Word, graciously grant that Thy servant may stand in holiness with 

Thine elect on Thy right hand, in the hope of the resurrection from the 

dead.  For this we fervently entreat Thee with voices of praise, O Thou 

who lovest mankind. 

Priest:  

 

 

Choir:  
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ODE 3 
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  There is no one on earth who does not sin, O Word.  Accept, therefore 

the petition of us humble ones; and pardon and remit all the iniquities of 

Thy servant, O Savior. 

 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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KATHISMA HYMN (SEDALEN)  

“TRULY ALL THINGS ARE VANITY”  
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ODE 4  
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  O Christ – Master, Savior, tenderly compassionate – mercifully grant 

Thy mansions of light unto this Thy servant, who through repentance 

before he died burned before Thee as a shining light. 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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ODE 5  
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  In the assembly of the elect, amidst the delights of Paradise, establish, 

O Bountiful One, the faithful servant whom Thou hast taken from us.  

For Thou hast appointed divinely inspired repentance unto all us sinful 

mortals, O our Savior.  Forasmuch as Thou art the Lord, graciously 

grant also unto this man Thy heavenly Kingdom. 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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ODE 6 
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  Death and the grave await us, and the judgment which shall reveal all 

deeds. From this deliver Thy servant whom Thou hast taken hence, O 

Thou Who lovest mankind. 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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KONTAKION AND OIKOS - “WITH THE SAINTS GIVE REST”  

 

(with Great Censing) 
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OIKOS - CONTINUED 

 

Priest:  In thought I beg you: hearken to me, for with difficulty I announce these 

things.  For your sakes I have moaned; perhaps it may profit one of you.  

But when you sing these words, make mention now and then of me whom 

you once knew.  For often have we walked together and together in the 

house of God have sung: 

Choir:  

 

Priest:  Lo, now we behold him who lies here, but shall never lie before us 

anymore.  Lord, already his tongue is stilled.  And lo, his mouth has 

ceased to speak.  Farewell, O my friends, my children.  Farewell, O 

brethren.  Farewell, O my comrades, for I go forth upon my way.  But 

make commemoration of me with the song. 

Choir:  

  



 60 

Priest:  Let us all be consumed with tears when we behold these earthly remains 

stretched out, when we all draw near to kiss them and perhaps utter words 

like these: Lo, you have abandoned us who love you.  You speak no 

longer with us, O friend.  Why do you not speak as you once did?  Why 

do you hold your peace who used to say with us: 

Choir:  

 

Priest:  We are inflamed with ecstasy if we but hear that there is light eternal in 

that place – the fountain of our life, everlasting joy, that paradise in 

which the souls of all the righteous ones rejoice.  Let all of us also enter 

into Christ, that all of us may thus cry to God:  

Choir:  

 

Priest:  O all-holy Virgin, who unwedded brought forth the Light Ineffable: I 

beseech you, beg you, and entreat you without ceasing: Implore the Lord 

perpetually for your servant who has fallen asleep, O most pure one; so 

that there he may find remission of his iniquities on the Day of Judgment.  

For you, O Lady, have boldness ever to beseech your Son: 

Choir:  
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ODE 7 
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  From the fires of Hell and the dread sentence of condemnation deliver 

Thy servant whom Thou hast now taken hence, O Christ, for-as-much as 

Thou lovest mankind and grant that he may sing unto Thee: Blessed art 

Thou, O God our Redeemer. 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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ODE 8 
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Priest:  

 
 

Reader:  O joy of the righteous, which they shall receive when the Judge shall 

come.  For a mansion is prepared for them, and Paradise and all Christ’s 

Kingdom.  In it establish your servant, O Christ, making him glad with 

the saints forever. 

Priest:  

 
 

Choir:  
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ODE 9 
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Priest:  

 

Reader:  Do not lament, all you who have died in the faith.  For our sake Christ 

has endured the flesh, the cross and the grave, making children of 

immortality all those who cry aloud unto Him: Enter not into judgment 

with your servant, O Lord. 

Priest:  

 

Choir:  
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LITANY FOR THE DEPARTED 

Deacon: Again, and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: Furthermore, we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

Priest ______, departed this life and that he may be pardoned all his sins, both 

voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins let us 

entreat of Christ, our King immortal, and our God. 

