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✠

Ordination to the 
Holy Diaconate

The Ordination to the holy Diaconate occurs at the Divine Liturgy be-
tween And the mercies of our great God and Savior… and the Litany 
Having remembered all the saints… At the Liturgy of the Presanc-
tified Gifts the ordination takes place after the Great Entrance and 
Prayer of Saint Ephrem and before the Litany Let us complete our 
evening prayer…

The servers place a chair at the northwest corner of the holy table, 
turned at an angle so that the bishop will not sit with his back to the 
Holy Gifts. 

The bishop, in small omophorion and miter, sits down.
Two subdeacons go to the middle of the Church and hold the can-

didate between them, with one hand on his neck and the other on his 
arm. They turn him to the west and bow him down as far as he can 
go, while one of the subdeacons says Command! Then they turn him 
to the east and bring him forward somewhat, to the foot of the soleas. 
They bow him down again and the other subdeacon says Command! 
They raise him and bring him up the stairs of the soleas. They bring 
him as far as the holy doors and they themselves enter the sanctuary 
through the deacon’s doors. The protodeacon and another deacon take 
the candidate through the royal doors. The protodeacon says:

1 Or, according to the older practice, one of the deacons in the sanctuary.
2 Or another deacon in the sanctuary.

He sits.
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Protod’n:  Command, [most blessed] master!

And both deacons bow the candidate down before the bishop, who 
makes the sign of the Cross and offers his right hand to be kissed. 

Then, while all in the sanctuary sing the following hymns, the can-
didate is taken by the protodeacon around the altar.

tone seven
O holy martyrs, who fought the good fight and have received your 
crowns: entreat ye the Lord that he will have mercy on our souls.

This is repeated by the choir outside the sanctuary. When the can-
didate has been brought back to the front of the altar, he prostrates 
before the altar and then kneels and kisses the bishop’s hand and his 
knee, on the end of the omophorion. 

When the choir outside has finished, the first deacon leads the can-
didate around the altar the second time, and the clergy sing:

same tone
Glory to thee, O Christ God: the Apostles’ boast, the martyrs’ joy, 
whose preaching was the Consubstantial Trinity.

This is repeated by the choir outside the sanctuary. When the can-
didate has been brought back to the front of the altar, he again pros-
trates before the altar, then kneels and kisses the bishop’s hand and the 
epigonation. 

When the singers outside have finished, the second deacon leads 
the candidate around the altar the third time, and the clergy sing:

tone five

Rejoice, O Isaiah! A Virgin is with child, and shall bear a Son, Em-
manuel, both God and man; and Orient is His Name, whom magnify-
ing we call the Virgin blessed.
1 This is commonly sung in Tone Seven as well.

He 
blesses the 
candidate.

His 
hand and 
omophorion 
are kissed.

His 
hand and 
epigonation 
are kissed.
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And the singers outside repeat the same. Upon returning to the 
front of the altar the third time, the candidate prostrates before the 
bishop, who stands up. 

The bishop and the candidate stand before the holy table, the can-
didate to the bishop’s right, and they bow three times saying, O God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Then the candidate kneels – only on his right knee – at the southwest 
corner of the altar, placing the palms of his hands on the altar in the 
form of a cross. He lays his forehead upon his hands.

The protodeacon removes the bishop’s miter.
The bishop places the end of the omophorion on the candidate’s 

head and blesses his head three times with his right hand. 

When the singers outside have finished, the protodeacon exclaims:

Protod’n: Let us attend!

The bishop, keeping his hand on the head of the candidate, says:

The grace divine which always heals that 
which is infirm and completes that which is want-

ing, elevates, through the laying-on of hands, the most 
devout subdeacon N. to be a deacon. Wherefore, let 
us pray for him, that the grace of the All-holy Spirit 
may come upon him.
Clergy:  Lord, have mercy. (thrice)

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. (thrice)

Protod’n:  Let us pray to the Lord.

1 It is customary for the clergy and singers to make their response in Greek.

He stands 
up.

Three bows.

His miter is 
removed

Omophorion
✠ thrice

Hand
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The bishop again blesses the candidate’s head three times, while con-
tinuing to hold his left hand on the candidate’s head. He prays:

O  Lord our God, who by thy foreknowledge 
dost send down the fullness of the Holy Spir-

it upon those who are ordained by thine inscrutable 
power to be thy servitors, and to administer thy spot-
less mysteries: do thou, the same Master preserve 
also this man whom thou hast been pleased to ordain, 
through me, by the laying-on of hands, to the service 
of the Diaconate, in all soberness of life, holding the 
mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Vouchsafe 
unto him the grace which thou didst grant to Stephen 
thy first Martyr, whom also thou didst call to be the 
first in the work of thy ministry, and make him wor-
thy to administer after thy pleasure the degree which 
it has seemed good to thee to confer upon him. For 
they who minister well prepare for themselves a good 
degree. And manifest him as wholly thy servant; For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Protod’n:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy:  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray 
to the Lord. R.̆∕

✠ thrice
Hand
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For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy church-
es of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, reverence, 
and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For our Bishop N. of N., for his priesthood, assistance, continuance, 
peace, health, and salvation, and for the works of his hands, let us pray 
to the Lord. R.̆∕

For the servant of God N., now receiving the ordination to be a 
deacon, and for his salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

That the God who loves mankind may grant him a pure and blame-
less diaconate, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for the 
armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For this city (or holy habitation), for every city and country, and for 
the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the suffer-
ing; for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and necessity, 
let us pray to the Lord. R.̆∕

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by thy 
grace. R.̆∕

Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glo-
rious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our 
God. Clergy: To thee, O Lord.

And the bishop, keeping his hand on the head of the ordinand, says:Hand
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O  God our Savior, who by thine incorrupt-
ible voice didst appoint unto thine apostles the 

law of the diaconate, and didst manifest the first mar-
tyr Stephen to be of that rank, proclaiming him the 
first who should exercise the office of a deacon, as it 
is written in thy Holy Gospel: ‘Whosoever desires to 
be first among you, let him be your servant,’ do thou, 
O Master of all, fill also this thy servant, whom thou 
hast graciously permitted to enter upon the ministry 
of a deacon, with all faith and love and power and ho-
liness through the inspiration of thy holy and Life-
giving Spirit. For not through the laying-on of my 
hands, but through the visitation of thy rich bounties, 
is grace bestowed upon thy worthy ones; that he, be-
ing devoid of all sin, may stand blameless before thee 
in the fearful Day of thy Judgment, and receive the 
unfailing reward of thy promise. 

for thou art our god, and unto thee are 
due all glory, honor, and worship: to the Father and 
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.
Clergy: Amen.

The protodeacon puts the miter on the bishop’s head.
The new deacon is raised up and his orarion is taken off him. The 

Miter

Orarion
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bishop takes the orarion and the new deacon to the royal doors. Show-
ing the orarion to the faithful, he shouts: 

άξιος.
     Clergy:       άξιος. (thrice)
      Choir:  άξιος. (thrice)

And the bishop blesses the orarion and offers it to the new deacon to 
kiss. The deacon kisses it and the bishop’s hand. Then the bishop fas-
tens it on to the deacon’s left shoulder.

The same order is followed for the right and left cuffs, and the fan.
After the fan has been presented and Axios exclaimed, the bishop 

takes the deacon himself and shows him to the people. He shouts άξιος, 
and they respond as before, for the final time. The bishop and the new 
deacon kiss each other.

The bishop blesses the people with the candles.

Choir: εἰς πολλὰ ἔτη δέσποτα
Meanwhile the protodeacon takes the new deacon to the north side 
of the altar where, with the fan, he makes the sign of the Cross over 
the Holy Gifts repeatedly during the following Litany and the Lord’s 
Prayer. The second deacon goes out to the soleas for the Litany.

In some practices the new deacon is the first among the deacons to 
receive Holy Communion. 

After Communion he is brought out to the soleas by the protodeacon, 
who stands next to him and guides him as he chants his first litany: 
Let us attend! Having partaken… 

Following the Liturgy, it is customary for the new deacon to approach 
the bishop holding his rassa to receive a blessing to wear it.

Right cuff

Left cuff

Fan

Deacon

Kiss

Candles