Choir: Grant it O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest:  O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who hast trampled down death, and overthrown 

the devil, and given life unto Thy world: Do Thou, the same Lord, give rest to 

the soul of Thy departed servant (Arch) Priest ______, in a place of brightness, a 

place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all sickness, and sorrow, and 

sighing have fled away.  Pardon every transgression committed, whether by 

word, or deed, or thought.  For Thou art a good God, who lovest mankind; 

because there is no man who lives and sinneth not, for Thou only are without sin, 

and Thy righteousness is to all eternity, and Thy word is true: 

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and repose of Thy servant (Arch) 

Priest __________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 

ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine All-

Holy, and good, and life-creating spirit: Now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 
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EXAPOSTILARION – “NOW I AM AT REST” 
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THE PRAISES 

Reader: 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the heights.  Praise Him, all His 

angels; praise Him, all His host. 

Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars.  Praise Him, you 

highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

Let them praise the name of the Lord.  For he commanded and they were created.  

And He established them for ever and ever.  He fixed their bounds which cannot be 

passed.  

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow 

and frost, stormy wind fulfilling His command. 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars.  Beasts and all cattle, creeping 

things and flying birds. 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth.  Young men 

and maidens together, old men and children. 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted.  His glory is 

above earth and heaven. 

He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His saints, for the people of 

Israel who are near Him. Sing to the Lord a new song.  His praise in the assembly 

of the faithful.  Let Israel be glad in his Maker, let the sons of Zion rejoice in their 

King. 

Let them praise His name with dancing, making melody to Him with timbrel and 

lyre. 

For the Lord takes pleasure in His people. He adorns the humble with victory. 

Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches.  Let the high 

praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, to wreak 

vengeance on the nations and chastisement on the peoples, to bind their kings with 

chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, to execute on them the judgment 

written.  This is the glory for all His faithful ones.  

Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty firmament. 

Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him according to His exceeding 

greatness.  

Praise Him with trumpet sound, praise him with lute and harp. 
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Reader: Praise Him with timbrel and dance.  Praise Him with strings and pipe.  
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Reader: Praise him with sounding cymbals.  Praise him with loud clashing 

cymbals.  Let every breath praise the Lord. 
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Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

  



 74 

THE LESSER DOXOLOGY – READER 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise Thee. We bless Thee.  We worship Thee.  We give thanks to Thee for 

Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who takest away the sins of the 

world, have mercy on us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us. 

For Thou alone art holy, Thou alone art Lord, Thou only, O Jesus Christ, art most 

high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Every day will I give thanks to Thee and praise Thy name forever and ever. 

Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from generation to generation. 

I said, Lord be merciful to me, heal my soul for I have sinned against Thee. Lord, I 

flee unto Thee. 

Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God. 

For with Thee is the foundation of life, and in Thy light shall we see light. O 

continue forth Thy mercy unto those who know Thee. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord God 

of our fathers, and praised and glorified be Thy name forever.  Amen. 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord be upon us, as we have set our hope on Thee. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes. 

Blessed art Thou, O Master, make me to understand Thy commandments. 

Blessed art Thou, O Holy One, enlighten me with Thy precepts. 

Thy mercy, O Lord, endures forever, O despise not the works of Thy hands. 

To Thee belongs worship. To Thee belongs praise.  To Thee belongs glory: to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  

Amen. 
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STICHERA FOR THE DEPARTED BY SAINT JOHN OF DAMASCUS  
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Reader: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
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Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
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PSALM 91 (92) - READER: 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy name, O Most High; to 

declare Thy steadfast love in the morning, and Thy faithfulness by night, to the 

music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.  

For Thou, O Lord, hast made me glad by Thy work; at the works of Thy hands I 

sing for joy. How great are Thy works, O Lord. Thy thoughts are very deep.  The 

dull man cannot know, the dumb cannot understand this: that, though the wicked 

sprout like grass and all evildoers flourish, they are doomed to destruction forever, 

but Thou, O Lord, art on high forever.   

For lo, Thy enemies, O Lord, for lo, Thy enemies shall perish; all evildoers shall be 

scattered.  But Thou hast exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; Thou hast 

poured over me fresh oil.  My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies, my ears 

have heard the doom of my evil assailants. The righteous flourish like the palm 

tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  They are planted in the house of the Lord, 

they flourish in the courts of our God. They still bring forth fruit in old age, they 

are ever full of sap and green, to show that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and 

there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen. 

O All-Holy Trinity have mercy on us.  Lord, wash away our sins.  Master, pardon 

our transgressions.  Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

Priest: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: 
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TROPARION – “WITH THE SOULS” – CHOIR 
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AUGMENTED LITANY 

Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to thy great mercy, we beseech 

Thee, hearken and have mercy. 

Choir:  

 
Deacon: Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

Priest ________, departed this life: and that he may be pardoned all his 

sins, both voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir:  

 
Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir:  

 
Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins, 

let us entreat of Christ, our king, immortal and our God. 

Choir:  
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir:  

 
Priest:  O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who has trampled down death, and 

overthrown the devil, and given life unto thy world: Do Thou, the same 

Lord, give rest to the soul of thy departed servant (Arch) Priest ______, in 

a place of brightness, a place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all 

sickness, sorrow and sighing have fled away.  Pardon every transgression 

which he has committed, whether by word, or deed, or thought.  For Thou 

art a good God, and lovest mankind, because there is no man who lives and 

sins not; for Thou only are without sin, and thy righteousness is to all 

eternity, and thy word is true.  

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and the repose of thy 

servant (Arch) Priest __________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our 

God, and unto Thee do we ascribe glory, together with thy Father, who is 

from everlasting, and thine all-holy, and good, and life-creating spirit: now 

and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir:  
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DISMISSAL 

Deacon: Wisdom.  

Priest: Most holy Theotokos, save us. 

Choir: 

 
Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, and our sure hope, glory to Thee. 

Choir:  

 
Master, bless. 
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Priest: May he who arose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the prayers of his 

all-pure mother, and of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our holy 

and God bearing father, and of all the saints; establish the soul of his servant 

(Arch) Priest ______, who has been taken from us, in the mansions of the 

righteous, give him rest in Abraham’s bosom, and number him among the just; 

and have mercy on us for-as-much as he is good and loves mankind. 

Choir:  

 
Priest: Grant eternal rest in blessed repose, O Lord, to thy servant, (Arch) Priest 

__________, who has fallen asleep, and make his memory to be eternal. 

Choir: 

 
Choir: 
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PRAYER OF ABSOLUTION 

 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir:  

 

 

Bishop or senior priest: O our Lord Jesus Christ, by His divine grace, as also by 

the gift and power vouchsafed unto His Holy Disciples and Apostles, that they 

should bind and loose the sins of men: For he said to them: Receive ye the Holy 

Spirit: Who so ever sins ye remit, they are remitted.  And who so ever sins ye 

retain they are retained.  And what so ever ye shall bind of loose upon the earth 

shall be bound or loosed also in heaven. 

By the same power, also, transmitted unto us from them, this my spiritual brother, 

(Arch) Priest __________, is absolved through me, unworthy though I be, from all 

things wherein as mortal, he has sinned against God, whether in word, or deed, or 

thought, and with all his senses, whether voluntary or involuntary: whether with 

knowledge or through ignorance.   

If he be under the ban or excommunication of a bishop or a priest; or has sinned an 

oath; or has been bound, as man, by any sins what so ever, but has repented him 

thereof, with contrition of heart: he is now absolved from all those faults and 

bonds. 

May all those things which have proceeded from the weakness of his mortal nature 

unto him: Through His loving kindness; through the prayers of our most holy, and 

blessed, and glorious lady, the mother of our Lord and ever-virgin Mary; of the 

Holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles and of all the Saints.  Amen. 

Blessing of the Casket  

(Taking holy water, the casket is sprinkled by the Bishop or Senior Priest saying:) 

This casket is blessed and sanctified through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The faithful will now proceed for “The Last Kiss” 
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AT THE DIVINE LITURGY 

 

TROPARION - TONE 8 
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 89 

EPISTLE READING FOR THE DEPARTED  (1 CORINTHIANS 15:47-57) 

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Priest: Peace be with you all. 

Reader: And with thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The prokeimenon is in the sixth tone: His soul shall dwell with the blessed.  

Choir: 

 

Verse: To Thee, O Lord, have I lifted up my soul.     (Choir sings prokeimenon) 

Reader: His soul shall dwell.         (Choir concludes) 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Reader: Brethren: The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is 

the Lord from heaven.  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 

made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are 

heavenly.  And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 

also bear the image of the heavenly Man.  Now this I say, brethren, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption 

inherit incorruption.  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 

but we shall all be changed- in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this 

corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 

"Death is swallowed up in victory."  O Death, where is your sting? O 

Hell, where is your victory?  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of 

sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Priest: Peace be unto you, reader. 

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

Reader: Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord, his 

remembrance is from generation to generation.   

 

Reader: His soul shall dwell with the blessed.   
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GOSPEL READING - (JOHN 6:48-54) 

 

Priest: Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel, peace be unto all. 

Choir:  

 

Priest: The lesson is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  

Choir:  

Priest:  Let us attend: The Lord said to the Jews which came unto him: I 

am the bread of life. 
  
Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are 

dead.  This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat 

of it and not die.  I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If 

anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall 

give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”   

The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this 

Man give us His flesh to eat?”  Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I 

say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 

you have no life in you.  Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  

Choir: 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

Blessed is he whom Thou hast chosen and taken, O Lord, his remembrance is from 

generation to generation.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
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EPISTLE READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Saturday: (1 Thessalonians 4: 13 – 17) – Funeral Services 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe 

that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 

bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 

are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 

asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 

first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Monday: (Romans 14:6-9) 

He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the 

day, to the Lord he doth not regard it.  He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he 

giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God 

thanks.  For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.  For whether 

we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 

we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.  For to this end Christ both died, and 

rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 
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EPISTLE READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Tuesday: (1 Corinthians 15: 39-57) 

All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh 

of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.  There are also celestial bodies, 

and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the 

terrestrial is another.  There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 

and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.  So 

also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 

incorruption: 

It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 

power:  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 

body, and there is a spiritual body.  And so it is written, The first man Adam was 

made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.  Howbeit that was 

not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is 

spiritual.  The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from 

heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 

such are they also that are heavenly.  And as we have borne the image of the 

earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  Now this I say, brethren, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 

incorruption.   

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 

sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.   

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 

mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 

is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 

where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  



 95 

EPISTLE READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Wednesday: (2 Corinthians 5: 1-10) 

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 

building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  For in this 

we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from 

heaven:  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.  For we that are in 

this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but 

clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.  Now he that hath 

wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest 

of the Spirit.  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at 

home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:  (For we walk by faith, not by 

sight:)  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and 

to be present with the Lord.  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, 

we may be accepted of him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 

hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Thursday: (1 Corinthians 15: 20 – 28) 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  For 

as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man in his 

own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.  

Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 

the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For 

he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall 

be destroyed is death.  For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith 

all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all 

things under him.  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 

Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may 

be all in all. 
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EPISTLE READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Friday: (1 Corinthians 15: 46 – 57) 

Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and 

afterward that which is spiritual.  The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second 

man is the Lord from heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: 

and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  And as we have borne 

the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  Now this I 

say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot* inherit the kingdom of God; neither 

doth corruption inherit incorruption.  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not 

all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible 

shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 

shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 

victory.  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of 

death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which giveth 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Tuesday and Saturday: (John 5: 24- 30) – Funeral Service 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 

sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 

from death unto life.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.  

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in 

himself; and hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the 

Son of man.  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in which all that are in the 

graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 

the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 

damnation.  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment 

is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent 

me. 

Monday: (John 5:17-24) 

But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.  Therefore the 

Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but 

said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.  Then answered 

Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of 

himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these 

also doeth the Son likewise.  For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 

things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye 

may marvel.  For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so 

the Son quickeneth whom he will.  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 

committed all judgment unto the Son:  That all men should honour the Son, even 

as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 

which hath sent him.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 

believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 

condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
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GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Tuesday: (John 5: 24- 30) 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 

sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 

from death unto life.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.  

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in 

himself; and hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the 

Son of man.  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in which all that are in the 

graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 

the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 

damnation.  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment 

is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent 

me. 

Wednesday: (John 6:35-39) 

And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 

hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.  But I said unto you, that ye 

also have seen me, and believe not.  All that the Father giveth me shall come to 

me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  For I came down from 

heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.  And this is the 

Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 

nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

Thursday: (John 6:40-44) 

And this is the will of him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and 

believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down 

from heaven.  And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 

mother we know? How is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven?  Jesus 

therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves.  No man 

can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise 

him up at the last day. 

  



 99 

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE DEPARTED 

 

Friday: (John 6:48-54) 

I am that bread of life.  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  

This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and 

not die.  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eats of 

this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I 

will give for the life of the world.  The Jews therefore strove among themselves, 

saying, how can this man give us his flesh to eat?  Then Jesus said unto them, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 

his blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 

hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
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AT THE CEMETERY 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. O All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse 

us from our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions. Holy One, visit and heal our 

infirmities for Thy name’s sake Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have 

mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation. But deliver us from evil. 

Priest: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory: of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 

With the Souls of the Righteous - tone 4 

With the souls of the righteous departed, give rest to the soul of thy servant O 

Savior, preserving it in the blessed life which is with Thee, who lovest mankind. In 

the place of thy rest, O Lord, where all thy saints repose, give rest also to the soul 

of thy servant, for Thou only lovest mankind. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit, Thou art God who descended into hell, and loosed the bonds 

of captives; thyself give rest also the soul of thy servant.  Now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. O virgin, alone pure and blameless who didst bear God 

without seed, intercede that the soul of thy servant may be saved. 
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LITANY 

Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to thy great mercy, we beseech 

Thee, hearken and have mercy. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3 times) 

Deacon: Again we pray for the repose of the soul of the servant of God, (Arch) 

Priest ________, departed this life: and that he may be pardoned all his 

sins, both voluntary and involuntary. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3 times) 

Deacon: That the Lord God will establish his soul where the just repose. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3 times) 

Deacon: The mercies of God, the kingdom of heaven, and the remission of his sins, 

let us entreat of Christ, our king, immortal and our God. 

Choir: Grant it, O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest:  O God of spirits, and of all flesh, who has trampled down death, and 

overthrown the devil, and given life unto thy world: Do Thou, the same 

Lord, give rest to the soul of thy departed servant (Arch) Priest ______, in 

a place of brightness, a place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all 

sickness, sorrow and sighing have fled away. Pardon every transgression 

which he has committed, whether by word, or deed, or thought. For Thou 

art a good God, and lovest mankind, because there is no man who lives and 

sins not; for Thou only are without sin, and thy righteousness is to all 

eternity, and thy word is true.  

Exclamation: For Thou art the resurrection, and the life, and the repose of thy 

servant (Arch) Priest __________, who has fallen asleep, O Christ our God, 

and unto Thee do we ascribe glory, together with thy Father, who is from 

everlasting, and thine all-holy, and good, and life-creating spirit: now and 

ever and unto ages of ages. 

Choir: Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Deacon: Wisdom.  

Priest: Most holy Theotokos, save us. 

Choir: More honorable than the Cherubim and beyond compare more glorious than 

the Seraphim, Thou who without defilement gave birth to God, the word, 

true Theotokos we magnify Thee. 

Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, and our sure hope, glory to Thee. 

Choir: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have 

mercy.  Master (Father), bless. 

Priest: May he who arose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the prayers 

of his all-pure mother, and of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of 

our holy and God bearing father, and of all the saints; establish the soul of 

his servant (Arch) Priest ______, who has been taken from us, in the 

mansions of the righteous, give him rest in Abraham’s bosom, and number 

him among the just; and have mercy on us for-as-much as he is good and 

loves mankind. 

Choir: Amen. 

 

 

Priest: Grant eternal rest in blessed repose, O Lord, to thy servant, (Arch) Priest 

__________, who has fallen asleep, and make his memory to be eternal. 

 

Choir: Memory eternal.  Memory eternal.  Memory eternal. 

 

Choir: His soul shall dwell, with the blessed. 

 


